PSY 466 (Section 001):  Psychology of Close Romantic Relationships


Spring 2005

Meeting times:

Tuesdays & Thursdays, 3:00 – 4:15 PM

Location:

Enterprise Hall 277
Instructor:

Debra Mashek, PhD


Teaching Assistants:  Leigh Anderson & Katie Goodwin

E.mail:


dmashek@gmu.edu


E.mail: landers5@gmu.edu & kgoodwin@gmu.edu


Phone:


703.993.4251

Office:


David King Hall Room 2007


Office hours:

Tuesdays & Thursdays, 2:00 – 3:00 and by appt.


REQUIRED

1. Harvey, J. H. Y Weber, A. L. (2002).  Odyssey of the heart: Close relationships in the 21st century.  Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates. 

2. Mashek, D. & Aron , A. (2004).  Handbook of Closeness and Intimacy.  Mahwah, NJ:  Lawrence Erlbaum Associates.

3. Additional readings as assigned (these will be placed on reserve prior to due date)

PREREQUISITES

Given this class is an upper-level discussion-based course, I expect each participant to have successfully completed Research Methods, Statistics, and Social Psychology.  

OVERVIEW OF COURSE

This course will introduce participants to the leading theoretical perspectives employed by social psychologist in the study of close romantic relationships. 

GRADING

Evaluation of your performance in this course will be based on short writing assignments (50%) and two exams (25% each).  The following distribution will be used for assigning final letter grades.  I reserve the right to alter the cut-off points.  Any changes to the distribution will be announced in class, though cutoff points are not negotiable.

Letter
Percentage

A+
97 - 100
A
93 – 96.9

A-
90 –92.9

B+
87 – 89.9


Letter
Percentage 

B
83 –86.9

B-
80 – 82.9

C+
77 – 79.9

C
73 – 76.9


Letter
Percentage 

C-
70 – 72.9

D+
67 – 69.9

D
63 – 66.9

D-
60 –62.9

F
0 – 59.

Writing Assignments

· The writing assignments will be announced in class a few days before the due date.  Assignments are due at the start of class on the assigned due date; late assignments are not accepted.  

· In addition to writing two sets of five exam questions, each student will complete 9 of the 11 papers over the course of the semester.  That is, you may drop your lowest two paper grades, though you must submit questions for each exam.

· I encourage you to select which papers you will complete based on your interest in the topic, your workload from other courses, and your obligations beyond the university (e.g., family, jobs, travel).

· Each paper should be 1 full double-spaced page, with 1” margins, left justified, using 12 point Times New Roman font. Type your name on Line 1.  Indicate the due date and the topic of the paper on Line 2 (e.g., 8/30/04:  Dating).  Begin the paper on line 3.

· Papers will be graded using the following grade scale: 5 = Excellent, 4 = Good, 3 = Average, 2 = Below Average, 1 = Poor.  Papers marked as “excellent” will demonstrate original ideas and critical thinking.  That is, the author will integrate her or his own ideas with those presented in class and in the reading.  Further, the author will do so in a coherent, well-organized 1-page essay free of typographical and grammatical errors.  

· Spelling and grammar count!  If I believe that your writing may benefit from the services provided at the Writing Center, I will require that you meet with one of the tutors prior to turning in your next paper.

Exams

· Each of the two exams (non-cumulative) will consist of multiple choice and short answer questions.

· Material presented in class and in the readings is fair game for the exams.

· You will each play a role in preparing study guides for these exams.

· No early or make-up exams given.

CRITICAL THINKING

Critical thinking is the process of thinking on your own, not just memorizing or stating what someone else has written or said about a topic.  Critical thinking is the process of going deeper than just “reporting;” it involves figuring out how different ideas fit together.  Please exercise your critical thinking skills while taking this course!

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY

As stated in George Mason University’s policy manual, I am under obligation to report all suspected occurrences of academic dishonesty to the Honor Committee.  Plagiarism and cheating both count as academic dishonesty.  During exams, students will sit spaced apart from one another.  No headphones, electronic dictionaries, cell phones, beepers, programmable calculators or other electronic devices may be used during quizzes.  If you require the use of a printed language dictionary, please speak to me within the first two days of class.  I take cheating very seriously and the university provides severe penalties for cheating and other forms of academic misconduct.  Do not cheat and do not take part in any activity that may be interpreted as cheating.  Please respect your colleagues and especially yourself by not cheating.  If you have questions about what constitutes plagiarism or cheating, please ask me.  I encourage students to review the Honor Code at www.gmu.edu/catalog/apolicies/honor.html

SPECIAL NEEDS

The university is committed to complying with the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 by providing reasonable accommodations for students who are disabled.  Students requiring specific accommodations for a physical, psychological, medical or learning disability should contact the Disability Resource Center at (703) 993-2474 or the University Equity Office at (703) 993-8730.  DRC will review your concerns and determine, with you, what accommodations are necessary and appropriate.  All information and documentation of disability is confidential.

FINAL WORD

If you know that you will be unable to meet the deadlines listed on the course schedule on the following pages, you should not enroll in this course.  If you know that you will be gone on a day that an assignment is due, you should turn the assignment in BEFORE class.  If you have a major unexpected event occur to you that causes you to miss an exam or other assignment, please (a) call me immediately to inform me that you will not be in class; and (b) document the event in writing (by this, I mean your written account of the situation and documentation from your doctor, clergy, counselor, tow truck operator, etc.) and turn in to me within 48-hours of the incident.  I will be happy to take these circumstances into account when computing your final grade, but cannot make any advance promises about compensation.  At the most, I may consider these types of formal excuses if your grade is on the border, but again I must stress that I will not commit to any given course of action at any time.  

STATEMENT OF COMMITMENT TO CLASS

Please complete this statement of commitment and return handout to me no later than September 9, 2004. 

My commitment to you (keep for your records):

· I will strive to provide a welcoming, organized, and supportive learning environment.

· I will respect all students and will treat all students fairly.

· I will provide feedback on papers and exams in a timely manner.

· I will strive to make the material accessible, engaging, and relevant to you.

· I will listen to your questions and concerns and will address them to the best of my ability.

Your commitment to the class—Feel free to cross out any statements you do not agree with (keep for your records):

· I have read the syllabus thoroughly; Deb has answered my questions about the syllabus.

· I will respect the course staff and my fellow students.

· I will strive to master the material presented in class and will dedicate time outside of class to this course.

· I will ask questions when I have them in an effort to stay on top of the sometimes-difficult material.

· I will strive to contribute to a welcoming and supportive learning environment.

· Other: _________________________________________________________________________________

Signed ____________________________________________  Date ________________
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NO QUESTIONS ASKED:  In addition to dropping two papers over the course of the semester, feel free to use one NQA form over the course of the semester.  This form allows you to turn in a paper up to 48 hours late (just staple this slip to your paper).   This form may not be used for exam questions or exams.  Think very carefully before employing this slip!  It is impossible to predict flat tires, accidents, and family emergencies – I strongly urge you to hold onto this slip for as long as possible.

I, _________________________ (your name), elect to use this No Questions Asked form on ______________ (today’s date) for the following assignment: ___________________________________________________________________ (give paper number and a very short description of paper).
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SUBMIT THIS QUESTIONNAIRE BY FEBRUARY 3
Your commitment to the class—Feel free to cross out any statements you do not agree with (turn in to either Katie or Leight):

· I have read the syllabus thoroughly; Deb has answered my questions about the syllabus.

· I will respect the course staff and my fellow students.

· I will strive to master the material presented in class and will dedicate time outside of class to this course.

· I will ask questions when I have them in an effort to stay on top of the sometimes-difficult material.

· I will strive to contribute to a welcoming and supportive learning environment.

· Other: _________________________________________________________________________________

Signed ____________________________________________  Date ________________

Print your name ____________________________________

Personal Information sheet for PSYC 466:001 (Spring 2005)

Name ____________________________________________________________  Year in school ___________

Phone number ______________________  E.mail address (only if you use it) ___________________________

1. Please staple a picture of yourself to this sheet.  We will NOT return these, so please provide a copy you’re willing to part with (
2. In terms of this class, what are you most worried about?

3. In terms of this class, what are you most excited about?

4. Please tell me something about yourself that will help me get to know you—something that makes you different from other people.
5. What questions do you have for Deb and/or the TAs?
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		CLASS		DATE						TOPIC		READ		DUE		POINTS POSSIBLE				In-class plans		Paper ideas		ANNOUNCEMENTS TO MAKE

		1		Tuesday		25-Jan				INTRO/HISTORY		H&W 1								- Remind class that we will be meeting in Innovation Hall Room 222 on Thursday

		2		Thursday		27-Jan				PSYCHOLOGICAL LITERATURE		--		LOCATION TO BE ANNOUNCED!!!!						This is placement day for Deb's kids; we're going to try to line up something with the librarian again, though no paper will be required.

		3		Tuesday		1-Feb				EVOLUTIONARY THEORY		--								deb lecture

		4		Thursday		3-Feb				ATTACHMENT THEORY		M&A 10								deb lecture

		5		Tuesday		8-Feb				SELF-EXPANSION THEORY		M&A 3		Paper 1		_____ / 5				deb lecture		What do you perceive to be the key similarity between evolutionary theory and attachment theory?

		6		Thursday		10-Feb				INTERDEPENDENCE THEORY		BMPC 6								deb lecture

		7		Tuesday		15-Feb				INTEGRATING THE THEORIES		--		Paper 2		_____ / 5				leigh & katie lead a discussion of insights from first two papers; we'll all work together to come up with some useful small-group questions, group work, etc.		Imagine that a friend of yours has expressed dissatisfaction with her or his relationship; your friend wishes to enhance her or his relationship satisfaction.  Answer one of the following questions:  What advice might someone familiar with the self-expans		- Confirm plans with panelists; Ask students to submit questions for sex chat

		8		Thursday		17-Feb				ATTRACTION/FLIRT/DATING		H&W 3								deb lecture				- Contact Health Education Services to obtain condoms, models, etc.

		9		Tuesday		22-Feb				ATTRACTION/FLIRT/DATING		--								deb lecture

		10		Thursday		24-Feb				SEX & SEXUALITY		H&W 4		Paper 3		_____ / 5				deb lecture		Read and respond to bridge study????

		11		Tuesday		1-Mar				SEX & SEXUALITY		--								hopefully the health resource team will cover this day

		12		Thursday		3-Mar				CLOSENESS & INTIMACY		M&A 4		Paper 4		_____ / 5				allow time for discussion ofpapers; deb lecture		Healthy sexual relationship?

		13		Tuesday		8-Mar				CLOSENESS & INTIMACY		M&A 19								deb lecture

		14		Thursday		10-Mar				LOVE		--		Exam questions (bring 38 hard copies, e-mail teaching team a copy)		_____ / 3				allow time for discussion		Paper on closeness

				Tuesday		15-Mar				SPRING BREAK

				Thursday		17-Mar				SPRING BREAK

		15		Tuesday		22-Mar				LOVE		H&W 5		Paper 5		_____ / 5

		16		Thursday		24-Mar				EXAM		--				_____ / 25

		17		Tuesday		29-Mar				PROS & CONS OF MARRIAGE		--		Paper 6		_____ / 5				paper on love

		18		Thursday		31-Mar				FINANCES IN RELATIONSHIPS		--								leigh lecture

		19		Tuesday		5-Apr				SAME SEX REL		H&W 8		Paper 7		_____ / 5				paper on finances

		20		Thursday		7-Apr				SAME SEX REL		--

		21		Tuesday		12-Apr				INFIDELITY		BMPC 10		Paper 8		_____ / 5				paper on same sex rel

		22		Thursday		14-Apr				INFIDELITY		--

		23		Tuesday		19-Apr				VIOLENCE IN RELATIONSHIPS		Handouts from speaker		Paper 9		_____ / 5				paper on infidelity

				Thursday		21-Apr				VIOLENCE IN RELATIONSHIPS		Handouts from speaker

		24		Tuesday		26-Apr				RELATIONSHIP LOSS		H&W 10		Paper 10		_____ / 5				paper on violence

		25		Thursday		28-Apr				RELATIONSHIP LOSS		M&A 17

		26		Tuesday		3-May				PULLING IT ALL TOGETHER		--		Paper 11		_____ / 5				paper on rel loss

		27		Thursday		5-May				PULLING IT ALL TOGETHER		--		Exam questions  (bring 38 hard copies, e-mail teaching team a copy)		_____ / 3				exam questions due -- bring 38 copies

		28		Thursday		12-May				EXAM		--				_____ / 25

		NOTES:   H&W = Harvey & Weber book; M&A = Mashek & Aron book; BMPC = Brehm, Miller, Perlman  & Campbell book, which is available on reserve in the JC Library; Record each of your paper and exam grades in the column labeled 'points earned.'  For papers you
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		TA to do list:

				Copies of reserve chapters to library

				Fill out reserve paper work

				Contact Connie Kirkland re: guest lecture

				Contact librarian re: guest lecture

				Follow up with health resource team re: guest lecture

				Secure computer room space for library lecture

				Syllabus to Sarah for copies

				Copy the library activity

				Set up a regular TA meeting time

				Set up TA office hours

				Pick a lecture for Katie to do
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