******** SYLLABUS***********

Cognitive Psychology, PSYC 701 Section 001, Spring 2005
Robinson A101, TH 1:30-2:45 a.m.
Instructor: Dr. Anne Hillstrom

Email: ahillstr@gmu.edu, Phone:  (703) 993-1305
Office: 2059 David King Hall, Office hours: M, F: 10:30-11:45, and by appointment

Course objectives: This course is an advanced review of current topics, concepts, and theories related to cognition. The focus is broad, surveying current theories about how humans perceive, imagine, remember, plan, reason, solve problems, choose how to act, and use language.  The emphasis will be on understanding at a behavioral level, but modeling and neuroscience approaches will be introduced and discussed to the degree that they inform about behavior. The focus of the lectures will be on theories, and on research that has tested those theories. In other words, it will focus more on science than on the application of theories.

Required Text:

Michael W. Eysenck & Mark T. Keane (2000). Cognitive Psychology: A Student’s Handbook, 4th edition. Psychology Press.

Tests: The first test will be given on March 22, and is likely to be partly in-class and partly take-home. The second test, which will not be cumulative, will be given during the final exam period: Thursday, May 12, from 1:30-4:15. It will be entirely in-class. Tests will require short answers and essays. Grades will be assigned as follows: 90-100 A; 80-89 B; 70-79 C; 60-69 D; below 60 F.
Paper: An approximately 10 page paper (exclusive of title page, abstract, figures, tables and appendices) is due by April 26. The paper should present an up-to-date review of theory, sets of research findings, etc., and discuss a possible new application of this information in a personal or professional setting. Full credit will not be given for summarizing an already existing application. I will have to approve your topic by March 25. You may email me a short paragraph with background information and your proposed application and I will respond. 

Readings: Pairs of students will be responsible for leading a class discussion of each of the assigned readings. Discussions will be done on the Tuesday meeting of the class. The responsible students should prepare a Powerpoint slide or two or a handout to help structure the discussion. Please note that this assignment requires that all students read the article/chapter ahead of time and be prepared to discuss it during the assigned class. The presenter should NOT spend much time summarizing the factual aspects of the article. As a rule of thumb, each discussion should take about 20 minutes. Please note that the reading dates may be changed as the semester progresses. A sign-up sheet for presentations will be circulated at the second class period.

To facilitate class discussion, non-presenting students will be responsible for emailing the presenters and the instructor at least 24 hours prior to the date and time of the assigned discussion. The email should suggest a question or comment about the assignment that would be an interesting point for discussion. The presenters, of course, do not have to address each of the questions or comments, but the information from non-presenters can form the basis for some of the discussion of each article.

I will be happy to review your paper with you (once only) prior to your submitting it. The last date for draft review is April 15. Papers should be written in APA style and format. 

A few examples of topics that previous students have used include (a) improving preschoolers’ vocabulary acquisition by having them repeat new words aloud, (b) implicit cognitions and performance ratings in organizations, and (c) cognitive guidelines to improve memorization of music.

Grading: The two non-cumulative tests and the paper are each worth 30% of your final grade. The presentation of a reading is worth 5%. Participation in class is worth 5%. 

Date to remember: The last day to drop this course without a financial penalty is February 8. The last day to drop the course is February 25. 
Honor Code

All provisions of the GMU Honor System and Code will be followed in this class. During quizzes, no books, notes, or student interaction will be permitted. The Honor Code can be found at http://www.gmu.edu/facstaff/handbook/aD.html.
Other policies:

· This course will largely consist of lectures and discussion. Questions are encouraged.

· Turn off pagers and cell phones before entering the classroom.

· Attendance will not be factored into your grade, but you are strongly encouraged to attend lectures.
· Grades on the tests will be posted on WebCT. When I wish to make announcements or make class notes available, I will do so through WebCT.  Information about accessing WebCT can be found on the following website ’http://webct38.gmu.edu’.  
· If you have a disability and require some accommodation, please let me know as soon as possible.

Schedule:
Week 1: Introduction to the course; Historical basis of cognitive psychology, Chapter 1

Week 2: Perception, Chapters 2-3
Shaffer, D. M., Krachunas, S. M., Eddy, M., & McBeath, M. K. (2004). How Dogs Navigate to Catch Frisbees, Psychological Science, 15, 437-441.
Week 3: Object Recognition, Chapter 4
McCarley, J. S., Kramer, A. F., Wickens, C. D., Vidoni, E. D., & Boot, W. R. (2004). Visual Skills in Airport-Security Screening. Psychological Science, 15, 302-306.
Week 4: Attention, Chapter 5
Barrett, L. F., Tugade, M. M., Engle, R. W. (2004). Individual Differences in Working Memory Capacity and Dual-Process Theories of the Mind. Psychological Bulletin, 130, 553-573.
Week 5: Memory: Structure and Processes, Chapter 6
Baddeley, A. (2002). Is working memory still working? European Psychologist, 7, 85-97.
Week 6: Long-term memory & Everyday memory, Chapters 7&8
Schacter, D. L. (1999). The seven sins of memory: Insights from psychology and cognitive neuroscience. American Psychologist, 54, 182-203.

Week 7: Knowledge: Propositions & Imagery, Chapter 9
Anderson, J. R. (1996). ACT: A simple theory of complex cognition. American Psychologist, 51, 355-365.

Week 8: Concepts & Categories, Chapter 10
Markman, A. B., & Ross, B. H. (2003). Category use and category learning. Psychological Bulletin, 129, 592-613.
Week 9: Speech Perception & Reading, Chapter 11
Saffran, J. R., Newport, E. L., Aslin, R. N., Tunick, R. A., et al. (1997). Incidental language learning: Listening (and learning) out of the corner of your ear. Psychological Science, 8, 101-105.

Week 10: Language Comprehension, Chapter 12
Wilson, M. (2002). Six views of embodied cognition. Psychonomic Bulletin & Review, 9, 625-636.
Week 11: Language Production, Chapter 13
Burke, D. M., Locantore, J. K., Austin, A. A., & Chae, B. (2004). Cherry Pit Primes Brad Pitt: Homophone Priming Effects on Young and Older Adults' Production of Proper Names. Psychological Science, 15, 164-170. 

Week 12: Problem Solving & Creativity. Chapters 14 & 15
Neisser, U., Boodoo, G., Douchard, Jr., T. J., Boykin, A. W., Brody, M., Ceci, S. J., Halpern, D. F., Loehlin, J. C., Perloff, R., Sternberg, R. J., Urbina, S. (1996). Intelligence: Knowns and unknowns. American Psychologist, 51, 77-101.

Week 13: Reasoning & Deduction, Chapter 16
Evans, J. St. B. T. (2002). Logic and human reasoning: An assessment of the deduction paradigm. Psychological Bulletin, 128, 978-996.
Week 14: Judgment & Decision Making, Chapter 17
Brown, V., Tumeo, M., Larey, T. S., Paulus, P. B. (1998). Modeling cognitive interactions during group brainstorming. Small Group Research, 29, 495-526.

