                   ABNORMAL PSYCHOLOGY (PSYC 325)PRIVATE 

                            Summer 2004, Section A01 

                   9:30 - 11:35 AM, MTWR in David King 2053

Professor: Jerome L. Short, Ph.D.

Office: David King Hall 2045 

Phone: 703-993-1368

E-Mail: jshort@gmu.edu 

Webpage: mason.gmu.edu/~jshort

Office Hours: 2:00 - 4:00 Tuesdays

Required Textbook: Halgin, R. P., & Whitbourne, S. K. (2003). Abnormal psychology.  

New York, NY: McGraw-Hill.  Webpage: www.mhhe.com/halgin4 

Welcome! This course will introduce you to the major principles of assessing and treating abnormal behavior. I expect you to attend class regularly and to complete all reading assignments before each class. I will use class time for lectures, discussions, videos, and class demonstrations of psychological concepts. 

Requirement. 

Three Exams. Your exams are each worth 100 points (300 points total). The exams are 80% multiple choice (40 questions worth 2 points each) and 20% essay questions (4 questions worth from 4 to 6 points each) based on classroom activities and the textbook. The exams will each focus on five chapters and are not cumulative.  

Missed Exams.  You can make-up a missed exam if you have a note from a physician indicating that you could not attend the exam.  The professor will consider other reasons for missing an exam and will decide whether or not to allow the student to make-up the exam.  Any make-up exams may have a different format from the original exam.

Extra Credit. You can earn up to 6 points of extra credit that is added onto your point total for the class. There are two ways to earn these points. First, you can participate as a volunteer for three hours in psychology department research (2 points per hour). Alternatively, you can write a psychology journal article summary and critique on a content area covered by your book that is three typed pages (2 points per page). 

Honor Code.  All students will follow the GMU Honor Code in this course.  I will report cheating to the Honor Code committee.   You can look at two websites to get more information:   http://mason.gmu.edu/%7Emontecin/plagiarism.htm and http://www.gmu.edu/departments/unilife/honorcode.html 

Technology.  I encourage you to study the webpage (www.mhhe.com/halgin4) designed by the publisher of your textbook and take the practice quizzes that it offers.

With instructor permission, you can enroll simultaneously in Psychology in the Community (PSYC 328) for one credit.

Grading. I will base your final grade on your point total. 

A   = 279 - 300 (93% or more) 

A-  = 270 - 278 (90 - 92%) 

B+ = 261 - 269 (87 - 89%) 

B   = 249 - 260 (83 - 86%) 

B-  = 240 - 248 (80 - 82%) 

C+ = 231 - 239 (77 - 79%) 

C   = 210 - 230 (70 - 76%) 

D   = 180 - 209 (60 - 69%) 

F   = 000 - 179 (below 60%).

Course Topics, Reading Assignments, and Exam Dates: 

5/17 Ch. 1: History and Research Methods; pp. 1-35.

5/18 Ch. 2: Classification and Treatment Plans; pp. 36-67.

5/19 Ch. 3: Assessment; pp. 68-103.

5/20 Ch. 4: Theoretical Perspectives; pp. 104-151. 

5/24 Ch. 15: Ethical and Legal Issues; pp. 482-505. 

5/25 *** EXAM 1 *** 

5/26 Ch. 5: Anxiety Disorders; pp. 152-189.

5/27 Ch. 6: Somatoform and Dissociative Disorders; pp. 190-227.

6/1 Ch. 7: Sexual Disorders; pp. 228-263.

6/2 Ch. 8: Mood Disorders; pp. 264-297. 

6/3 Ch. 9: Schizophrenia; pp. 298-331.

6/7 *** EXAM 2 ***

6/8   Ch. 10: Personality Disorders; pp. 332-365.

6/9   Ch. 11: Development-Related Disorders; pp. 366-393. 

6/10 Ch. 12: Aging-related and Cognitive Disorders; pp. 394-417.

6/14 Ch. 13: Substance-Related Disorders; pp. 418-453.

6/15 Ch. 14: Eating Disorders and Impulse-Control Disorders; pp. 454-481.

6/17 *** EXAM 3 ***  (10:30 – 1:15)

