Psychology 313 - 002

Child Psychology

Fall 2001

TR 10:30 – 11:45

Instructor: Vanessa Olson

Office: 2060 David King Hall

Phone: 703-993-4050

E-mail: volson1@gmu.edu
Office Hours: T 12 – 1 pm or by appointment

Text:

Required: Berk, L. (2000). Child Development (5th edition). Boston: Allyn and Bacon.

Optional:  Berk, L. (2000). Study Guide for Child Development (5th edition). Boston:  Allyn and Bacon.

Course Goals:


This course will introduce many aspects of child development including cognitive and social and emotional development.  This course will also examine various aspects that influence this development.  To be successful in this course you must not only be able to answer factual questions about development, but also to be able to use this knowledge to draw conclusions from new data and apply the psychological principals to new situations.  

Grades: 

Exams: There will be four exams (including the final).  Each exam will consist of a combination of multiple choice, true/false, short answer, and possibly essay questions.  The first three exams are not cumulative and will include material covered after the previous exam. The Final will be cumulative! Each exam will be worth a total of 100 points.  Make-up exams will only be arranged for substantial reasons, with documentation. 

In-Class Activities: This course will present material that is not covered in the texts.  Therefore, attendance is critical.  To encourage attendance there will be 11 in-class activities.  Each activity is worth 5 points each with the top 10 being used towards your grade. You must attend class in order to receive credit. There will be no make-ups of in-class activities.  I understand that there may be legitimate reasons that you must miss class.  This is why there is an extra activity built into the schedule.  

Projects:  To build upon what we are learning in the classroom there will be some small projects that will be due throughout the semester.  Each of these projects will be related to what we are studying.  There will be 6 options out of which you must do 5. Each of these projects will be due as noted in the schedule.  Each of these projects is worth 10 points.  If you choose to do all 6, the highest 5 will be used towards your grade.  The projects are described later in the syllabus.  Late projects will lose 1 point for every day that it is late.

Extra Credit:  For extra credit you may search newspapers, magazines, etc. for articles relating to child development.  Bring in a copy of the article and a brief (1 or 2 paragraphs) description of how this article relates to what we have or will discuss.  Each article will be worth 1 point ( up to 5 points) towards your final grade.  

Grading Scale:


Exams: 400 points 

A =  462 – 500,  A- = 447 – 461


Projects: 50 points

B+ = 435 – 446, B = 415 – 434, B- = 400 – 414


In class:  50  points

C+ = 385 – 399, C  = 365 – 384, C- = 350 – 364


Total: 
500 points

D+ = 335 – 349, D = 315 – 334, D- = 300 – 314
 






F = less than 300



Honor Code:  You are expected to follow all aspects of the University Honor Code. Exams and projects in this course must be your own work. In- class activities, however, may be done in groups. I do encourage study groups and you may tape record lectures.

Schedule

	Date
	Topic
	Chapter
	Project Due

	Aug 28

Aug 30

Sept 4

Sept 6

Sept 11

Sept 13

Sept 18

Sept 20

Sept 25

Sept 27

Oct 2

Oct 4

Oct 9

Oct 11

Oct 16

Oct 18

Oct 23

Oct 25

Oct 30

Nov 1

Nov 6

Nov 8

Nov 13

Nov 15

Nov 20

Nov 22

Nov 27

Nov 29

Dec 4

Dec 6

Dec 13
	Introduction, Go over syllabus

History, Theory and Applied Direction

History (cont.)

Research Strategies

Biological Foundations

Biological Foundations (cont)

Early learning, motor development

Early learning (cont.)

Physical Growth (cont) and Exam Review

EXAM 1 (CHAPTERS 1- 5)

Cognitive Development- Piaget

Piaget (cont) and go over Exam

NO CLASS

Cognitive Development: Information Processing

Information Processing (cont.)

Intelligence

Intelligence (cont.)

Language Development

Language Development (cont) and Exam Review

EXAM 2 (CHAPTERS 6- 9)

Emotional Development

Emotional Development (cont) and go over exam 

Self and Social Understanding

Self and Social Understanding (cont)

Moral Development and exam review

THANKSGIVING--- NO CLASSES

Sex Differences and Gender Roles and Exam Review

EXAM 3 (Chapters 10 – 13)

The Family

Peers, Media, Schooling, Review for Final, Go over Exam

FINAL EXAM  10:30 – 1:15 
	Chapter 1

Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Chapter 8

Chapter 9

Chapter 10

Chapter 11

Chapter 12

Chapter 13

Chapter 14

Chapter 15
	Project 1 Due

Project 2 Due

Project 3 Due

Project 4 Due

Project 5 Due

Project 6 Due


This schedule is subject to change depending on the needs of the class.  Readings are expected to be completed (at least skimmed) the day they are discussed. 

Projects:

You must complete 5 out of the 6 projects

Project 1 (Due September 6): Comparing Early Research Journals With Those of Today

The focus of developmental research has changed over the years.  What researchers investigate reflects the current values and interests of a culture.  Similarly, research that is published in child development journals should be that which advanvces the knowledge and addresses present issues and concerns in the field. 


You should find a child development journal that was published 20+ years ago and is still being published today. (examples Child Development and Merrill-Palmer Quarterly)  You should look through the contents of an old issue and a more recent one to compare the topics considered  When comparing contents, note the kinds of questions being asked then and now.  Are researchers testing major theories, which ones? What are the practical applications?  What age spans are of greatest concern?  Discuss your findings and what you think accounts for the similarities and/or differences over time.  (1 to 2 pages)

Project 2 (Due September 20): Mothers and Fathers Adjustment to Parenthood


The demands of parenthood disrupt the routines of the husband and wife and change their lifestyles in ways that are often permanent.   Try and speak to the parents of a newborn to find out how the arrival of the baby has changed their daily lives.  (If you can not find a parent of a newborn, you may ask friends with older children or if necessary your parents or even write down your own experiences)


Ask questions regarding parents’ expectations versus reality. What most surprised them about becoming a parent?  How has employment changed since the arrival of the child?  Are they adopting traditional roles or are they sharing responsibility? How has the martial relationship changed? How do they handle the stress associated with becoming parents.  What is the biggest adjustment each has had to make?  Write up your findings in a 1 to 2 page summary.

Project 3 (Due October 11): Designing a Sex Education Course for Adolescents 


Although most adolescents receive some form of sex education in public schools, the quality of their experiences vary widely and the education may occur after they have become sexually active.  Evidence suggests that information alone is not sufficient to lead to behavioral change in the form of delaying sexual activity and using contraception.


Design a course in sex education for adolescents that considers the following issues:  How can sex education be made less threatening, embarrassing, and preachy? Should boys and girls be separated?  At what age should sex education be taught?  Can instructors teach such a class without imparting their own values and beliefs? Should scare tactics and statistics be used?  Can peers be used to effectively teach sex education, and if so, how?  How useful is role playing?  Should free contraceptives be provided as a part of the curriculum?  Write down your beliefs in about a 2 page paper.  There are no right or wrong answers to this project.  I just want you to make an honest attempt to design a sex education course.

Project 4 (Due October 25): Examining Nonshared Environmental Influences


As the text explains, nonshared environmental factors of birth order, sibling spacing, and family size exert only a small effect on IQ.  However, other nonshared experiences – in particular, one-time events, such as an inspiring teacher or a summer of travel – may be stronger influences.  List one-time events that you regard as having played a powerful role in your own mental development.  Describe what they are and how they influenced your development.  This only needs to be about 1 page.

Project 5 (Due November 15): Researching Laws Regulating Child Care


The quality of care, both at home and in the child care setting, is important for fostering the emotional security of young children. THe quality of American child care is cause for deep concern.  Standards are set by the states, and they vary greatly across the nation.  In some places, caregivers need no special training in child development, and one adult is permitted to care for as many as 6 to 12 infants at once.  Research information about licensure or standards of child care in a state.  (If you choose to do this project I will assign a state to you.  Most states have this information on the internet.)  Find out information about (a) child care staff (minimum age for administrator, training in child development required, Early Childhood Credential requirement); (b) child-to-caregiver ratios and maximum group size (and how these vary by age of the child); (c) space and equiptment; (d) curriculum requirements; (e) health and safety requirements; (f) transportation; (g) child records; (h) discipline; (i) rating system; (j) parental right.  Write up a report (approximately 3 pages) that discuss your findings and implications of these state’s laws for fostering young children’s attachment security.

Project 6 (Due December 6): Assessing Gender Stereotyping of Personality Traits among College Students


Create a gender-sterotyping questionnaire by placing each of the traits given in Table 13.3 (page 538 of the text) on a bipolar rating scale in the following way”

Not at all like me

 Somewhat like me
Very much like me


1………………2…………….3…………….4…………….5…………6


Have 10 acquaintances (get a mixture of males and females) complete the questionnaire.  Once you have tallied the scores for the masculine and feminine items, write a short paper in which you  answer the following questions: Did the males and females in the sample score very masculine, very feminine, or in between?  (You can go over the scores with some of the respondants and ask them to provide their “theory” of why they scored a certain way – e.g. “In my family, I had to be tough and assertive because, otherwise my brothers would have dominated me.”)  This paper should be 1 to 2 pages in length.  Be sure to include a copy of your questionnaire. 

