
PSYC 704 – Lifespan Development
T 4:30 – 7:10 pm
Innovation Hall 205

Course Syllabus – Fall 2010
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Instructor:

Timothy W. Curby, PhD
Office:

1014a  David King Hall

Phone:


703-993-2457


Office Hours:
Tue  2:00 – 4:00  +  by  appt.

Email:


tcurby@gmu.edu




Course Description:

This class will survey theories and research regarding lifespan development across a number of developmental domains.
Required Readings
All readings are instructor-supplied. (See 704 Readings List.)
Course Format

This course is a discussion-based seminar, and thus reliant on the participation of all students.  Given this format, it is imperative that everyone come prepared to participate for each class session.  Preparation involves completing the readings, taking relevant notes, preparing thought papers, and serving as class discussion leader.  In addition, I will cover new concepts at the beginning of each week.
Course Requirements and Assignments

· Class Leader (1)

· A pair of students will act as discussion facilitators for each class meeting.  Students will be responsible for asking thought-provoking questions that facilitate discussion. By noon Monday send me several possible questions to inspire good discussion (~5 from each article although many should cut across articles).  There is no need to do a thought paper on the week when you lead discussion.
· Weekly Thought Paper (12)

· Thought papers should be in-depth discussions of issues inspired by the readings, not summaries (although brief summaries of pertinent aspects of the reading prior to discussion is fine).  Furthermore, students are expected to include discussion of one paper that is not on the reading list, but which you went and found as a result of reading.  Be sure to push thoughts to their conclusion, and then further. The point is to develop your own thinking about the issues.  Thought papers should be emailed to me by noon Monday.
· Participation (14)
· Without participation (and attendance), this course does not work.  Therefore, students are expected to be in every class.  Missing three or more classes will result in failing the class.
· Paper (1)
· Write a 10 -12 page paper on a topic of choice relevant to lifespan development. 
· The paper will be completed in several steps:
· The 1-page Summary will lay out the basic ideas that will be addressed in the paper.

· The Outline will give an overview of the layout of the points to be made in the paper.

· The Very Rough Draft is expected to be at least 5 pages of text. At times it can be mixed in with an outline or a general description of what is going to be discussed.  Some place holders for citations are okay.  

· Rough Draft/Peer Review.  Students will provide one other person (assigned by me) a rough draft.  A rough draft is expected to be at least 8 pages.  Students will provide one another substantive written feedback about their rough drafts.  It is expected to be 2-3 pages long and address the following points: (a) summarize the main focus/argument of the paper, (b) highlight the strengths of the paper, (c) point to conceptual issues, gaps in logic, or contradictions, that limit the impact of the paper, (d) note any technical difficulties, and, if you are familiar with the topic (e) recommend additional issues that should be considered.  Students may feel free to add some reflection or speculation on the topic that the paper may have raised for you as a reader.
· Final Paper. APA style, 10-20 references, 10-12 pages, Times New Roman, 12 point fonts, 1” margins.
Except under extraordinary circumstances (and in communication with me), any assignment submitted after its due date/time will not be accepted and will receive a "0" for the grade. 

Grading Procedures

Students' final grades will be determined as follows:

Class Leader (1)

  5%

Participation (14)

14%
Thought Papers (12)

36%
Paper:
1-Page Summary

  5%
Outline


  5%

Very Rough Draft

10%

Rough Draft/Peer Review
10%

Final Draft


15%
The Honor Code

Students in this course are expected to behave at all times in a manner consistent with the GMU Honor System and Code. (http://mason.gmu.edu/~montecin/plagiarism.htm). For all work, the name that appears on the paper must be the author. If you are using someone else’s work as a source, cite it.  Please see details available at the website above. Violations of the Honor Code will not be tolerated in this course and will be immediately reported according to GMU procedures.  The instructor reserves the right to use software to determine the extent to which the work is the student’s. The instructor for this course reserves the right to enter a failing grade to any student found guilty of an honor code violation.
Miscellaneous

The deadlines for adding and dropping classes are as follows:

Last day to add classes:  September 14
Last day to drop with no academic liability:  October 1
Please activate and check (or forward) your GMU email.

Audio recording of classroom lectures is not allowed without explicit permission by the instructor.

If you are a student with disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 709-993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.
Life is stressful and we all need a little support sometimes. Students are encouraged to contact Counseling Services (364 Student Union I) at 993-2385 for assistance with any kind of psychological/life problem or crisis situation. I can help with referrals for students with particular counseling needs so please feel free to talk with me for help with anything.

Tentative Course Outline

[image: image1.emf]Date Topic Due

1

08/31/10Greetings, Introductions, Logistics, and Historical Perspectives

2

09/07/10Issues, Theories, & Methods in Lifespan Research 

3

09/14/10Brain Development 

4

09/21/10Temperament and social-emotional development

5

09/28/10Language Development 

6

10/05/10Views of Intelligence, Cognitive Development 

10/12/10NO CLASS--Monday classes meet Tuesday Outline Due by 4:30

7

10/19/10Development in Context: School

8

10/26/10The Development of the Self (Personality)

9

11/02/10Emerging Adulthood Very Rough Draft

10

11/09/10Spiritual Development

11

11/16/10Adult Personal Relationships

12

11/23/10Work, Leisure, & Retirement Rough Draft Due to me & peer

13

11/31/10Participation in the Family and Social World  Peer Review Due to me & author

14

12/07/10Well-Being and Successful Aging  Extra Credit if Final Paper is turned in

12/14/10FINAL PAPER DUE  Final Paper Due by 4:30



