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Fall 2001

Psychology 313                               






Syllabus

Phone:  993-4081 or -1378

Room no.:  King Hall 2050/King Hall 1004A

PSYCHOLOGY 313 – CHILD PSYCHOLOGY

Purpose of the course:  To give you an overview of child development, and research in developmental psychology, for the age range birth to twelve.  By the end of the course you will be able to specify important changes in this age range in biological, social, emotional, and intellectual areas of development.  You will also understand more abstract developmental theories and principles.  The project is designed to get you thinking about issues that impact children in our society, and to immerse you in actual observation; it often engenders a healthy respect for both young children and the persons who manage to do research on their development!

Office Hours: Tu 2 – 3, R 3 – 4, or by appointment

Text:
Santrock, J.  Child Development (9th edition).  Boston: McGraw-Hill.

Week  Dates

Topic                                   
Chapter
1 
8/28, 8/30
Introduction 




1

2 
9/4, 9/6
The Science of Child Development
2

3 
9/11, 9/13
Prenatal Development & Birth             
4

4 
9/18, 9/20
Physical Development in Infancy

5

5 
9/25, 9/27
Cognitive Developmental Approaches
7 

Exam 1: Thursday

6
10/2, 10/4
Information Processing


8

7
10/9, 10/11
Fall Break & Denham’s Absence




Intelligence




9 (read chapter)

8 
10/16, 10/18
Intelligence




9 (discuss)

 


Language Development


10

9 
10/23, 10/25
Socioemotional Development

11

10 
10/30, 11/1
The Self and Identity


12

11 
11/6, 11/8  
Gender




13

         Exam 2: Thursday

12 
11/13, 11/15
Moral Development



14

13 
11/20

Families




15

14 
11/27, 11/30
Peers





16

15 
12/4, 12/6
Schools




17




Culture




18




 

FINAL EXAM: 
Tuesday, 12/18/01, 10:30 - 1:15.


Course Organization:

TUESDAYS:  On Tuesdays, we will have class lecture, usually a PowerPoint Presentation accompanied by notes on our WebCT site.  We will also have class activities and demonstrations.

THURSDAYS:  On Thursdays, we will continue discussions begun on our WebCT site (see below), discuss class projects, share critical thinking exercises, view films, invite young guests (e.g., infant, toddler, preschooler, gradeschooler).

On weeks where we have exams, fewer classes, etc., we may rearrange this scheduling.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:  Your final grade will be determined in the following way:

1.
Exams 1, 2, and 3         


60% (20% each)

Exams are non-cumulative, and consist of multiple-choice, matching, and/ essay questions.

2.
Critical Thinking/Observational Projects
32% (4% each)

Every course at this level should include writing and critical thinking.  In this case you will complete 4 projects and 4 critical thinking questions, each worth 4 percent of your grade.  These will be taken from 

3.
Participation              


8%

We will share a WebCT website for communicating about this course.  Included on it will be your syllabus, class notes, review materials, and also Discussion Groups and class-related email.  More detail will be provided after the website is set up by UCIS.    

However, for the purposes of this part of your grade, I will be posing questions in a Discussion Group, usually at the beginning of each week.  Your responses and addition to the online discussions will form half of your participation grade; the other half will consist of an evaluation of your contributions in class, especially as regards our Thursday work. 

4.
Extra Credit         



up to 5%

You may obtain extra credit for participating in departmental research, or in performing an equivalent project.

OTHER INFORMATION

Make-up exam policy:  Approval to take a make-up exam must be obtained IN ADVANCE from the professor.  Make-up exams will be given only during the times scheduled by the Psychology Department or myself.  THERE WILL BE NO EXCEPTIONS!!!

The last day to drop this or any other course without the dean's permission is September 28, 2001 at 5pm.  The last day to add any course is September 11, 2001 at 8pm.

Note.  You also may earn 1 hour of service learning credit by enrolling in PSYC 328 and completing a service learning component associated with literacy, mentoring, etc.  Please contact the Center for Service and Leadership by going to the Johnson Center, room 240H or

calling (703) 993-2900.  To ensure that service learning is appropriate to the course content of PSYC 305, I must approve the site you choose and the type of service you will be engaged in.  I will also meet with you occasionally to discuss your progress.  No more than 6 hours of credit in PSYC 327, 328, 421, 422, 548, and 549 are available for major credit in psychology.

