Psychology 324:  Personality Theory
Summer 2004, Section B01, Robinson B122
Mondays & Wednesdays, 7:20 – 10:00pm

Instructor:  

Christine Sylvest

Email:  csylves1@gmu.edu
Office:  

David King 2068

**E-mail is the best way to reach me**

Office Hours:  
Mondays, 6:00-7:00pm or by appointment

TA Office Phone:  
703-993-1345
Instructor Mailbox:
Graduate mailboxes in David King 2001 (my mailbox is on the left-hand wall near the floor)


Course Objectives: 

The major goal of this course will be to acquaint students with the primary theories of personality, and to evaluate the strengths and weakness of each theory.  We will address similarities and differences between the theories as well as the influence of culture on personality.  Because my interest lies in clinical psychology, this course will be taught from the perspective of a clinician.  The course has a traditional lecture format, but discussion is strongly encouraged.  
Course Materials: 


1. Burger, Jerry M.  (2004).  Personality, 6th Edition.  Wadsworth/Thomson Learning:  Belmont,
    CA.

2.  There is a student companion website to our text that you may find helpful in studying each chapter.  It provides questions, quizzes, flashcards, and chapter summaries.  Go to the following URL and choose our textbook from the choices presented:

http://psychology.wadsworth.com

Course Requirements and Grading Procedures:

1. Class Attendance and Participation

The format of the course will primarily be lecture and discussion.  Class lectures and discussions will begin with the assumption that you have already read the assigned material to be covered on that day.  Class lectures will review the material in the text, clarify difficult material, answer questions, provoke discussions, and present information not covered in the text.  If you miss a class, I strongly recommend that you get the notes from someone else in the class.  If you miss on a regular basis, it is highly likely that you will not have a good enough conceptual understanding of the material to perform well on the exams.  Students are responsible for all notes, announcements, and syllabus changes made in class whether or not they are present for class.
2. Exams


There will be three required in-class exams in this course and one optional cumulative final exam, each worth 100 points.  The exams will cover class readings, lecture information, and information from class discussions.  The exams will consist of identification questions, short answer questions, and essay questions.  I will not make study guides for the exams; however, we will set aside a short amount of time during class to go over student questions regarding the exams. 
It is important for you to note that there will be no makeup exams.  If you must miss an exam for whatever reason, you will have to take the cumulative final exam.  You may also take the cumulative final exam if you want to replace your lowest grade of the three regular exams with the final exam grade.  If you take all four exams and it turns out that your final exam grade is the lowest, I will only use your three highest exam grades in determining your average grade for the class.  
You must bring to each exam: a #2 pencil and a scantron sheet.  Please use the thin green/teal scantron forms (the forms with 50 questions on each side).
3.  Written Project


The written project, worth 50 points, is an APA-style research paper that should be between 5 – 7 pages in length (double-spaced, Times New Roman 12pt. font).  The topic of the paper should involve cultural or ethnic influences on personality, personality theory, or methods of measuring or assessing personality.  You are encouraged to choose a more specific topic within this broad range that interests you.  All students must have their topic approved by the instructor, and this topic must be submitted to me by Monday, June 28th.  Your paper will be graded on content, grammar, and adherence to APA writing style.  You must have at LEAST four references for your paper (from scientific, peer-reviewed journals or other academic research publications – books, etc.). 
4.  Grading Scale

Your grade for the course will consist of the average of three exams (worth 100 points each) and the written project (50 points); therefore, the total amount of points you can earn is 350.  GMU’s plus/minus grading scale will be used in determining your final average.
A+ (97%+); A (93-96%); A- (90-92%); B+ (87-89%); B (83-86%); B- (80-82%);

C+ (77-79%); C (70-76%); D (60-69%); F (59% & below)
A Few Important Policies:  
· The last day to add a summer course is June 16th, the last day to drop with no tuition liability is June 16th, and the last day to drop is June 21st.
· All students are expected to comply with the George Mason University Honor Code as found in your Student Handbook.  Plagiarism or cheating of any sort will not be tolerated, and students caught doing so will at the very least receive a zero for the assignment/exam.
· Any student who has a disability documented by the GMU Disability Support Services Office and who requires accommodation in order to complete this course should come see me during the first week of classes.
Tentative Syllabus
Important Note:  Please keep in mind that the following is a tentative syllabus and topics and assignments can be changed, added, or deleted at any time.  I will do my best to announce such changes ahead of time in class. 
	Class Dates
	Lecture Topics
	Reading Due

	Mon, June 7
	Defining Personality, Methods of Personality Assessment and Research
	Chapters 1 & 2

	Wed, June 9
	The Psychoanalytic Approach:  Freudian Theory and Research
	Chapters 3 & 4

	Mon, June 14
	The Psychoanalytic Approach:  Neo-Freudian Theory and Research
	Chapters 5 & 6

	Wed, June 16
	EXAM #1 – Chapters 1-6
	

	Mon, June 21
	The Trait Theory and Research
	Chapters 7 & 8

	Wed, June 23
	The Biological Approach and Research
	Chapters 9 & 10

	Mon, June 28
	Cultural Influences on Personality
	Journal articles

	Wed, June 30
	** Class Canceled
	

	Mon, July 5
	HOLIDAY – 4th of July!  
	

	Wed, July 7
	** Class Canceled
	

	Mon, July 12
	EXAM #2 – Chapters 7-10 & Cultural Articles, Written Project due
	

	Wed, July 14
	The Humanistic Approach and Research
	Chapters 11 & 12

	Mon, July 19
	The Behavioral/Social Learning Approach and Research
	Chapters 13 & 14

	Wed, July 21
	The Cognitive Approach and Research
	Chapters 15 & 16

	Mon, July 26
	EXAM #3 – Chapters 11-16
	

	Wed, July 28
	** FINAL EXAM **  At our regular time in our regular classroom (7:20-10pm in Robinson B 122)
	


