Developmental Psychopathology

PSYC 648, Section 001

Tuesdays, 4:30 p.m. – 7:10 p.m.

GMU Psychological Clinic Classroom

Instructor:  

John D. Wasserman, Ph.D.

GMU Psychological Clinic

10340 Democracy Lane, 202C, Fairfax 22030
Phone: (703) 993-1748 (direct) 

or 4200 (Gifted Assessment Program office)

Fax: (703) 352-0035

Email: jwasserm@gmu.edu
Office Hours:
Wednesdays 3:00 – 5:00 p.m. (Clinic), or by appointment.

Dates and Times:  

This course will be taught every Tuesday, January 25, 2005 through May 10, 2005.

Description of Course: 

This course is intended to provide an in-depth look at the emerging discipline of developmental psychopathology, with a primary focus on children and adolescents. This discipline emphasizes prediction of the development of maladaptive behaviors and processes. Specific mental disorders and contexts are discussed to illustrate how knowledge of normal development enhances how understanding of deviant development. Long-term outcome through adulthood will be addressed. Emphasis is on factors associated with risk for development of mental disorders, on resiliency to stressful life events, and on protective and preventative factors.

Dates, Assignments, and Readings:

DSM-IV readings will be announced in class.

January 25

Introduction; Overview and Fundamental Concepts; Video 

Chapters 1, 2, 6

February 1

Issues and theories (Risk and protective factors; models; 

parenting and relationships)

Chapters 4, 5, 7, 9, and 37

February 8

Theories and microparadigms 

(Biological, cognitive-behavioral, family systems, diathesis-stress)

Chapters 8, 12, and 13, 

February 15

Theories and microparadigms (continued)

February 22

Diagnostic taxonomies and assessment

Chapter 3 and 14

March 1

Disorders of Early Childhood

Chapters 16, 19, and 20

March 8

Disruptive Behavior Disorders (ADHD)

Chapters 21 and 22

March 15

Spring Break

March 22

Midterm Examination

March 29

Disruptive Behavior Disorders (ODD, CD)

Chapters 23 and 24

April 5


Internalizing Disorders (Anxiety Disorders)

Chapters 27, 28, 29, and 38

April 12

Internalizing Disorders (Mood Disorders)

Chapters 25 and 26

April 19

Pervasive Developmental Disorders & Autistic Disorders

Chapter 34

April 26

Schizophrenias and Psychotic Disorders




No Assignment but review Chapter 2

May 3
Mental Retardation, Language Learning Disabilities, 

Nonverbal Learning Disabilities

Chapter 35

PAPER DUE IN CLASS

May 10

In Class Final Examination

Required Texts: 

Sameroff, A. J., Lewis, M., & Miller, S. M. (Eds.). (2000). Developmental psychopathology (2nd ed.). New York: Kluwer Academic/Plenum Publishers.

American Psychiatric Association. (2000). Diagnostic and statistical manual of mental disorders (4th ed., Text rev.). Washington, DC: APA.

Honor Code:

You are expected to comply with the GMU Honor Policy. You are encouraged to study together, preparing for class, practicing assessment with each other, and discussing projects.  However, all assignments and papers are to be written individually. Taping lectures is permitted. The Honor Policy is intended to promote a stronger sense of mutual responsibility, respect, trust, and fairness among all members of George Mason University.

Special Help and Accommodations:

If you have a disability documented by the Disability Support Services Office, which requires special conditions for assignments (e.g., extended time, large type), see me the first weeks of classes.

Attendance Policy:

You are responsible for all information from each class meeting, including reading and handouts. Attendance for lecture is mandatory.

Grades:

· Midterm Exam (33%): In-class short answer/essay

· Final Exam (33%): In-class short answer/essay

· Paper (34%): Due on the last day of class. The paper is 20-30 pages, APA style, focused on either (a) a review of risk and protective factors for any given condition, or (b) a review of evidence pertaining to the developmental changes in the presentation and symptomatology of any disorder across the life span.
· Classroom participation is a plus and will be considered if you are on the borderline between grades.
