
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Psychology 325 (Section 2)
ABNORMAL PSYCHOLOGY

Fall, 2002 

Instructor: 
Michael R. Dudis, MA



E-mail:           mikedudis@hotmail.com

Class Time:       MWF, 1:30-2:20



Phone:            (703) 927-2792

Classroom:
Robinson A111




Office Hr:       Johnson Center










           Monday:  2:20-3:20

_____________________________________________________________________________

REQUIRED MATERIALS:

1.
Comer, R. J. (2002). Fundamentals of Abnormal Psychology (Third Ed.). New York, NY: Worth Publishers.

OPTIONAL MATERIALS:

1.
APA (American Psychiatric Association). (2000).  Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders (Fourth Ed., Text Revision).  Washington, D.C.: Author.

Objectives:

The primary goals of this course are for students to: 1) achieve a solid understanding of what is meant by “abnormality,” when and how psychological disorders are diagnosed, and the principle characteristics of each disorder, 2) acquire a working knowledge of the various theories and models of psychological abnormality, and 3) demonstrate the ability to conceptualize various psychological disorders from a number of different theoretical perspectives, including how each model views treatment.  In order to achieve these goals, we will be discussing theory and research in the field of abnormal psychology through lectures, class discussions and assigned readings, as well as through taking exams given periodically throughout the semester.    

Grading Criteria:   Grades for this course will be determined as follows:

Exams:  Final Grade = 3 of 4 exams (each exam worth about 33% of your final grade)  

Your entire course grade will be determined by 4 exams given on specified dates throughout the course of the semester.  Only 3 of the 4 exams, however, will be counted toward your final grade, meaning that your lowest exam score will be dropped.  Exams will be multiple choice format and may include some short answer questions.  The fourth exam will be given during finals week and will be partially cumulative.      

The grade distribution will adhere to the standard university distribution: A (94-100), A- (90-93), B+ (87-89), B (84-86), B- (80-83), C+ (77-79), C (70-76), D (60-69). While the final distribution will be no more stringent than that above, I reserve the right to make it less stringent— based on final grades. Keep in mind that a minimum grade of C is required to receive credit for this course. 

COURSE POLICIES:

1.
Attendance is strongly encouraged.  While attendance is not mandatory, you must attend classes in order to receive all testable material.  Some information covered in class will not be covered in your text, such as information from outside sources and video presentations.  In addition, students are responsible for all notes, syllabus changes, and assignments discussed during class. 

2.
Make-up exams will not be given, as the course is structured such that you may drop your lowest exam grade.  Should you miss an exam, it will be counted as your lowest grade and dropped from the final course grade tally.  For cases in which someone might miss more than one exam, a make-up will only be given for substantial reasons (such as documented medical excuses).  If you cannot make an exam and you have already missed one, you must inform me before the day of the exam to discuss whether your situation warrants taking a make-up exam.    

HONOR CODE:


Students are required to abide by the guidelines of the GMU Honor Code as described in the GMU catalog for all exams and assignments.   

TENTATIVE OUTLINE

Dates


Topic
Assignments (for each topic area)

8/26
Course Introduction 


8/28- 8/30
Definition, History, and Study of Abnormality
Chapter 1 

9/2
NO CLASS:  Labor Day


9/4 - 9/13
Theoretical Models:  Biological, Psychodynamic,       Cognitive/Behavioral, & Experiential 
Chapter 2

9/16 - 9/20
Assessment, Diagnosis, and Treatment
Chapter 3

9/23
Exam I


9/25 - 9/30
Anxiety Disorders:  GAD & Phobias
Chapter 4

10/2 - 10/7
Anxiety Disorders:  Panic, OCD, & Stress
Chapter 5

10/9 - 10/11
Mood Disorders:  Depression, Mania, & Bipolar
Chapter 6

10/14
NO CLASS:  Columbus Day


10/16- 10/21
Mood Disorders continued & Suicide
Chapter 7

10/23
Exam II


10/25- 10/27
Physical Disorders:  Factitious, Somatoform, & Psychophysiological 
Chapter 8 

10/30- 11/1
Eating Disorders:  Anorexia & Bulimia
Chapter 9

11/4 - 11/6
Substance-Related Disorders
Chapter 10

11/8 - 11/11
Sexual Disorders
Chapter 11

11/13- 11/15
Schizophrenia
Chapter 12

11/18- 11/20
Cognitive & Memory Disorders
Chapter 13

11/22
Exam III


11/25
Personality Disorders
Chapter 14

11/27- 11/29
NO CLASS:  Thanksgiving Break


12/2 - 12/4
Personality Disorders continued


12/6
Childhood Disorders
Chapter 15 (pgs. 441-466 only)

12/11
Exam IV (Final):  1:30-4:15


