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Spring, 2005

Psychological Assessment II (Psychology 811)

Spring 2005

Instructor:  Dawna Thompson, Ph.D.

Lecture Location:  GMU Psychological Clinic

Lecture Time:  Thursday 9:00 a.m. – 11:50 a.m.

Office Hours:  Thursday afternoons 12-2, by appointment, at the Clinic

Telephone: Tues. & Weds. (703) 802-7813 (office) (dawnathomps@aol.com)

Lab 1:  TA  Naomi Pearlman (npearlman@gmu.edu)

Lab 2:  TA  Jane Kaplan (jkaplan3@gmu.edu)

I.  Course Objectives
This is the second course in the assessment sequence for clinical psychology doctoral program.  The purpose of this course is to provide students with the fundamental skills and knowledge necessary to choose, administer, and interpret various instruments and/or information gathering techniques with the goal of assessing the social, emotional, and behavioral functioning of children, adolescents, or adults.  In addition to integrating and interpreting information from a variety of sources, students will be required to demonstrate the ability to communicate their results in a clear and effective manner, both verbally and in writing.  Further, students will develop the ability to critically evaluate the psychometric strengths and weaknesses of each assessment instrument chosen for a specific usage, in order to provide the most appropriate rationale for clinical assessment decisions.

Although, by necessity, the assessment instruments discussed in this class will cover only a small portion of those available for clinical use, it is expected that the skills developed in this class (i.e., ability to critically evaluate an instrument’s validity, reliability and clinical utility; ability to develop/obtain competence in test administration for a novel instrument; ability to adhere to ethical “best practices” in test administration/interpretation) will generalize to new instruments.

At the conclusion of the course, it is expected that each student will, when presented with a client with a specific area of concern, be capable of:  (1) choosing the specific assessment instruments/techniques needed to provide information regarding the specific area of concern/difficulty; (2) providing a clear and effective interpretation of results, integrating information from a variety of instruments/sources; and (3) using this information to develop specific recommendations, tailored to the needs of the individual client.

II.  Course Requirements

Lab
The lab portion will be used to provide feedback on interviewing, report writing, and test administration/scoring.  The work you submit to your TAs will be graded as satisfactory/unsatisfactory.  Unsatisfactory work will be re-submitted until it is satisfactory.  Attendance and participation in lab will be part of your final grade.  You will be required to pay a $75 lab fee, payable to GMU, for test materials.

Lecture
Attendance, preparation, and participation in class will be part of your final grade.  Assigned readings are to be completed by the date they are listed on the syllabus (with the exception of the readings listed for the first class).  Your lecture grade will also include the following components:

(1)  For designated lectures, one (or two) students will be assigned to be the “lead” for the class discussion.  The responsibility for the “lead” will be to (a) write a brief (two page, maximum) summation of the major points of the articles assigned for class, as well as your individual reaction/thoughts regarding the readings; and (b) lead the class discussion of the readings.  Your reaction papers will be turned in, but will not be given formal grades.

(2)  Review a testing instrument/technique not covered in class.  Your review should be brief (two page maximum), but include major strengths, limitations, as well as recommended usages.  Your reviews will be presented in class, and distributed to classmates.  

Assessments:
Clinical Interviews
You must conduct a minimum of three videotaped clinical interviews of adult volunteers this semester.  The interviews will be videotaped, and turned in to your TA’s for feed-back.  You must also complete a write-up for each interview, which will include: background section and behavioral observation.  You may combine one of the clinical interviews with additional testing for one of the comprehensive exams (described later).  After completion of all the videotaped interviews, you will choose one to turn in, along with a write-up, to the instructor.

Functional Assessment of Behavior
Based upon information you will be given in class, you will be asked to write up a Functional Assessment of Behavior, with an accompanying behavioral plan.

Comprehensive Evaluation Reports
Each comprehensive evaluation will consist of a diagnostic interview, as well as the administration of several instruments covered in class.  Each report must consist of a reason for referral, list of assessment instruments used, background section, behavioral observation, results section, and summary/recommendations.  The comprehensive reports will be conducted on 1 adult, and 1 adolescent/child volunteer.  Before the final reports are turned in to the instructor, each section will have been turned in for feed-back to your TA.

Comprehensive #1:  diagnostic interview, plus:

WAIS (or SB, your choice); MMPI or PAI; BDI or BAI; Sentence Completion. (TAT: optional)

Comprehensive #2 (child or adolescent):  diagnostic interview; WISC-IV; BASC self and parent checklist; VMI; CDI or RCMAS; sentence completion.
Volunteers:  As with last semester, assessments will be conducted with volunteers—adults from the GMU subject pool, and children from the community.  Keep in mind that, as with last semester, you must behave with the volunteers as you would an actual client.  Thus, you MAY NOT test a volunteer known to you (i.e., friends, children of (good) friends, undergraduates from classes in which you TA, etc.). You must strictly adhere to all guidelines regarding maintaining the confidentiality of assessment data, etc. In addition:  no feedback of the results may be shared with volunteers.  

If you are able to use the volunteers used last semester, you can use the cognitive data you already have for the volunteer. Otherwise, you will have to administer a cognitive assessment, though the write-up does NOT need to be as extensive as last semester (we’ll discuss this in class). Either as part of a comprehensive, or as individual administrations, you must complete the following administrations and scorings by the end of the semester:

Test


# Administrations
  #Scorings
# interpretives

MMPI-2 or


2 adult or

2

2 

MMPI-A    


1adult,1 adol.



PAI



1


1

1

BDI or

BAI, or BHS


1


1

1

Bender;


-


-

-

(review in lab)

Beery VMI


1


1

1

Incomplete


1 adult



1

Sentences


1 child



1

BASC
 (self-report)

1


1

1



BASC (parent)

1


1

1

Or

CBCL parent

Or

Conners PRS

CDI
or


1


1

1

RCMAS









TAT or Roberts


optional – review in lab

Lecture/Reading Assignments

Date


Topic 


Readings

  Assignment

	Jan 27
	PRINICIPLES OF PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSESSMENTS:


      PURPOSE AND GOALS OF ASSESSMENT

                 PRINCIPLES OF TEST CONSTRUCTION/ PSYCHOMETRICS
	Handbook of Psych. Assess, Ch. 1; Butcher, 1 and 3; Clinical Assessment:  Wood, Garb, Lilienfeld and Nezworski


	

	Feb. 3
	ERRORS /BIASES IN CLINICAL JUDGMENT 

                   LIMITATIONS OF PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSESSMENTS;                   CLINICAL VS STATISTICAL PREDICTION
	Garb, Lilienfeld and Fowler, ch. 5;  Dawes, Faust &Meehl (1989); Grove and Meehl (1996);**   Butcher, ch. 17


	

	Feb. 10
	CULTURAL DIVERSITY ISSUES IN PSYCHOGOGICAL

ASSESSMENT
	Handbook of Psych Assess., Ch. 2; Butcher, Ch. 11, 12, 13; Westermmeyer (1987)*
	(schedule 1st
interview—but do

not complete until

after next lecture)

	Feb. 17th
	CLINICAL INTERVIEWING:  FUNDAMENTAL TECHNIQUES
	Wiger and Huntly, Ch. 1 – 4; Handbook of Psych Assess:  Ch. 3
	(conduct 1st videotaped int. ,

complete write-up after this class)

	Feb. 24th
	CLINICAL INTERVIEWING—MSE AND STRUCTURED DIAGNOSTIC INTERVIEWING;

SUICIDE RISK 
	Wiger and Huntly, 5 – 8

Butcher, Ch. 7
	Turn in 1st video.

and write-up to TAs

(schedule 2nd vol. for video.int.—do not interview until after next class)



	March 3rd
	CLINICAL INTERVIEWING—COG./BEH. PROBLEM FOCUSED CASE FORMULATION AND FUNCTIONAL ANALYSIS

Data from interview #1 will be discussed in class
	Eels, Ch. 12  

Butcher, Ch. 5, 24


	(complete interview with vol.#2; schedule vol.#3 for interview and MMPI admin.—do not give MMPI until after next class);

Data for FBA will be distributed

	March 10th

	OBJECTIVE PERSONALITY ASSESSMENT—MMPI
	Handbook of Psych Assess, ch. 7


	(turn in video &

write-up for #2 to TA;  conduct video. interview and MMPI with  vol.#3 and schedule vol. #4 for interview, MMPI)

Turn in 1st write up to instructor for feedback

	March 24th
	OBJECTIVE PERSONALITY ASSESSMENT: MMPI

Data from vol.MMPI discussed in class
	Helms and Reddon (1993); Matarazzo, (1986); Butcher et. al (1995)*
	(turn MMPI scoring and interview write up for #3  to TA; Int. and give MMPI to #4. schedule vol. #5 for PAI).  

FBA’s due in class


	March 31st
	OBJECTIVE PERSONALITY ASSESSMENT—PAI, MILLON

Data from vol.MMPI discussed in class
	Start Morey; Handbook of Psych Assess, ch. 8


	(turn in last video & MMPI interp. write-up to TA (#3); turn in MMPI  scoring  and interview write up (#4) to TA; administer PAI to vol. #5) Start planning for adult comprehensive

	April 7th
	PROBLEM-FOCUSED INSTRUMENTS FOR CLINICAL PRACTICE                   (E.G. DEPRESSION, ANXIETY, MARITAL SATISFACTION)

Data from PAIs discussed in class


	Shwartz (1999); Council (1993) *


	(turn in interview write-up and PAI scoring to TA (#5); turn in MMPI interp. for #4)

Data from vol. will be discussed in class for interpretive practice

Turn in 1 video and write-up to instructor for grade

	April 14th
	PROJECTIVE ASSESSMENT:

Strengths, limits, and ways to use incomplete sentences and TAT as interview tools   
	Chapman&Chapman (1967); Lilienfeld, Wood and Garb (2003); TBA*

Handbook of Psych.Assess ch. 10, 11


	(Turn in PAI interp. write up to TAs (#5); conduct any other tests needed to complete adult comp.; start child comp).

	April 21st

	ASSESSMENT OF CHILDREN (EMOTIONAL AND BEHAVIORAL): 

Special focus on disorders of learning, attention and beh.
	Readings TBA
	(turn in draft adult comp to TA; complete child comp; turn in child scorings to TAs)

	April 28th

	ASSESSMENT OF HUMAN STRENGTHS

Review of tests will be discussed in class.
	TBA
	Adult Comp due in class.  

Review of tests due.

	May 5th

	INTEGRATING ASSESSMENT INFORMATION                    -REPORT WRITING

-PLANNING INTERVENTIONS

-FEEDBACK
	Butcher (1992)*

Wiger and Huntly, ch. 9


	(turn in draft child comp. to TAs)

	May 12th

	-INTEGRATING ASSESSMENT INFORMATION

(continued)
	
	Child comprehensive report due in class


Grading:

Videotape:
  50 points  (turn in 1 videotape and int. write up of your choice)

Adult comp:
100 points

Child comp:
100 points

FBA:

  50 points

Lab:

  50 points (based upon attendance; preparation; participation; 



        and willingness to incorporate feedback/make 





corrections as requested)

Lecture:
   50 points (based upon participation, completion of lecture 




assignments)

Readings:  Additional readings will be added to the syllabus as the semester progresses.  However, I am also providing you with several articles that, though not assigned for class, may nevertheless be useful.  
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