


Page 3

George Mason University


Course Syllabus: 
Psychology 671: Role and Function of the School Psychologist

Class Meeting:
[Session X, June 28-August 11]

Tuesday / Thursday: 6-8:40pm (Psych Clinic)
Instructor: 
Debra C. Echtenkamp


c (703) 626-7711, w (301) 279-3731,  h (703) 771-7898


email: dcechtenkamp@yahoo.com 

Office Hours:
Tuesday 8:40-9:40pm, Psychology Clinic

Course Description:  This course is an introduction to the profession of school psychology and centers on the history of school psychology, the different roles and functions of school psychologists, legal and ethical issues, as well as professional issues and standards.  

Course Objectives:

1. Provide students with knowledge about the roles and functions of school psychologists.  

2. Provide students with knowledge about the history and foundations of school psychology.

3. Provide students with knowledge of the code of ethics school psychologists must apply to the practice of school psychology.

4. Provide students with the knowledge of the laws relevant to school psychology.

5. Provide students with the knowledge of the professional issues surrounding the practice of school psychology and standards of practice to which they strive to adhere.

6. Provide students with a framework for practicing school psychology within a multi-cultural society.

Course Structure and Requirements: The course is comprised of regular class meetings for lecture and discussion. Attendance is mandatory.  Students in this class are expected to adhere to the George Mason University Honor System and Code as stated in the GMU Catalog.

Texts:

1.
Thomas, A., & Grimes, J. (2002).  Best Practices in School Psychology IV.  Bethesda, MD: The National Association of School Psychologists.
2. Jacob-Timm, Susan & Hartshorne, Tim (2003). Ethics and Law for School Psychologists (Fourth Edition). New York: John Wiley& Sons, Inc.

Special Issues: If you have a disability documented by the Disability Support Services Office, which requires special conditions for assignments (extended time, large type, etc.), see me the first week of classes.

Course Requirements: 

Interview:  Students will be required to interview a school psychologist.  The interview should compare and contrast that professional’s view of their “ideal” role of the school psychologist to how they currently practice. The student’s will write a summary of the interview including their reaction and discuss their experience in class. This project is due by July 14th.   

Certification: Each student should review the NASP requirements for national certification (NCSP) including a review of the PRAXIS exam and NASP application.

Law Paper: Students are required to write one term paper (approximately 10 pages in length) in APA format that pertains to a case law and how it has impacted the field of school psychology.  Papers should clearly discuss the events that lead to the suit, present both sides of the legal positions, outcome and the implications for practice. Topics are due July 1 and will need approval.  Papers are due August 4th .

Class Participation:  Students are expected to actively participate in class.  The class meetings are intended to promote lively discussion regarding school psychology topics in a dynamic learning environment.  

Grading criteria:

Interview 


40% (280 points)

Certification


10% (70 points)

Paper



40% (280 point)

Class participation
10% (70 points)


Grading:  The final grade will be calculated using the following conversion system: 

92– 100= A   (641 points+)

83 – 91 = B    (578-640 points)

 < 83     = F    (< 578 points)

(According to the GMU School Psychology Handbook STUDENTS MUST RECEIVE A GRADE OF “B” OR BETTER IN ALL ACADEMIC COURSES. Any grade below a B is, therefore, considered a failure.)

Psychology 671: Role and Function of the School Psychologist Calendar


Week 1

History & Development of School Psychology

(June 28 & 30)

BP: Chapters 1, 15


Week 2

Roles and General Ethics


July 5 


BP: 2, 3, 10; E&L: App. C

July 7


E&L: 1, 3, Appendices A&B; BP: 5 Appendices A&B


Week 3

Assessment, Consultation, Counseling & Intervention


July12  

E&L: 4; BP: 83, 84, 80, 81                            
July14


E&L: 7, 8; BP: 33, 41

Interview papers due


Week 4

Special Education Process


July 19  

E&L: 2 (pp. 29-43), 5;  
July 21


IDEA 2004





(pp. 7-29, 50-63, 72-75)


Week 5

IDEA (con’t), Section 504 and ADA

July 26 & 28

E&L: 6 Discussion of Disability Categories




Section 504 and ADA 

Week 6




Aug. 2 & 4
 
Diversity: BP: 24, 25, 82, 88, 93; E&L: App D





(8/4) Law papers due


Week 7   

  


Aug. 9  

Problem Solving & Crisis Management




BP:  39, 67

August 11

Professional Issues





E&L: 2 (pp. 43-50), BP: Appendix III&IV, 12, 13

