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611 Lab Syllabus

Fall 2001
Lab Instructors:
Amy Madigan


Lisa Donahue


Mike Ingerick




R 5:00-6:50pm

R 5:00-6:50pm

F 8:30-10:20am




F 10:30am-12:20pm

R 7:00-8:50pm

F 10:30am-12:20pm




Thompson 222

David King 1005

David King 1005

Office Hours:

Tuesday 1:30-2:30pm

Thursday 11:00am-12:00pm
Friday 1:00-2:00pm




David King 2057

Robinson B209

Robinson B213

Contact Information:
703-993-4050


703-993-3706 ex. 1

703-993-3706 ex.4



amadigan@gmu.edu

ldonahu1@gmu.edu

mingeri1@gmu.edu

Purpose of the Lab

The purpose of the lab portion of this course is to supplement the weekly lectures by providing an opportunity to review and apply the statistical and methodological concepts and procedures discussed in lecture. The lab is designed to provide hands-on experience with SPSS, a prominent statistical software package used in psychological research. APA writing guidelines will also be introduced and used for describing methodology, reporting statistical findings, and drawing conclusions about scientific research.  

Expectations for Attendance & Participation

It is important to remember that each new lab assignment will build on previous material.  Doing well in the course rests heavily on your ability to keep up with the material, both in lecture and lab.  As such, you are expected to attend lab on a regular basis and actively participate. You are also expected to be prompt and proactive about obtaining (and understanding!) missed material, should you have to miss class. 

We strongly encourage you to work together.  Many students who have successfully made it through this course have attributed at least some of their success to being a part of a study group.  On that note, we encourage you to work together on lab assignments and when studying for exams.  However, please remember that all lab assignments must be written individually. 
Grading Policy

Your performance in the lab portion of this course will make-up 35% or 40% of your final grade in the course (depending on whether or not you complete the research project). In either case, the grading for the lab will be the same.  Your grade will be made up of the following:

7 Projects 



90% 

Participation


10%

Late Policy: All projects are due on the date announced by the instructor.  Projects turned in late, but within one week of the due date will count for half (½) the points possible.  Projects turned in more than one week late will not count for any points. Students desiring an exception to this policy must contact the instructor BEFORE the project is due.  Exceptions may be granted on a case-by-case basis.      

Re-Grade Policy: You may redo each project once in an effort to earn back missed points.  Any project redone must be turned in within one week of receiving it back from the lab instructor.  You may earn back half (½) the points that were deducted.  You may not earn back any points deducted for lateness.  

Research Project & Article Summaries 

For those students required (Doctoral) or opting (Master’s) to complete the research project, you will be expected to keep up with this assignment throughout the semester. In lab, for each of the following weeks listed below, you will be responsible for turning in two (2) article summaries on scientific articles related to your proposal topic.  (See handouts for guidelines.)

2 article summaries are due on each of the following dates:

Sept 6/7 


Oct 18/19

Sept 13/14 

Oct 25/26 

Sept 27/28 

Nov 8/9

Oct 4/5 


Nov 15/16

Lab Projects

Below is a tentative outline of the projects for this semester.  In effort to keep the lecture and lab as tightly coupled as possible, no specific assigned/due dates are currently available for the lab projects.  Instead, projects will be assigned over the course of the semester.  It will be your responsibility to keep up with when projects are assigned as well as when they are due.  Projects will be assigned during lab periods.  Due dates will be announced during lab periods and posted on the 611/612 WebCT Internet site (http://webct.gmu.edu).  

Project #1
Construct definition & writing survey items.

Entering data & descriptive statistics 

Note to self: PROJECT 1 DUE DATE __________

Project #2
Hypothesis Testing 

Note to self: PROJECT 2 DUE DATE __________

Project #3
Basic correlation/regression 

Note to self: PROJECT 3 DUE DATE __________

Project #4
One-way ANOVA & Multiple Comparisons

Note to self: PROJECT 4 DUE DATE __________

Project #5
Reliability & Validity

Note to self: PROJECT 5 DUE DATE __________

Project #6 
Methods of Measurement & Power

Note to self: PROJECT 6 DUE DATE __________

Project #7
Multiple Regression

Note to self: PROJECT 7 DUE DATE __________

