
George Mason University


Course Syllabus: 
Psychology 617 X02 – Child Psychopathology
Instructor: 

John D. Wasserman, Ph.D.

GMU Center for Cognitive Development

10340 Democracy Lane, Suite 202

Fairfax, Virginia
Phone: (703) 993-1748 (direct) or 4200 (main office)

Fax: (703) 352-0035

(email: jwasserm@gmu.edu)

Office Hours:
Tuesdays 2:30-4:30 p.m. and by appointment

Lecture:
Tuesdays and Thursdays 4:30-8:10 p.m. 


(Psychological Clinic Classroom)

Course Goals and Objectives:  

This course is intended to provide an intensive survey of major types of psychopathological disturbances of infancy and childhood. This course is intended to provide an in-depth look at diagnostic and developmental psychopathology, with a primary focus on children and adolescents. This discipline emphasizes prediction of the development of maladaptive behaviors and processes. Specific mental disorders and contexts are discussed to illustrate how knowledge of normal development enhances how understanding of deviant development. Long-term outcome through adulthood will be addressed. Emphasis is on factors associated with risk for development of mental disorders, on resiliency to stressful life events, and on protective and preventative factors.

Required Readings:

1. Wicks-Nelson, R., & Israel, A. C. (2003). Behavior disorders of childhood (5th ed.). Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall.

2. American Psychiatric Association (2000). Diagnostic and statistical manual of mental disorders (4th ed., Text revision). DSM-IV-TR. Washington, DC: Author.

3. [Optional] Sameroff, A., Lewis, M., & Miller, S. (Eds.). (2000). Handbook of developmental psychopathology (2nd ed.). New York: Kluwer/Plenum.

Course Assignments, Due Dates, and Grading:  This course consists of lectures and assigned readings.  Reading assignments for lecture topics are shown in Table 1.  Except for the first lecture, the material should be read before the designated lecture.  In class quizzes are given on assigned readings at the beginning of designated classes, so keep up to date. The final examination will be short-answer and cumulative. The deadline for handing in the research paper is firm. Do not ask for extensions.

Grading will be determined by: 

· 3 In Class Quizzes: 33.3%

· 1 Research Paper: 33.3%

· Final Examination: 33.3%

The final grade will be calculated using the following conversion system: 93 – 100 = A; 90 – 92 = A-; 87 – 89 = B+; 83 – 86 = B; 80 – 82 = B-;  < 80 = F. If your grade is borderline, class participation may be counted in your favor. If the quality of your work shows progressive improvement over the course of the semester, the demonstration of mastery by the course’s end will be counted in your favor. 

Research Paper: By July 8, you should select a topic for a 10-15 page research review paper to be completed in APA style, including references. The topic of the paper should address a specific question pertaining to child and developmental psychopathology. For example, a salient question might be “Which developmental milestones, when delayed, most predict long-term problems?” You must receive the instructor’s approval for any topic you select. Be sure to start this project early!
Honor Code:  You are expected to comply with the GMU Honor Code. You are encouraged to study together, preparing for class and discussing projects.  However, all assignments and papers are to be written individually. Taping lectures is permitted. The Honor Code is intended to promote a stronger sense of mutual responsibility, respect, trust, and fairness among all members of George Mason University.

 and with the desire for greater

Special Help and Accommodations: If you have a disability documented by the Disability Support Services Office, which requires special conditions for assignments (extended time, large type, etc.), see me the first week of classes.

Attendance:  You are responsible for all information from each class. Attendance for lecture is mandatory. 

Table 1. Lecture Course and Sequence and Requirements

	Date:
	617 Topical Outline
	Assignments:

	July 1
	Overview and Fundamental Concepts; Video; Issues, Theories, and Microparadigms; History-Taking
	BDC Chapters 1-3

(HDP Chapters 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, and 37)

	Day 1
	
	Identify topic for 10-15 page research paper

	July 8
	Diagnostic taxonomies and assessment; DSM-IV and empirically-derived taxonomies
	BDC Chapters 4-5; DSM pp. 1-37; (HDP Chapters 3 and 14)

	Day 2
	
	

	July 10
	Disruptive Behavior Disorders (ADHD)
	BDC Chapter 9; DSM pp. 85-93; (HDP Chapters 21-22)

	Day 3
	
	 In Class Quiz 1

	July 15
	Disruptive Behavior Disorders (ODD, CD)
	BDC Chapter 8; DSM pp. 93-103; (HDP Chapters 23-24)

	Day 4
	
	 

	July 17
	Internalizing Disorders (Anxiety Disorders)
	BDC Chapter 6; DSM pp. 429-484; (HDP Chapters 27-29, 38)



	Day 5
	
	 In Class Quiz 2

	July 22
	Internalizing Disorders (Mood Disorders)
	BDC Chapter 7; DSM pp. 325-428; (HDP Chapters 25-26)


	Day 6
	
	 

	July 24
	Pervasive Developmental Disorders including Autistic Disorders; Schizophrenias and Psychotic Disorders
	BDC Chapter 12; DSM pp. 69-84; (HDP Chapter 34, review Chapter 2)



	Day 7
	
	In Class Quiz 3

	July 29
	Mental Retardation; Language-based Learning Disabilities; Nonverbal Learning Disabilities; Educational Exceptionalities
	BDC Chapters 10-11; DSM pp. 41-56; (HDP Chapter 35)

	Day 8
	
	

	 
	 
	

	July 31
	Final Issues and Future Directions
	BDC Chapter 15; DSM pp. 759-818.

	Day 9
	
	Research Paper Due to Instructor


	August 5
	Final Examination in Class
	

	Day 10
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