
PSYC 313 - Child Psychology
Tuesday/Thursday 12:00-1:15 pm
Krug Hall 210
Course Syllabus – Fall 2010
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Instructor:

Beth Warsof, M.Ed.

Office:

1029 David King Hall

Office Phone:

703-993-4050


Office Hours:
Tues 1:30-3 + by  appt.

Email:


bwarsof@gmu.edu




Course Description:

This is a survey course centering on children’s affective, cognitive, and social development.  Several major theoretical positions are explored and practical applications suggested.

Textbook
Bee, H. & Boyd, D. (2010). The Developing Child (12th edition). Boston, MA: Allyn & Bacon.
(Any edition is fine, you will just need to adjust assigned chapters to your edition.)
Course Requirements and Assignments
· Attendance 5%
The easiest way to do well in this class is to simply show up. 

· Exams 75%
You have three in-class exams worth 25% each.  These tests will primarily consist of multiple choice and true/false items. These exams will rely heavily on material covered in class.  No make-up exams will be given, except under extraordinary circumstances beyond the student's control, and this would have to be arranged in advance. 

· Paper 20% 
A paper relating childhood experiences to psychological theories.  More information will be provided in a separate, paper guidelines document.  Grading will be based on a structured outline (20%) due on October 26th in class. The final paper (80%) is due on November 23rd in class. Papers submitted after this time will not be accepted and students who do so will receive a "0" for the paper grade. Papers must be submitted in class.

The Honor Code

Students in this course are expected to behave at all times in a manner consistent with the GMU Honor System and Code. (http://mason.gmu.edu/~montecin/plagiarism.htm).  Students are encouraged to study together as much as possible throughout the course, however, no assistance, sharing of information, or discussion of exam items or answers between students may take place. For all work, the name that appears on the paper must be the author. Violations of the Honor Code will not be tolerated in this course and will be immediately reported according to GMU procedures.  The instructor reserves the right to use software to determine the extent to which the work is the student’s. The instructor for this course reserves the right to enter a failing grade to any student found guilty of an honor code violation.
Miscellaneous
Please activate and check (or forward) your GMU email.

The deadlines for adding and dropping classes are as follows:

Last day to add this class:  September 14
Last day to drop this class:  October 1
Students may not reproduce any portion of the exam (including uploading to the Internet).

Audio recording of classroom lectures is not allowed without explicit permission by the instructor.

If you are a student with disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 709-993-2474. All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.

Life is stressful and we all need a little support sometimes. Students are encouraged to contact Counseling Services (364 Student Union I) at (703)-993-2385 for assistance with any kind of psychological/life problem or crisis situation. I can help with referrals for students with particular counseling needs so please feel free to talk with me for help with anything.

	Date
	Topic
	Readings/Assignments Due

	8/31/10
	Overview
	 

	9/2/10
	Constructing Knowledge
	Piaget: 1.1, 1.7, 6.1-6.3

	9/7/10
	Constructing Knowledge
	

	9/9/10
	No class
	 

	9/14/10
	Constructing Knowledge
	 

	9/16/10
	Developing Knowledge
	Piaget: 6.4-6.8, 3.4, 5.9, 5.10

	9/21/10
	Developing Knowledge
	Piaget: 6.11, 6.13 

	9/23/10
	Developing Knowledge
	

	9/28/10
	Developing Knowledge
	 

	9/30/10
	Exam 1
	Exam 1

	 
	 
	 

	10/5/10
	Co-Constructing Knowledge
	Vygotsky: 1.7, 6.10, 8.9

	10/7/10
	Co-Constructing Knowledge
	 

	10/12/10
	No class (Monday classes)
	 

	10/14/10
	Context & Development
	Temperament: 3.7, 9.1, 9.3, 9.12

	10/19/10
	Context & Development
	Ecological Systems: 1.3, 13.2 

	10/21/10
	Context & Development
	Parenting: 13.6, 13.7

	10/26/10
	Emotional Development
	Structured Outline Due

	10/28/10
	Emotional Development
	Attachment: 11.1-11.3, 11.5-11.7

	11/2/10
	The Forbidden Experiment
	 

	11/4/10
	The Forbidden Experiment
	 

	11/9/10
	Exam 2
	Exam 2

	 
	 
	 

	11/11/10
	Historical Roots: Biological
	 

	11/16/10
	Historical Roots: Biological
	 

	11/18/10
	Historical Roots: Freud
	Freud: 1.6, 9.7, 9.8

	11/23/10
	Historical Roots: Erikson
	Final Paper Due

	11/25/10
	Thanksgiving Break
	 

	11/30/10
	Historical Roots: Erikson
	Erikson: 1.6, 9.9-9.11, 10.5

	12/2/10
	Moral Development
	Kohlberg: 12.5-12.9

	12/7/10
	Moral Development
	 

	12/9/10
	Overview (Last class)
	 

	12/16/10
	Exam 3 (10:30am-1:15pm)
	Exam 3 (10:30am-1:15pm)

	
	
	

	Supplemental readings will also be provided in class.



