George Mason University 

PSYC 314 Section 001

Course Syllabus

Adolescent Psychology

Fall 2001

MWF 1:30-2:20

DK 2007

Instructor: Karen L. Neal, M.S.

Office Hour: Fridays, 12:30-1:30 or by appointment

E-Mail: Neal4Karen@aol.com
Required Text: Arnett, J. J. (2001)). Adolescence and Emerging Adulthood, (1st edition), Upper Saddle River, NJ; Prentice-Hall, Inc.

Required Readings: On reserve in the Johnson Center Library.

Course Objectives: This course will give you a developmental view of adolescence.  You are expected to read assigned chapters and readings BEFORE the class meets.  This is very important because participation will be expected.  Discussion and participation will make up a substantial part of your grade. 

Tests:  There will be three tests given over the course of the term.  All tests will be mandatory.  In the event of a serious illness or emergency, you must contact me BEFORE the scheduled exam to discuss a make-up.  The exams will be based on material from the textbook and class discussion. The final will not be comprehensive (Yea!)

Written Assignments: You will be expected to turn in five written assignments over the course of the term.  These assignments will be discussed in detail during the next class.  You will also be expected to turn in two questions for each guest speaker we have in class.  These questions will be due the class before the guest speaker presents, and should be based in part on text material.  You will be given a description of the guest speaker in advance, so you can make out your questions.  

Class participation: Each student will be required to participated in class discussions and group discussions over the course of each class.  You will not be graded for your attendance, but if you are not in class then it will be impossible for you to earn participation credit.  

Grading:  Tests scores will make up 55% of your grade, written assignments will make up 40% of your grade, and class participation will count as 15% of your grade.  

This is an upper level psychology course. When you have questions concerning assignments or material, you must contact me and discuss the problem with me before it interferes with your class work.  The best way to do this is by e-mail.  I am always happy to hear from my students!  In other words, I will work with you to achieve a terrific understanding of the material and a great grade, but I cannot read your mind!

COURSE SCHEDULE

Date

Topic



Assignment for class

AUG 27
Introduction


Read Syllabus

AUG 29
Introduction


Chapter 1

AUG 31
Introduction


The Way We Weren’t—no report due

SEP 3

No Class


Rest before laboring

SEP 5

Biological Foundations
Chapter 2

SEP 6

Biological Foundations
Coming of Age—Stories assignment

SEP 10 
Biological Foundations
Chapter 2

SEP 12

Biological Foundations
Guest speaker

SEP 14

Biological Foundations
Falling From My Pedestal—Portraits assignment

SEP 17

Cognitive Foundations
Chapter 3

SEP 19

Cognitive Foundations
Chapter 3

SEP 21 
Cognitive Foundations
Guest Speaker Questions

SEP 24

Cognitive Foundations
Chapter 3, Review for Test I

SEP 26





TEST I

SEP 28

Cognitive Foundations
I Reconcile…—Portraits assignment

OCT 1

Cultural Beliefs

Chapter 4

OCT 3

Cultural Beliefs

Chapter 4


OCT 5

Cultural Beliefs

Seeking the Best of Both—Portraits assignment

OCT 8

No Class


Discover America

OCT 10
Gender



Chapter 5

OCT 12
Gender



Guest Speaker Questions

OCT 15
The Self


Chapter 6

OCT 17
The Self


Chapter 6


OCT 19
The Self


The Truth About Tweens—Ad PSYC assignment

OCT 22
Family Relationships

Chapter 7

OCT 24
Family Relationships

Chapter 7

OCT 26 
Family Relationships

Apparent from the Parents—Stories assignment

OCT 29
Family Relationships

Chapter 7, Review for Test II

OCT 31




TEST II

NOV 2

Family Relationships

Attitudes Toward Family—Readings assignment

NOV 5

Friends and Peers

Chapter 8

NOV 7

Friends and Peers

Chapter 8

NOV 9

Friends and Peers

No Boring Little Friends—Portraits assignment

NOV 12 
Dating, Love & Sexuality
Chapter 9

NOV 14
Dating, Love & Sexuality
Chapter 9

NOV 16
Dating, Love & Sexuality
Why Abstinent Teens—Readings assignment

NOV 19
Dating, Love & Sexuality
To Be the Best--Portraits assignment

NOV 21
Dating, Love & Sexuality
Catch up day

NOV 23
No Class


Be Thankful!

NOV 26
School



Chapter 10


NOV 28
School



Chapter 10

NOV 30
School



Schools the Source—Ad PSYC assignment

DEC 3 
Problems


Chapter 13

DEC 5

Problems


Chapter 13

DEC 7 
Problems


Guest Speaker Questions, Review for Final

DEC 12
1:30-4:15


Final Exam

How this class will work:  On Mondays and Wednesdays, unless the syllabus indicates otherwise, we will discuss the material from the text.  On Fridays (and a few other days, when the week is unusual and has a holiday, for example) we will discuss the reading assigned for that day.  These readings are on reserve in the Johnson Center.  We will also have guest speakers on certain dates, and on those days you will be expected to bring your questions for the guest speaker to class and ask them.  

How the written assignments work: You will be expected to turn in five written assignments over the course of the term.  Each assignment will be 2-2 ½ pages long and should be double-spaced.  These written assignments are designed to aquatint you with current research and provide you with some insight into the lives of adolescents.  All readings are on reserve in the Johnson Center Library under my name and the course number (PSYC 314, 001). The written assignments have been taken from four sources.  They are:

1. Ad PSYC—Annual Editions: Adolescent Psychology (2001)

2. Stories—Research Stories for Lifespan Development

3. Portraits—Adolescent Portraits: Identity, Relationships and Challenges

4. Readings—Current Readings in Lifespan Development

The source of each reading is listed in the syllabus.  You will be expected to turn in a written assignment for a particular reading on the day the reading is to be discussed in class.  NO LATE WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE ACCEPTED! Over the course of the term, you will be expected to turn in one each of an Ad PSYC, Stories, and Readings written assignment.  Questions for each assignment are attached to the back of the assignment.  You will be expected to turn in two Portraits written assignments over the course of the term.  You may select either one of the two of the Ad PSYC, Stories, and Readings to write on, and any two of the five Portraits assignments to write on. This should give you some flexibility and help you manage your time.  Even if you have not written on a particular reading, you are still expected to be prepared to discuss the reading and questions in class, so make notes on all readings before coming to class.
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