
PSYCHOLOGY 100-305
RECITATION (BASIC CONCEPTS IN PSYCHOLOGY)
Spring 2010
Instructor:
Laura MacNeil

Email: 
lauramacneil@gmail.com
Office:    David King Hall 1034K

Mail:    David King Hall Mailboxes

Office Hours:   Tues 10:30-11:30 am

Meeting Time: 
Friday 9:30-10:20am
Room:  Science and Technology II 019
Course Text:        Laura A. King – The Science of Psychology: An Appreciative View
Course Overview:

This recitation section is a component of your Psyc 100 course.  It will serve to supplement the coursework reviewed during the lecture section by reinforcing core concepts.  The format of the course will include discussion of questions, written assignments in which theories will be applied, and review in preparation for lecture exams.  In some instances, the course will introduce new material not otherwise presented in the lecture.
Grading:
The grade obtained in the recitation section accounts for 18% of the overall grade for Psyc 100.  Your grade for the recitation will be calculated based on 75 points, as follows:

Attendance (25 points): There are 14 meetings throughout the semester. Every absence results in a loss of 2 points. In addition, if you are more than 10 minutes late, you will lose 1 point for that day. Being more than 25 minutes late will also result in losing 2 points (however, you will still have the possibility of gaining participation points – see below). Note: every student has 1 free absence, so you can miss 1 recitation section without losing attendance points.
Participation (25 points): Participation will be based on participation during discussions, questions, participation during group work, etc. When students miss class, they automatically receive 0 points for participation IN ADDITION to losing points for attendance. Participants will receive a grade for participation during each recitation section. Note: each student’s lowest participation grade will be dropped when calculating participation points.

Assignments (25 points): Some worksheets and activities will be assigned during class, and others will be assigned to be turned in at the next recitation section. These assignments will be graded based on completion and effort. In-class assignments must be turned in at the end of recitation. Outside assignments that are turned in late can receive ½-credit up to 1 week. Outside assignments that are turned in later than 1 week will not be accepted. Note: each student’s lowest assignment grade will be dropped when calculating assignment points.
Make-ups: Because students can drop their lowest grade in each of the three components, and because late outside assignments are accepted (for half-credit) for up to 1 week, no make-ups are available. The policies are meant to help students who miss class or an assignment due to illness, family problems, or emergencies. Thus, you do not need to seek special consideration if you miss class or an assignment.
Disabilities:

If you are a student with disability and you need academic accommodations that might affect your performance in recitation, please see me and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 709-993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office. Accommodations MUST BE MADE BEFORE assignments are due. I cannot adjust your grade after the fact.
Technology:
Students are required to activate their GMU email accounts.  Announcements regarding both the recitation and lecture sections will be distributed to GMU addresses only.  Please keep in mind that instructors are only permitted to respond to GMU-related issues via GMU email.
Honor Code:

George Mason University has an honor code that states the following:

To promote a stronger sense of mutual responsibility, respect, trust, and fairness among all members of the George Mason University community and with the desire for greater academic and personal achievement, we, the student members of the University Community have set forth this: 

Student members of the George Mason University community pledge not to cheat, plagiarize, steal, or lie in matters related to academic work. 

This recitation section encourages group discussion and, in some instances, group completion of worksheets.  It will be made clear to you whether the activity is based on individual or group performance.  There is to be no communication (verbal, texting, reading, etc.) during independent tasks, and you should never have someone else perform a required task in this course (e.g., signing you in for attendance, taking an exam for you). Any violations such as these will be reported to the Honor Code Committee, and may result in a failing grade for the course.

Important Administrative Dates:
2/2
Last day to add classes
2/2
Last day to drop classes without penalty

2/19
Last day to drop classes (with penalty)
2/22-26
Selective withdrawal period
3/12
No class (Spring Break)

COURSE SCHEDULE

	Week
	Date
	Topic

	1
	Fri
	1/22
	Introduction, Review of Syllabus

	2
	Fri
	1/29
	Research Methods examples

	3
	Fri
	2/5
	Research Methods examples

	4
	Fri
	2/12
	Sensation & Perception – Illusions

	5
	Fri
	2/19
	Review for Exam #1

	6
	Fri
	2/26
	Intelligence theories; IQ tests

	7
	Fri
	3/5
	Human Development examples

	8
	Fri
	3/12
	NO CLASS (Spring Break)

	9
	Fri
	3/19
	Human Development examples; Personality examples

	10
	Fri
	3/26
	Personality examples; Learning examples

	11
	Fri
	4/2
	Learning examples; Review for Exam #2

	12
	Fri
	4/9
	Psychological Disorders

	13
	Fri
	4/16
	Psychological Disorders; Psychological Therapies

	14
	Fri
	4/23
	Psychological Therapies; Social Psychology Experiments

	15
	Fri
	4/30
	Social Psychology Experiments; Review for Exam #3 


