Syllabus*

Psychology 231, Sections 1&2, Fall 2000

Instructor: Dr. Bob Holt, Room 307 Carroll Hall, 993-1344, bholt@gmu.edu, Office Hours Wed. 4:30-5:30

*Note: these sections are experimentally using Web technology--all syllabus details are subject to change.

Course goals:  In-depth learning and long-term retention of knowledge from social psychology.

Required reading:

Text: Baron & Byrne Social Psychology (9th Edition, 1999). [make sure you get 9th edition!!]

Extra Readings: Non-text required readings will be assigned where appropriate for course content.

Topics:










Chapter:

Intro & Scientific basis of social psychology  





1

Basic brain functioning, social perception, social cognition, social identity


2,3,5

Exam 1

Emotion, affect, attitudes, prejudice and discrimination, prosocial behavior, aggression
             4,6,10,11

Exam 2

Interaction: social influence, interpersonal attraction, close relationships, groups & individuals
9,7,8,12

Exam 3

Final Exam (in-class)







Class material:  During class I will present new material related to text topics.  When covering text material, I will use Self Assessment results to emphasize parts of the text where the class has problems.  Therefore, Self Assessments must be completed prior to class.  Class material may also include outside assigned readings.  

Homework: Exercises in the analysis, application, or extension of social psychological principles will be assigned regularly.  Each homework must be completed on time and will have an assigned point value.

Webwork: Interaction over the web will be required before and after classes for each chapter.   First, you must plan your study activities for each week.  After reading the chapter, you must take a self-assessment pretest before the first class for a chapter.  The self-assessment is open-book, no time limit, and may be repeated twice.  Successful completion of the self assessment (>50%) lets you download and print powerpoint slides for taking class notes.   After we complete a chapter, you should review text and class material and report those activities on the web.  Then you take a closed-book and time-limited quiz on the web that assesses knowledge of class and text material.  The web will also be used for homework assignments, topic-discussion sites, posting instructional outlines, outside readings, etc.  All requirements must be completed prior to specified deadlines to receive credit. 

Assessments: Self assessments will require matching of key terms for each chapter with associated material.  Quizzes will typically have 20 multiple choice items for the text material and 20 multiple choice or matching items for the class material.  Exams 1, 2, and 3 will be about 100 multiple-choice items covering the four chapters in each section.  The final exam will be in-class, cumulative and about 200-300 items. Exams will be scheduled at the end of major course sections and the exact time announced 1 week prior to the exam.   "Pop" quizzes may occur in class at any time.  Typically each correct match or multiple choice item correctly answered on an exam or a quiz is worth one point.

Grades: Grades are based on total accumulated points for homework, self-assessments, quizzes, and exams over the semester.  Grades are based on an absolute scale of 90%+ = A, 80-89% = B, 70-79% = C, 60-69% = D, below 60% = F.   Obtaining a passing grade will require completing all the homework, webwork, exams and quizzes in a satisfactory manner.

Extra credit: I will try to provide different extra credit options (see Preview of time requirements).  However, you must discuss each extra credit opportunity with me before you do it and get explicit permission for it to count.

Web-enhanced Instructional Cycle for Fall 2000

1. Pre-class planning:  Student plans study activities and sets quiz goals for the next week (on web)

2. Pre-class evaluation:  Student takes Self Assessment (SA) on web after reading chapter for the week

SA student completes associations of key terms to chapter material

Immediate feedback on correct/incorrect answers

If correct associations > 50%,  then student can download class slides from web

3. Student attends weekly classes

Notes can be taken using the printed class slides as the format

4. Post-class monitoring:  Student records study activities for past week using web

Compare planned to actual study actions for past week

Compare actual study patterns to others in class

5. Post-class evaluation:  Student takes quizzes on class and text material for the week

Immediate feedback on correct/incorrect for class material 


Compare to goal for quiz on class material:  Did the score meet the goal?

*Compare to other students' quiz results:  How am I doing relative to others?

Immediate feedback on correct/incorrect for text material

Compare to goal for quiz on text material:  Did the score meet the goal?

*Compare to other students' quiz results: How am I doing relative to others? 

Compare to pre-test results at beginning of semester: Am I learning?

[Student returns to planning for studying for the next week of class material--step 1 above]

Class Feedback:

*The distribution of scores for the class on each quiz will be distributed on web or in class so students can make this comparison.  

Other analyses will examine the relationship of study activities to self-assessment and quiz scores.  Students can use that information to adjust their study activities toward the more effective strategies.

Preview of student time requirements for Psyc 231

Preliminary assessments:  (1-time activities)

2 hour
Preliminary assessment of social psychology knowledge (on Web during week 1)

1 hour
Preliminary assessment of study skills (during week 2)

Weekly activities:

5 min.
Plan times for next week's studying and set goals for achievement (on Web)

2 hours
Read chapter in Baron and Byrne

30 min.
Take chapter self-assessment (on Web):  Get immediate feedback.

20 min.
Download, print, and preview class slides for the chapter (from Web)

3 hours
Attend classes for the week and take notes using the slides

30 min.
Complete homework assignment for that chapter (may be on Web)

40 min.
Take chapter quiz (on Web):  Get immediate feedback 

Section exams (three per semester--see syllabus):

1.25 hour 
Section exam for each set of 4 Baron & Byrne chapters (may be on Web)

Optional Extra-Credit activities: (extra credit is based on time, effort, and learning results for each activity)

10 min.

Read and respond to the weekly discussion topic for each chapter. (on Web)

30 min

Explore websites related to Social Psychology and write a report (on Web)

1/2-1 hour 
Participate in a social research study at GMU that is approved by your instructor

2-3 hours
Extend a class homework into a personal research project and write a report

3-5 hours
Read 5 articles and write a 5-page paper on an social psychology topic approved 

by your instructor

 Draft Analysis Plan for fall 2000

First draft of a nomological network of expected results for self-efficacy, goal setting, study patterns, and the assessment results in the revised instructional cycle.

1. Study skills and feedback ( Self efficacy

2. Higher sentence, paragraph, figure, and class note skills ( + self efficacy

3. (Quiz score > goal )  ( increase in self efficacy

4.  (Quiz score < goal )  ( decrease in self efficacy

5. High self efficacy ( more difficult goals for quiz performance (class and text)

6. Motivation  ( study time and choice of study strategy or method 

7. Learning GO ( + effects

8. Performance GO ( 0 or slight + effects

9. Satisficing GO ( - effects

10. Achievement motivation ( + effects

11. Goal difficulty ( + effects

12. Study time and method ( self assessment, quiz, and exam performance (but this may be complex or moderated by other factors such as self efficacy)

13. Motivation ( quiz and exam performance

14. Learning GO ( + effects

15. Performance GO ( 0 or slight + effects

16. Satisficing GO ( - effects

17. Achievement motivation ( + effects

18. Goal difficulty ( + effects

19. Performance chain:  Self assessments ( quiz (text) performance

20. Quiz (text) performance ( exam (text) performance

21. Quiz (class) performance ( exam (class) performance

Other possible analysis themes:

Empirical analyses to check for cheating:

Compare quiz taken on the web with an in-class "Pop" quiz over the same material (randomly selected subsets of test bank items).


Test-retest correlation should approximate the internal consistency estimates of reliability.



If uncorrelated, each must be further tested for evidence of validity.

Difference scores should be normally distributed without significant numbers of outliers

If Web scores are noticeably higher than in-class test scores, cheating is indicated.

If web scores are higher, this difference should be even for all grade groups


If low-scoring students have a much larger difference, cheating is indicated.

Overlapping (identical) items should be consistently answered correct or incorrect.

Shifts of wrong-to-right answers should be equal to the shifts of right-to wrong answers


If right-to-wrong shifts > wrong-to-right shifts, cheating is indicated.

Proposed Modifications to syllabus: (most implemented for 2000)

Baseline knowledge assessment

Comprehensive pretest on all 13 chapters of Baron & Byrne during first week of class

Randomly sampled questions from test bank

Acts as baseline for assessing changes in learning per chapter 

Basic skills assessment (skills derived from task analysis of learning from text and class notes)

Evaluations during first week of class on:


General basic vocabulary


Sentence comprehension (general or specific to Baron & Byrne text?)


Paragraph comprehension (general or specific to text?)


Comprehension of text Figures (and tables?)


Note-taking skills for class presentations

Modified Instructional cycle

Planning exercise



Set study time, method, and context for next week (for class and text material)



Set goals for 




Self-assessment: (% correct definitions?), % correct associations




Quiz: % correct on class questions, % correct on text questions


Monitoring exercise 

Required before taking self assessments or quizzes



Enter actual study time, method, and context for past week (or since last login)



Give "Planned vs. Actual" feedback on study behavior


Evaluation exercise



Performance Give % correct on SA, Quiz text, or Quiz class + correct/incorrect feedback.




Compare to absolute grading standard (e.g. 90%-100% = A, 80-89% = B, etc.)

Compare to past record for each student (available in WebCT I think)




Compare to rest of class (whole-class feedback distributed next class period)



Other outcomes




Learning of material:  e.g. student self-assessment of his/her learning




Applicability of material




Affective response to material:  e.g. did student like/dislike the material? 

Modified assessments

Self-assessments



Separate self-assessment sections for definitions and associations (?)



(make correct definitions a required pre-test to take SA on associations for each chapter?)



Point credit for each question answered correctly




Conditions: context time unlimited, open-book and taken at any location 





Must be taken before first class on the chapter



Repeat policy:  take multiple times with MAXIMUM score for final grade

Quizzes

Separate Quizzes for Text-focused and Class-focused questions

Point credit for each question answered correctly


Conditions: context time limited, closed-book and taken at on-campus labs only




Must be taken by end of following weekend (?)

Class questions-take 1x, no repeats

Text questions-


N = ?? questions (at least 10, at most25)

Randomly selected from B&B test bank for each quiz

take multiple times(?), use AVERAGE score for final grade(?)

