PSYC 317-003 Cognitive Psychology

Spring 2005, Wed 7:20 – 10:10 p.m.
Robinson Hall A249

Instructor
Brandon Beltz

office: David King Hall 2061 

email: bbeltz@gmu.edu


phone: (703) 993-1207


web: http://hfac.gmu.edu/~bbeltz/psyc317 

Office Hours
Wednesdays 5:00 - 6:00 p.m., or by appointment

Course Objective
The objective of this course is to introduce you to the field of cognitive psychology. Cognitive psychology is the study of how human mental processes create knowledge. Cognitive psychology is an empirical discipline meaning cognitive psychologists conduct laboratory experiments and run computer simulations in order to understand how peoples’ mental processes work to create knowledge. These mental processes include perception, motor control, memory, attention, language, decision making, and problem solving. During this course, we will examine each of these mental processes in depth in order to understand how they contribute to our knowledge of the world. 
Textbook   (required)

Ashcraft, M.H. (2002). Cognition (3rd Edition). Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall.

Course Schedule 
Any schedule changes or changes in assignments will be announced in class in advance. After an absence, students are responsible for contacting the instructor to obtain accurate information. 

	Date
	Topic
	Reading
	Assignment Due

	Jan 26
	Introduction and History
	Chapter 1
	

	Feb 2
	Methods of Cognitive Psychology
	Chapter 2
	

	Feb 9
	Sensation and Perception
	Chapter 3
	

	Feb 16
	Attention
	Chapter 4
	

	Feb 23
	**Exam 1**
	Chapters 1-4
	Exam

	Mar 2
	Short Term Working Memory
	Chapter 5
	

	Mar 9
	Long-term Memory (Episodic)
	Chapter 6
	Article Summary

	Mar 16
	Spring Break: No Class
	
	

	Mar 23
	Long-term Memory (Semantic)
	Chapter 7
	

	Mar 30
	Application of Long-term Memory
	Chapter 8
	

	Apr 6
	**Exam 2**
	Chapters 5-8
	Exam

	Apr 13
	The Basics of Language
	Chapter 9
	

	Apr 20
	Language Comprehension
	Chapter 10
	

	Apr 27
	Decision Making and Reasoning
	Chapter 11
	Thought Paper

	May 4
	Problem Solving
	Chapter 12
	

	May 11
	**Exam 3**
	Chapters 9-12
	Exam


Course Grading

Exams: There will be three exams based on material from the readings and lectures. Each exam will count towards 25% of your final grade. The exams will consist of multiple-choice, short answer (1-2 words), and short essay (1-2 paragraphs) questions. No make-up exams will be given except in cases of documented emergencies. All make-up exams will consist completely of essay questions. 

Article Summary: You will summarize and critique one research article from recent cognitive psychology literature (since 1998).  The article summary will count towards 10% of your final grade. Approximately half of the paper should consist of a summary in which you (a) identify the research question, (b) identify the independent and dependent variables, (c) summarize the results, and (d) summarize the researcher(s)’ conclusions.  The remainder of the paper should include your evaluation of the method, conclusions, and larger implications of the research. Be sure to clear your chosen research article with me before you submit your paper. You must turn in a copy of the research article with your paper.
Thought Paper: The goal of the thought paper is to demonstrate that you have thought in-depth about the class topics (beyond cramming for the exams). The thought paper will count towards 10% of your final grade. You may choose one or several topics from class and attempt to answer your own questions about those topics. You may do this by appealing to research discussed in class and/or appealing to your own personal experience. Keep in mind that simple questions will receive simple (low) grades. Be sure to clear your thought paper topic(s) with me beforehand. 
The length of the article summary and the thought paper should be no less than two and a half, double-spaced typed pages each (~ 5 pages total for both). You should use Times New Roman 10-12 point font with 1-inch margins. The required length does not include spacing from the title and section headers. Article summaries and thought papers turned in late will receive one full letter grade deduction for each week they are turned in late. For example, papers turned in up to one week late will receive a B grade at best.  
Class participation: 5% of your final grade will be your in-class participation. This includes asking questions and participating in class discussions and activities. I’m sure most of you would prefer not to listen to me lecture the whole 3 hours of class each week!  
Final Grade Computation: I will compute final grades by adding your scores from each of the four areas above. Final letter grades will be assigned according to the following percentages. 

 A (100-90); B (89-80); C (79-70); D (69-60); F (below 59). Please note that the actual grading standard will be based on class performance on each exam.

Honor Code

All provisions of the GMU Honor Code will be followed in this class.  During exams no books, notes, or student interaction will be permitted.  For article summaries and thought papers, all work submitted must be original.  In the article summaries and thought papers, quotations are permitted, but they must be correctly cited and should be few in number.  Other students/sources may be consulted for information regarding format, grammar, etc., but, again, the writing must be completed by the individual submitting the paper.

Attendance

Class attendance is very important for you to learn the material. Lectures will frequently include information not found in the textbook. Remember, material for the exams will be drawn from both readings AND lectures. 
Special Help

If you have a disability documented by the Disability Support Services Office, which requires special conditions for exams (extended time, large type, etc.), see me the first week of class.
Access to Computers
Students must have access to their GMU e-mail or an equivalent account.  I may need to send class updates and notifications to the class email list.  Students may also need to check the course website for information. 
