
PSYC 704 – Lifespan Development
T 4:30 – 7:10 pm
Research I 202
Course Syllabus – Fall 2009
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Instructor:

Timothy W. Curby, PhD
Office:

2048 David King Hall

Phone:


703-993-2457


Office Hours:
Th  1:30 – 3:30  +  by  appt.
Email:


tcurby@gmu.edu




Course Description:

This class will survey theories and research regarding lifespan development across a number of developmental domains.
Required Readings
All readings are instructor-supplied. (See 704 Readings List.)
Course Format
This course is a discussion-based seminar, and thus reliant on the participation of all students.  Given this format, it is imperative that everyone come prepared to participate for each class session.  Preparation involves completing the readings, taking relevant notes, preparing at least one thought question, and serving as class discussion leader.  In addition, I will cover new concepts at the beginning of each week.
Course Requirements and Assignments
· Class Leader
· Students will act as discussion facilitators for each class meeting.  I will help by asking some questions on my own and by following up other questions, but the main responsibility is on the class leader.
· Weekly Reflective Paper
· Due at the beginning of class each week is a Reflective Paper.  Reflective Papers react to the week’s readings, synthesizes the material, and relates it to your own experience/observations.  Each one should be one page and shall not exceed 1 ½ pages.  If you are not in class, I will not accept a reflective paper from you for that week.  
· Participation
· Without participation (and attendance), this course does not work.  Therefore, students are expected to be in every class.  Missing three or more classes will result in failing the class.
· Midterm Exam
·  The final exam will be a take-home format and distributed in class on 10/6. Students will have one week to complete the exam.  It is due on 10/13 by 4:30 pm. NOTE.  Even though class is not meeting this week, your midterm is due.
· Final Exam
· The final exam will be a take-home format and distributed in class on 12/2. Students will have one week to complete the exam.  It is due on 12/15 by 4:30 pm.
Any assignment submitted after its due date/time will not be accepted and will receive a "0" for the grade. 

Grading Procedures

Students' final grades will be determined as follows:

Participation (13)

13%
Class Leader (2)

12%
Reflective Papers (12)

25%
Midterm Exam

25%
Final Exam


25%
The Honor Code
Students in this course are expected to behave at all times in a manner consistent with the GMU Honor System and Code. (http://mason.gmu.edu/~montecin/plagiarism.htm).
Students are encouraged to collaborate and study together as much as possible throughout the course, however, no assistance, sharing of information, or discussion of exam items or sharing of answers between students may take place. For all work, the name that appears on the paper must be the author. Violations of the Honor Code will not be tolerated in this course and will be immediately reported according to GMU procedures.  The instructor reserves the right to use software to determine the extent to which the work is the student’s.
Miscellaneous
The deadlines for adding and dropping classes are as follows:

Last day to drop with no tuition penalty:  September 15
Last day to add classes:  September 15
Last day to drop with no academic liability:  October 2

Please activate and check (or forward) your GMU email.

Audio recording of classroom lectures is not allowed without explicit permission by the instructor.

If you are a student with disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 709-993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office.
Life is stressful and we all need a little support sometimes. Students are encouraged to contact Counseling Services (364 Student Union I) at 993-2385 for assistance with any kind of psychological/life problem or crisis situation. I can help with referrals for students with particular counseling needs so please feel free to talk with me for help with anything.

Course Outline

[image: image1.emf]Date Topic Exams

1

09/01/09Greetings, Introductions, Logistics, and Historical Perspectives

2

09/08/09Issues, Theories, & Methods in Life-Span Research 

3

09/15/09Brain Development 

4

09/22/09Temperament and social-emotional development

5

09/29/09Views of Intelligence

6

10/06/09Cognitive Development  Midterm Distributed

10/13/09NO CLASS--Monday classes meet Tuesday Midterm Due by 4:30

7

10/20/09Language Development 

8

10/27/09The Development of the Self (Personality)

9

11/03/09Development in Context: Family & Friends

10

11/10/09Development in Context: School

11

11/17/09Adult Personal Relationships

12

11/24/09Work, Leisure, & Retirement

13

12/01/09Participation in the Family and Social World 

14

12/08/09Well-Being and Successful Aging  Final Exam Distributed

12/15/09FINAL EXAM DUE  Final Exam Due by 4:30






704 Lifespan Detail Schedule

				Date		Topic		Leader 1				Leader 2				Leader 3 (only if 1 &2 are full)

		1		8/26		Greetings, Introductions, Logistics, and Dialectical Processes

		2		9/2		Issues, Theories, & Methods in Life-Span Research 		Taylor Edwards				Erin Tarpey						bronfenbrenner

		3		9/9		Brain Development 		Rebecca Morse				Chelsea Sharber						clive video

		4		9/16		Temperament and early social-emotional development		Chavaughn Brown				Marinka Gadzichowski				Renita Simmons		temperament stability

		5		9/23		Temperament and early social-emotional development		Erin Tarpey				Amanda Mahoney				Stephanie Schoenberger		attachment survey

		6		9/30		Cognitive Development 		Chelsea Sharber				Renée Liers						factor demonstration

		7		10/7		Language Development 		Rebecca Morse				Nicole Turygin				Renita Simmons		Genie video

				10/14		NO CLASS--Monday classes meet Tuesday

		8		10/21		The Development of the Self (Personality)		Nicole Turygin				Amanda Mahoney				Daniel Terhar		Marcia's Types of parenting

		9		10/28		Development in Context: The Family		Alejandra Loyola				Kate Zinsser						questions about family

		10		11/4		Development in Context: Friends		Stephanie Schoenberger				Caroline Ferhat

		11		11/11		Development in Context: School		Caroline Ferhat				Diana Aiken				Chavaughn Brown		CLASS videos

		12		11/18		Risk and Resilience		Abby Carlson				Kate Zinsser				Daniel Terhar

		13		11/25		Participation in the Family and Social World 		Renée Liers				Taylor Edwards				Alejandra Loyola				none

		14		12/2		Mental Health and Successful Aging 		Diana Aiken				Marinka Gadzichowski				Abby Carlson		Renita Simmons		none

				12/9		FINAL EXAM DUE by 7:30

		 



		 













Grading

										Class Leader				Thought Question																																Online Discussion																										Exams

						participation				5 pts each				2		3		4		5		6		7		8		9		10		11		12		13		14		total						2		3		4		5		6		7		8		9		10		12		13		tot				Midterm 		Final						TOTAL

		1		Lily Adams

		2		Alexander Afram

		3		Kendra Matthew

		4		Rebekah LaRocque

		5		Kathryn Stewart

		6		Ameena Sweeting

		7		Naomi Watanabe

		8		Mike Widerman

		9		Matthew Willis

		10		Grace Zoller





Sheet1

				Date		Day		Topic		Exams

		1		09/01/09		Tuesday		Greetings, Introductions, Logistics, and Historical Perspectives

		2		09/08/09		Tuesday		Issues, Theories, & Methods in Life-Span Research 

		3		09/15/09		Tuesday		Brain Development 

		4		09/22/09		Tuesday		Temperament and social-emotional development

		5		09/29/09		Tuesday		Views of Intelligence

		6		10/06/09		Tuesday		Cognitive Development 		Midterm Distributed

				10/13/09		Tuesday		NO CLASS--Monday classes meet Tuesday		Midterm Due by 4:30

		7		10/20/09		Tuesday		Language Development 

		8		10/27/09		Tuesday		The Development of the Self (Personality)

		9		11/03/09		Tuesday		Development in Context: Family & Friends

		10		11/10/09		Tuesday		Development in Context: School

		11		11/17/09		Tuesday		Adult Personal Relationships

		12		11/24/09		Tuesday		Work, Leisure, & Retirement

		13		12/01/09		Tuesday		Participation in the Family and Social World 

		14		12/08/09		Tuesday		Well-Being and Successful Aging 		Final Exam Distributed

				12/15/09		Tues		FINAL EXAM DUE 		Final Exam Due by 4:30








