PSYC 211 – C01

Summer 2005
Instructor: Kathryn Levit


Email: klevit@gmu.edu

Office: 1029 DK (enter through DK1021)


Office Hours:  Tuesday 10:45—111:45, or by appointment before or after class


Phone: (703) 993-4050

Course Objectives:  This course will cover psychological development from early

infancy through late adulthood.  We will do this by identifying critical features of physical, cognitive and emotional development across the lifespan and examining how these factors interact to promote optimal developmental outcomes for children and adults.  The course will incorporate information from both historical approaches/theories and current research findings in order to introduce students to theoretical and research issues in the field of human development.  At the end of the semester, students should have a broad understanding of psychological development across the lifespan, and be able to identify the basic developmental issues and constructs for infancy, childhood, adolescence and early middle and late adulthood.  
Textbooks:  

Required: Papalia, Olds, & Feldman (2004): Human Development (9th Ed.) and 

the Study Guide to accompany this text.
Additional Required Reading:  Thelen, E., Fisher, D., & Ridley-Johnson, R. (2002).  The relationship between physical growth and a newborn reflex.  Infant Behavior & Development (25), 72-85.  This paper is available on-line through the GMU e-journal collection.  You should download this article, read it and bring it to class 5/24)

Class Attendance:  Attendance in class is highly recommended, as exams will focus on

material from lecture and class discussion that may not be included in the text.  Although the class format is primarily lecture, class participation will be encouraged through group discussions, assignments, and projects.  If you miss a class, it is your responsibility to obtain the information from a classmate.  
Exams:  There will be a mid-term and a final exam.  Each test will consist of approximately 50 multiple choice questions and up to 5 short answer questions.   The final exam is not cumulative and will cover the second half of the semester.  Exams will cover material from lecture, readings and in-class work.   Exams will be worth 50% of the total course grade (25% each).   

Semester Projects: In addition to the tests, students will be asked to complete 4 short 

projects during the course of the semester.  Semester projects will be graded on content, spelling/grammar, and neatness.  Projects must be turned in by the end of class on the assigned date in order for students to receive full credit for the assignment unless prior arrangements are made with me to turn the work in late.  No work may be submitted by email without prior approval.  Projects will be worth 40% of the total grade (10% each).

Project 1: Research Report 
Students will read and summarize (2 pages) the Thelen et al. research paper.  A detailed description of this project will be provided by email.
Project 2: Naturalistic Observation 
Students will complete an observational study, and submit a short (2 pages) write-up of what you observed.  Observations may be done in playgrounds, restaurants and shopping areas, or other public areas where you can observe children at play or interacting with adults.  Write-up should include both a description of what you saw and a paragraph relating your observations to course material.  More information will be provided via email.                          

Project 3: Article Summary 

Students will locate and summarize an article from the popular media (newspaper, magazine, internet) that discusses an area of adolescent or young adulthood.  The write-up should describe the main points of the article and what the author is saying about adolescence or young adulthood first, then discuss the author’s points in reference to course material.  More information will be provided via email.

Project 4:  Movie Write-up 

Students will watch one movie from a list provided by the instructor that highlights an important issue in adult development and/or aging, and write a brief summary (2 pages) of the movie with a focus on the issues relevant to the cognitive and socio-emotional issues discussed in lecture/text.  More information will be provided by email.

Participation:  (10% of total grade)
During the summer semesters it is particularly important that students attend class regularly, keep up with reading, and join in class activities and discussions.  I will assign a grade based on your attendance and class participation that will count toward the total number of points you earn for the semester.  Class participation entails attending and participating in class discussion on a regular basis.  There will also be occasions where you will participate in in-class exercises that will be worth participation points.  I will also use your attendance record as part of this grade, so that students who attend regularly and participate in class activities should receive full points for participation.  

Grading: The final course grade will be calculated from the total points earned on tests,

semester projects, and participation.   In case of borderline grades, I may take consistency and direction of change into account in assigning final grades. The following grading scale will be used:


A  
90--100%
C 
70—79%
F
<60%


B
80—89%
D
60—69%


I will assign plus and minus grades to students falling at the extremes of the letter scales.
Honor Policy: Students in this course are expected to comply with the GMU Honor Code.  Students should refer to the information listed on the University Home Page  (http://www.gmu.edu/departments/unilife/honorcode.html) for definitions of behaviors such as lying, stealing, cheating and plagiarism that are considered honor code violations.  Honor code violations will not be tolerated in this course.   

Accommodation for Students with Disabilities:  It is University policy to make reasonable accommodations for students with special needs because of a physical or learning disability.  Students who anticipate a need for such accommodation should initiate a request for accommodation to me at the beginning of the semester.  I will make every reasonable effort to accommodate these needs.  Students with special needs are encouraged to contact the Disability Resource Center (222 Student Union I) for more information about services available through GMU.

Technology:  Students will be expected to have activated their GMU email account by the first week of class.  I will use this account to contact you periodically during the course of the semester, so you are encouraged to check this account frequently or have your mail forwarded to an account that you do use regularly.  WEBCT will not be used for this course.

Tentative Course Outline: PSY 211-C01

Summer 2005
Date



Topic




Reading
Introduction to Developmental Psychology

6/27

Introductions


Intro to Lifespan Development


Chapter 1

6/28                 Developmental Theories and Research

Ch. 2
Infancy and Early Childhood
6/29

The Neonatal Period (Video) 



pp. 113-115, 125-147
6/30

Introduction to Infancy: Perceptual & Motor

Thelen paper

7/4

No Class: 4th of July

7/5

Infancy: discussion of Thelen



Ch. 5


Cognitive and Social Development



7/6

Early Childhood: Cognitive



Ch. 6
7/7

Early Childhood: Social



Ch. 7 & 8


Project 1 Due

7/11

Video: Early Childhood



Ch. 9


Middle Childhood





Childhood and Adolescence
7/12

Middle Childhood




Ch. 10
7/13

Video 


Midterm Exam

7/14

Adolescence





Ch. 11
7/18

Adolescence





Ch. 12


Video



Project 2 Due

Adulthood
7/19

Young Adulthood




Ch. 13
7/20

Young Adulthood




Ch. 14
7/21

Middle Adulthood




Ch. 15


Project 3 Due





7/25

Middle Adulthood




Ch. 16
7/26

Late Adulthood




Ch. 17
7/27

Late Adulthood




Ch. 18
7/28

Successful Aging, Death and Dying


Ch. 19


Project 4 Due

7/29

Final Exam 10:30 – 1:15
