Psychology 301 Lab

Fall 2001

Instructor:
Katie Baughman

Office:

Robinson Hall B, Room 213

Office Hours:
Monday 1:00-2:00, and by appointment

E-mail:

kbaughma@gmu.edu
Text:
MEL LAB Experiments in Perception, Cognition, Social Psychology and Human Factors.  (must be a new copy with software included.)

Course Outline

1.  Aug. 27
Review lab requirements and goals.  Introduce APA format.

2.  Sept. 10
Must have new copy of MEL LAB today.  Discuss APA format and descriptive research methods.  Read chapter 1 of Writing for Psychology for next week.

3.  Sept. 17
Discuss observational research.  Begin work on Method section.

4.  Sept. 24
Discussion of the use of correlations.  Construction of survey.  Method section for observational study due.   

5.  Oct. 1
Surveys must be complete today.  Discuss writing Results section.

6.  Oct. 10
Results section is due today.  MEL LAB 2.5.  Discussion of Introduction.  Read Chapters 3 & 4 of Writing for Psychology.

7.  Oct. 15
Introduction is due today.  Discuss Discussion section and abstract. 

8.  Oct. 22
First paper due.  MEL LAB 3.3.  

9.  Oct. 29
Discuss ideas and plan for final proposals.  MEL LAB 4.1.  Begin literature search on your topic.      

10. Nov. 5
MEL LAB 2.1.  Discuss project proposals.  

11. Nov. 12
Abstracts must be complete today.  Review Abstracts.  MEL LAB 1.7.

12. Nov. 19
MEL LAB 2.13.  Review rough drafts.  Discuss progress of final projects.  Discuss Informed Consent. 

13. Nov. 26
Peer review of final projects.  Discuss class presentations for next week. 

14. Dec. 3
Final proposals due at beginning of lab.  Student presentations.

***any schedule changes will be announced in advance.

Point Values for Each Assignment in Lab

Class participation








60 points

(in-class writing, peer/group reviews and writing, participating in in-class experiments, discussions, and design critiques, and attendance)

Observational Study








25 points

Observation write-up (Method section)





25 points

Group survey construction and administration




25 points

Survey (Results section)







25 points

Introduction Draft (Paper 1)







15 points

Completed Paper 1








100 points

Final Project









100 points

Final Proposal Presentation







25 points











Total 
400 points

Final Proposal Assignment 


The final project is to be an original experimental proposal or partial-replication of an experiment relevant to topics in Psychology.  You may propose a project from any area of psychology, but your project must have at least one variable to be manipulated.  Correlational or observational studies are acceptable as long as there is one variable that will be manipulated. 


You are required to write this proposal using the APA format.  A minimum of five references are required.  Proposals must be projects that could be realistically completed.  


Your proposal must include:

1. An Introduction section that introduces the question/problem and includes a review of the literature relevant to the topic.  The hypothesis should also be stated at the end of the introduction.

2. A Method section that includes the design, participants, materials and procedure.  All of the sections should be written in appropriate APA format.
3. A Results section should briefly describe how the data would be analyzed and what the expected result would be based on the hypothesis.  

4. A Discussion section should include suggestions about the implications of the research if the hypothesis were or were not correct.  You can also indicate any applications the research might have.  

5. An Abstract must also be included.  You may include an expected outcome rather than a real outcome.

  
When you turn in your final proposal, you must include the following:  a copy of all articles referenced in the report, copies of the measures/material used (e.g., a survey), an Informed Consent, and two copies of the final paper.  If all of these items are not included there will be a grade deduction.  All materials will be returned to you at the end of the semester.  Copies of all papers written in Psychology 301 are kept to minimize plagiarism in the labs.


Each student is required to present their proposal to the class on the last day of lab.  

Lab reports are expected to be your own work.  Under no circumstances are you to work with another student to write your paper.  This is considered plagiarism and will not be tolerated.  Any kind of plagiarism will not be tolerated.  Under no circumstances are you to work with another student to collect library references, statistics, or reports of research studies.  Your papers should include only minimal quoting and the correct citation must always be given.    

Late papers are not accepted.

