Principles of Learning Lab

PSYC 304; Sections 201 and 202

Fall 2001

Instructor:  Kelly Chandler




Office:  David King Hall 2057

Email:  KDCHAND@aol.com*



Office Hours:  R 12:20-1:20 p.m.

Phone:  703-993-4050 




                         or by appointment

Lab Meeting Times:  201:  R, 8:30-10:20 a.m.

Lab:  David King Hall 1005


                         202:  R, 10:30-12:20 p.m.

Text:  
Alloway, T., Wilson, G., Graham, J., & Krames, L. (2000). Sniffy the virtual rat. Stamford, CT: Wadsworth.

*IMPORTANT:  Each student needs to bring his/her own floppy disk to save exercises from Sniffy!  (Inability to save certain exercises to a disk will make completing other exercises more difficult and time-consuming.)

Highly Recommended Text:  

American Psychological Association. (2001). Publication manual of the American Psychological Association (5th ed.). Washington, DC: Author.

Course Objectives:  The purpose of this lab is to help students better understand the principles of learning discussed in lecture by focusing on the application of these principles.  Students will be able to observe the behavior of live laboratory animals as well as computer-generated animals placed in learning situations.  Students will learn how to design and run an animal research experiment, and they will learn how to write a research paper using APA format.  
Class Participation:  Class participation is an integral and essential component of students’ success in this lab.  Most labs will consist of hands-on activities and/or experiments that require students to work in small groups or to work with the class as a whole.  Therefore, attending every lab meeting and playing an active role will not only make the lab more enjoyable but more beneficial in terms of understanding the material.
Grading:  Lab grades are based on a 120-point scale:


4 Article Summaries

(5 points each)


20

3 Quizzes 


(10 points each)

30



6 In-class Worksheets

(5 points each)


30



Methods Draft






 5



Introduction Draft





10



Abstract






 5



Final Paper






20








           
          120 Possible Points

The 120 lab points will be combined with the points earned in lecture, so there are 400 possible points to be earned for the final PSYC 304 course grade.

· Articles Summaries:  Students will be given the first journal article to summarize, but they are responsible for finding and summarizing the other three.  Databases, such as PSYCInfo, will prove to be very useful tools when searching for articles in professional journals related to the class experiment.  A copy of the entire article must be attached to the summary to receive credit for the assignments.

· Quizzes:  The content of quizzes will be based on any material covered in the labs since the previous quiz.  Quizzes are administered at the beginning of the lab period, so students must be on time.  After the quizzes have been collected, anyone who has arrived late will not be able to take the quiz.  Students must attend class to take the quiz; no makeup quizzes will be provided.


· In-class worksheets:  Only those students who are in attendance will receive the worksheets that accompany lab activities.  Students who are absent will not be able to receive credit for or make-up the worksheet points.

· Research Paper:  This course fulfills part of the writing intensive requirements for the psychology major.  Beside the four article summaries, students are required to complete an 8-15 page research paper using APA format.  The drafts of the Methods section, Introduction, and Abstract will be turned in over the course of the semester, and feedback will be provided.  Feedback should be incorporated into the final complete version of the research paper, which is due at the end of the semester.

*IMPORTANT:  Papers are due at the beginning of the class period.  If a paper is turned in at the end of the class period in which it is due, points will be deducted.  For each day a paper is late, the paper will drop one letter grade.  

Experiment Participation:  The animal research experiment that will be conducted in this laboratory requires students to run trials for at least three consecutive days in order to begin to observe a learning curve.  Students, therefore, must meet on two days other than regular class time to run the experiment.  Each student MUST sign-up for one of the two other experiment days.  A sign-up sheet will be passed around in class.
Honor System:  The George Mason University Honor Code system will be enforced in this laboratory course.  It is your responsibility as a student to be familiar with and abide by the Honor Code at all times.
Special Needs:  Any students with special needs, please see instructor.
TENTATIVE SCHEDULE

	Date
	Topic/Lab Activity
	Assignment Due

	8/30
	· Introduction/Lab overview

· Visit the rat colony

· Animal research ethics discussion
	

	9/6
	· Discuss article by Richard Morris
· IV & DV Identification
· Our experimental design
· Hypotheses
	· Read article by Richard Morris by 9/6 and be ready to discuss

	9/13
	· Habituation activity—Gecko & novel object

· Sensitization activity—Planarians
	· Article Summary #1

· Worksheet



	9/20
	· Skinner Box

· Introduction to Sniffy:  Exercises 1-7
	· Article Summary #2

· Read Sniffy chapters 1-3

· Worksheet

	9/27
	· Quiz #1

· Classical Conditioning—Planarians

· Classical Conditioning—Sniffy:  Exercises 20-24
	· Article Summary #3

· Read Sniffy chapter 7

· Worksheet

	10/4
	· Review APA format for Introduction and Methods sections

· MWM pilot test
	· Article Summary #4

	10/10* (Wednesday)
	· Day 1 MWM Experiment
	

	10/11
	· Day 2 MWM Experiment
	· 2 Worksheets (1 for each day students run trials)

	10/12* (Friday)
	· Day 3 MWM Experiment
	

	10/18
	· MWM data analyses

· Review APA style for Results section

· Instrumental conditioning activities
	

	10/25
	· Quiz #2

· Behaviorism Today 

· Schedules of Reinforcement—Sniffy:  Exercises 8-13
	· Methods draft 

· Read Sniffy chapter 4

· Worksheet



	11/1
	· Review APA style for Abstract and Conclusion 

· Observational learning activity
	· Introduction draft 

	11/8
	· Discuss results from observational learning activity
	· Abstract draft
· Worksheet

	11/15
	· Biological basis for learning—Video 
	

	11/22
	No class—Thanksgiving!
	

	11/29
	· Quiz #3

· Sleep Video
	· Final Research Paper 

	12/6
	No class due to experiment participation!
	


*Any changes to the syllabus will be announced in class.

