Abnormal Psychology Syllabus

Psyc 325-B01
Summer 2005

Taught by:  Stefanie Joswick


Meeting Time: TR 7:20 – 10:00 

Phone:  (305) 502-6331



Location: Robinson Hall B122
E-mail:  sjoswick@gmu.edu


Office:  Thompson Hall Room 131

Office Hours: T 6:15-7:20 PM and by appt.  

Course Goals:


This course is designed to provide students with a solid foundation for understanding psychopathology using the field’s most current conceptualizations of abnormal behavior and mental disorders.  In addition, this course is designed to enhance students’ overall education in psychology through a better understanding of a variety of psychological illnesses.  

Textbook:

Ronald J. Comer, Abnormal Psychology, 5th Ed.

Grading:

· Final grades will be based on a total of 300 possible points.  Each of three tests will be worth 100 points. Final course grades will be the percent of each student’s earned points out of 300. 
· 278 - 300  points  =  93-100%  
A 


· 269 - 277  points  =  90-92%  
A-

· 262 - 268  points  =  87-89%
B+

· 248 - 261  points  =  83-86%
B

· 239 - 247  points  =  80-82%
B-

· 230 - 238  points  =  77-79% 
C+

· 218 - 229  points  =  73-76% 
C

· 209 - 217  points  =  70-72% 
C-

· 179 - 208  points  =  60-69%
D
· 0 – 178  points  =  0-59% 

F
· The format of all tests will be multiple-choice with possible short answer questions.  

· Extra credit can be earned by participating in psychology research.  Students may participate in research experiments and earn 1 point for every hour of participation.  As many as 5 points may be earned.  To sign up for experiments, go to www.Experimetrix.com/gmu.  
· Disabled students needing special services must see the instructor within the first week of class.  

Schedule:

Students are expected to read textbook chapters BEFORE the scheduled lecture.

Week 1

T 6/7
Introduction, Syllabi distributed, Ch. 1: History of Abnormal Psychology, Ch. 3 Overview of abnormal behavior and mental Disorders 

 R 6/9

 
Ch. 5 Anxiety Disorders
Week 2 

T 6/14


Ch. 6: Stress Disorders

R 6/16


Ch. 7: Somatoform and Dissociative Disorders 
Week 3

T 6/21


Test 1: Chapters 1, 3, 5, 6, 7, and Lecture material
R 6/23
Review Test, Ch. 8: Mood Disorders 

Week 4
T 6/28
Ch. 9: Treatments for Mood Disorders, Ch. 10: Suicide 

R 6/30


Ch. 11: Eating Disorders, Ch. 12: Substance Related Disorders
 

Week 5
T 7/5 


NO CLASS (Enjoy Independence Day!)

R 7/7


Ch. 13: Sexual Disorders and Gender Identity Disorder

Week 6
T 7/12


Test 2: Chapters 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, and Lecture material



R 7/14


Ch. 14: Schizophrenia
Week 7
T 7/19


Ch. 16: Personality Disorders 
R 7/21
Ch. 17: Disorders of Childhood and Adolescence, Ch. 18 of Aging and Cognition
Week 8
T 7/26
Test 3: Chapters 14, 16, 17, 18 and Lecture material. (This is your final exam.  No, it is not cumulative). 
This schedule is subject to change as the course progresses.  For any and all changes, students will be notified as early as possible.
Honor Code:  The GMU Honor Code applies to this course.

