
PSYC 313- Child Psychology

T Th – 1:30 pm – 2:45 pm

Fine Arts Building FAB b108
Course Syllabus – SPRING 2009
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Instructor:

Timothy W. Curby, PhD
Office:

2048 David King Hall

Phone:


993-2457


Office Hours:
Th  10:00 – 12:00  +  by  appt.
Email:


tcurby@gmu.edu




Course Description:

This is a survey course centering on children’s affective, cognitive, and social development.  Several major theoretical positions are explored and practical applications suggested.

Textbook
Wadsworth, B.J. (2004).  Piaget’s theory of cognitive and affective development (5th Edition).  Boston: Allyn & Bacon.

Other readings will be supplied by instructor

Course Requirements and Assignments
· Midterm Exams.

On Thursday, February 19th, students will complete Exam 1 and on Thursday, April 9th, students will complete Exam 2, in class. The tests will consist of a variety of answer formats including: multiple choice, true/false, matching, and short answer. These exams will rely heavily on material covered in class.  No make-up exams will be given, except under extraordinary circumstances beyond the student's control, and this would have to be arranged in advance. 

· Final Exam.  
On Thursday May 7th at 1:30, students will complete a final exam of similar format to the midterms. No make-up exams will be given, except under extraordinary circumstances beyond the student's control, and this would have to be arranged in advance. 
· Weekly Posting of a Review Question
Each week, students are required to post one multiple choice question (or their own making) to Blackboard that could be used on an exam.  Questions should be of sufficient difficulty that the correct answer should only be apparent to those who have attended class.  I will open a new thread each week.  Questions are to be posted by midnight Sunday of each week.

· Weekly Blackboard Discussion 

Each week a discussion question will be posted by me in a Blackboard thread.  Each student is required to have a substantive response to the question and at least one substantive response to another student.   Students are invited to reflect, integrate, and make connections between the readings and other readings, other knowledge, and their own experiences. Responding to the Responding to the instructor posting must be completed by midnight Friday of each week.  Responding to at least one other student must be completed by midnight Sunday. 
· The instructor reserves the right to lower a student’s grade by one percentage point per absence for students who do not attend more than three class periods.
· Paper. 
The final paper is due on Thursday, April 21st at class time. Papers submitted after this time will not be accepted and students who do so will receive a "0" for the paper grade. See paper guidelines for details.
Grading Procedures
Students' final grades will be determined as follows:

Exam 1

20%
Exam 2

20%
Final Exam

20%

Review Questions
5%
Online Discussion
15%
Paper


20%
The Honor Code

Students in this course are expected to behave at all times in a manner consistent with the GMU Honor System and Code. (http://mason.gmu.edu/~montecin/plagiarism.htm).
Students are encouraged to collaborate and study together as much as possible throughout the course, however, no assistance, sharing of information, or discussion of exam items or answers between students may take place. For the paper, students can assist each other in the form of helping with library research procedures, proofreading drafts, and discussing the assignment, but the student(s) whose name appears on the paper must be the author. Violations of the Honor Code will not be tolerated in this course and will be immediately reported according to GMU procedures.

Miscellaneous
Please activate and check (or forward) your GMU email.

The deadlines for adding and dropping classes are as follows:

Last day to add:  February 3rd 
Last day to drop:   February 20th
Audio recording of classroom lectures is not allowed without explicit permission by the instructor.

If you are a student with disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 709-993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.

Life is stressful and we all need a little support sometimes. Students are encouraged to contact Counseling Services (364 Student Union I) at 993-2385 for assistance with any kind of psychological/life problem or crisis situation. I can help with referrals for students with particular counseling needs so please feel free to talk with me for help with anything.

Tentative Course Outline
	Date
	Topic
	Assignment Due In-Class
	Reading Due

	1/22
	Overview
	
	

	1/27
	Constructing Knowledge
	
	

	1/29
	Constructing Knowledge
	
	Wadsworth Ch. 2

	2/3
	Constructing Knowledge
	
	Wadsworth Ch. 1

	2/5
	Constructing Knowledge
	
	Wadsworth Ch. 3

	2/10
	Developing Knowledge
	
	Wadsworth Ch. 4

	2/12
	Developing Knowledge
	
	Wadsworth Ch. 5

	2/17
	Developing Knowledge
	
	Wadsworth Ch. 6

	
	
	
	

	2/19
	EXAM 1
	
	

	
	
	
	

	2/24
	Co-Constructing Knowledge
	
	Packard (2007) It's fun, but does it make you smarter?

	2/26
	Co-Constructing Knowledge
	
	ACM 146-180

	3/3
	Forbidden Experiment
	
	Rymer (1993) Genie [Ch. 1-3]

	3/5
	Forbidden Experiment
	
	

	3/10
	No Class--Spring Break
	
	

	3/12
	No Class--Spring Break
	
	

	3/17
	Context & Development
	
	Fox et al (2007) Plasticity for affective Neurocircuitry

	3/19
	Context & Development
	
	Kagen et al (1988) Biological bases of childhood shyness

	3/24
	Context & Development
	Paper Topic Due
	

	3/26
	Context & Development
	
	

	3/31
	Attachment
	2 Theories
	

	4/2
	No Class--SRCD
	
	

	4/7
	Attachment
	One Page Summary
	Johnson et al. (2007) Evidence of Infants' Internal Working Models of Attachment

	
	
	
	

	4/9
	EXAM 2
	
	

	
	
	
	

	4/14
	Moral Development
	
	

	4/16
	Moral Development
	
	APAZTTF (2008) Are zero tolerance policies effective in the schools

	4/21
	Moral Development
	Papers Due
	Decades later, still asking…

	4/23
	Historical Foundations
	
	

	4/28
	Historical Foundations
	
	TDP pp. 110-131

	4/30
	Historical Foundations
	
	

	5/5
	Historical Foundations
	
	TDP pp. 146-163

	
	
	
	

	5/7
	Exam 3 (1:30-4:15)
	
	



