
Psvchology i00-002

Dr.  Dor is  Bi t ler
e-rnai l :  psyc I  00@gmu.edu
pliorre: 993-8724
Off lce hours b; -  appointment  (Col lege Hal l .  Cl l3)

COURSE GOALS: This  course lv i l l  prov ide you wi th an overv iew of  the f le ld  of  Psychology,  inc luding i ts
varied sub-discipl ines and theoretical approaches. Emphasis rvi l l  be placed on psychological research and
cultural inf luences on behavior.

REQUIRED TEXT: The textbook for this course is "Psychology in Action" by Huffman, Vernoy & Vernoy.

SUPPLEMENTAL COURSE MATERIALS: New copies of the text purchased through the GMU bookstore
include a CD-ROM. This is not required for the course.

M W F  l l : 3 0 -  I  : 2 0 I - -a l l  1998

GRADING:
In-c lass exams (2 of  3)
Final  exam
In-c lass exerc ises (  l0)
Research part icipa.t ion (5)

25% each

lo/o each
lo/o each

50%
35%
t 0 %
5 %

IN-CLASS EXAMS: There will be three in-class exams throughout the semester. These exams will not be
cumulative. Each will consist primarily of multiple choice questions, rvith a few short-answer, matching orfill-
in questions. The lowest grade ofthe three will be dropped, with each ofthe remaining two grades counting for
25% ofyour final grade inthe class. There will be no make-up exams. Ifyou miss one ofthe exams, for any
reason, that will be the exam grade that is dropped.

FINAL EXAM: The final exam, worth 35oZ of your final grade, will be all multiple choice. Attendance at the
final is mandatory, so please make your vacation travel plans accordingly. No make-up exams will be
permitted, and it will not be possible to reschedule the final exam. The exam is scheduled to begin at l0:30 am
on December 14. Copies ofthe exam will not be handed out after l0:45am.

IN-CLASS EXERCISES: Throughout the semester, you will be actively participating in hands-on exercises and
demonstrations. While individual exercises will not be graded, you rvill receive credit for your participation.
You must be in class to receive credit. and turn in vour rvork on a scantron form. These exercises will count
toward l0olo ofyour final grade.

RESEARCH PARTICIPATION: Students taking Psycholory 100 are required to participate in psychological
research or altemate research experiences (such as aftending special lectures on psychology experiments).
Opportunities for participation are posted outside ofthe Psychology Department office in David King Hall. You
must participate in five such experiences to receive full credit. with each research experience counting toward
I % of your final grade. It is your responsibility to provide me with evidence of your participation no later than
the end ofclass on December I l. I would encourage you to fulfill this course requirement early in the semester.



SCANTRONS: You are required to use scantrons \vhen taking exams or responding to in-class exercrses.
Please have one with you every Iime you come to class. I estimate you will need approximately l6 scantrons for
the semester. They may be purchased in the GMU bookstore. IMPORTANT NOTE: You 4nggg use a large (8
%'' x I l"), pilk scantron. rvhich you have fil led out completely. for assignments and tests in this class. Ifyou do
trot have a scantron. you will receive a zero fbr the assignment or test.

COURSE WEB PAGE: The course syllabus, links to materials shown in class and updates on tests ano
assignments can be found on the course WWW page at http://mason.gmu.edu/-psycl00. You are responsible
fbr regularly checking the web page fbr updates and other important information.

ATTENDANCE: While class attendance is not required, you must be in class to receive credit for in-class
exercises. You are responsible for all material presented in class. Since each test will include material
discussed in class and from the text. I'ou should borrow notes from a friend ifyou are unable to attend a class
session.

HONOR CODE: Each student is expected to abide by the lefter and spirit of the GMU Honor Code. which can
be found in the University catalog. Any suspected violations rvill immediately be reported to the Honor
Committee tbr review.

SPECIAL NEEDS: Students with leaming or other disabilities requiring special accommodations should contact
the Disability Resource Center and follow their procedures for documenting the disability. This should be done
early in the semester. No accommodations can be provided to students without the appropriate documentation
and a recommendation from the DRC.
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Introduction
Chapter  I  -  In t roducine Psycholog-v (p l - j8)
cont 'd
Labor Day
Chapter 2 - The Biological Bases of Behavior (p 39-77\
cont 'd
Chapter 3 - Sensation and Perceprion (p 77-l2Z)
cont 'd
cont 'd
Chapter  4 -  Consciousness (p 123-  160)
Chap te r  5  -  Learn ing  (p  l6 l -  l 94 )
cont 'd
Clrapter 6 - Memory (p 195-226)
cont 'd
cont 'd
Test #l
clrapter 7 - Thinking, Language and Inrel l igence (p z2l-264)
Chapter 8 - Life Span Developrnenr I  (p 265-298)
Columbus Day
cont 'd
Chapter 9 - Life Span developmenr II (p 299-330)
cont 'd
cont 'd
Chapter lO-Gender and Human Sexualiry (p 33 I -363)
Chapter I  I  -  Motivation and Emotion (p 363-400)
cont 'd
Chapter l2 - Health Psychology (p 401-432)
cont 'd
Test #2
Chapter l3 - Personali ty @ aT-a72)
cont 'd
cont 'd
Chapter l4 - Psychological Disorders @ a73-516)
cont 'd
cont 'd
Chapter l5 - Therapy (p 517-562)
cont 'd
Chapter l6 - Social Psychology (p 563-605)
Thanksgiving
cont'd
cont 'd
Chapter l7 - Industrial/Organizational Psychology (p 605-636)
cont 'd
Test #3
Conclus ions

Final Exam 10:30 am No exams wi l l  be handed out af ter  l0:45 am


