Developmental Psychopathology

PSYC 592/892

Section 004/002

Thursdays, 7:20 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.

Robinson Hall, A250, Fall 2001

Instructor:  
John D. Wasserman, Ph.D.

GMU Psychological Clinic

10808 Kelly Drive
Phone: (703) 993-1748 (direct) or 1398 (main office)

Fax: (703) 352-0035

Email: jwasserm@gmu.edu
Office Hours:
Thursdays 3:00 – 5:00 p.m. (Clinic), or by appointment.

Dates and Times:  

This course will be taught every Thursday, August 30, 2001 through December 13, 2001. Times are 7:20 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.

Description of Course: 

This course is intended to provide an in-depth look at the emerging discipline of developmental psychopathology, with a primary focus on children and adolescents. This discipline emphasizes prediction of the development of maladaptive behaviors and processes. Specific mental disorders and contexts are discussed to illustrate how knowledge of normal development enhances how understanding of deviant development. Long-term outcome through adulthood will be addressed. Emphasis is on factors associated with risk for development of mental disorders, on resiliency to stressful life events, and on protective and preventative factors.

Dates and Readings:
August 30

Introduction; Overview and Fundamental Concepts; Video 

Chapters 1, 2, 6

September 6

Issues and theories (Risk and protective factors; models; 

parenting and relationships)

Chapters 4, 5, 7, 9, and 37

September 13

Theories and microparadigms 

(Biological, cognitive-behavioral, family systems, psychoanalytic)

Chapters 8, 12, and 13, 

September 20

Diagnostic taxonomies and assessment

Chapter 3 and 14

September 27

Disorders of Early Childhood

Chapters 16, 19, and 20

October 4

Disruptive Behavior Disorders (ADHD)

Chapters 21 and 22

October 11

Midterm Examination

October 18

Disruptive Behavior Disorders (ODD, CD); Project 1 due

Chapters 23 and 24

October 25

Internalizing Disorders (Anxiety Disorders)

Chapters 27, 28, 29, and 38

November 1

Internalizing Disorders (Mood Disorders)

Chapters 25 and 26

November 8

Pervasive Developmental Disorders & Autistic Disorders

Chapter 34

November 15

Schizophrenias and Psychotic Disorders; Project 2 presentations




No Assignment but review Chapter 2

November 22

No Class – Thanksgiving recess

November 29
Mental Retardation, Gifted, Language Learning Disabilities, 

Nonverbal Learning Disabilities; Project 2 presentations

Chapter 35

December 6

Wrap-up; Project 2 presentations; Pick up Final Examination

December 13

Final Examination due to Wasserman mailbox, 

By 5:00 p.m.; Psychology Department

Required Text: 

Sameroff, A. J., Lewis, M., & Miller, S. M. (Eds.). (2000). Developmental psychopathology (2nd ed.). New York: Kluwer Academic/Plenum Publishers.

Recommended Supplements (but not required):
Cicchetti, D., & Nurcombe, B. (Eds.). (2000). Special issue: Reflecting on the past and planning for the future of developmental psychopathology. Development and Psychopathology, 12, 255-550.

American Psychiatric Association. (2000). Diagnostic and statistical manual of mental disorders (4th ed., Text rev.). Washington, DC: APA.

Technology Requirements:

This course incorporates the following technical advances:

(a) Most lecture material is presented electronically with MS Powerpoint;

(b) Videotape and DVD-based illustrative cases are presented for training;

(c) Students will create and deliver their own MS Powerpoint presentations.

Grades:

· Midterm Exam (25%): In-class short answer/essay
· Final Exam (25%): Take-home essay

· Quizzes (2 @ 10% each): In-class short-answer

· Project 1 (15%): Put together your own child intake/developmental history form with footnotes/citations appended as to why elements have been included. Total length of 5-10 pages.

· Project 2 (15%): 5-10 page paper and 5-10 minute classroom Powerpoint presentation.

· Classroom participation is a plus and will be considered if you are on the borderline between grades.
Project 1 : Intake/History Form

Before a psychologist works with children and adolescents, a parent or guardian usually completes a written intake and history form describing the problem, its onset and course, and various aspects of developmental history.

Develop your own intake form based upon the literature asking questions that are most salient in the prognostic, diagnostic, and intervention process. Attach a few pages with footnotes explaining your choice of indices with research citations to justify their inclusion. Total should range from 5-10 pages.

See Wasserman (1990) intake form as illustration or starting point.

Project 2: Paper and presentation. Select either a or b.

a.
Choose any mental disorder of childhood onset and write a 5-10 page typed APA style paper on the long-term (adult) outcome if the disorder is not treated effectively or remains in a residual form. Write about how the disorder may be behaviorally manifested at later stages in development. Give a 10 minute MS Powerpoint presentation to class.
b.
Choose any adult mental disorder and write a 5-10 page typed APA style paper describing developmental precursors/risk factors/predisposing factors that have been shown to have a role in predicting long-term outcome/prognosis/treatment responsiveness. Give a 10 minute MS Powerpoint presentation to class.

