Psychology 372, Section 004 ‑ Fall 2002

Mondays 7:20pm-10:00pm

INSTRUCTOR: 
Dr. Madison Berl

Office: David King Hall 2068
Phone: 993‑1939

E‑mail:    mdejonge@gmu.edu (temporarily)

Office hours: Mon: 6:30-7:15 and by appointment

REQUIRED TEXT:
Carlson, N. R. (2002).  Foundations of Physiological Psychology (Fifth



Edition), Boston,MA: Allyn and Bacon. 

Course Goals

In the catalog, this course is described as a “survey of neuroscience,” which is a broad topic that cuts across several disciplines including biology, chemistry, psychology, and physiology.

Psychology 372 is intended to provide a basic understanding of the biology, chemistry, anatomy and physiology of the brain as it applies to both normal and abnormal human behavior. The goal of this course is to provide you with a strong foundation for the understanding of the relationship between the brain and behavior. We will cover such topics as basic neuroanatomy, neural and synaptic transmission, psychopharmacology, brain development, visual processing, sleep and wakefulness, learning and memory, language, and emotions. 

The format for this course is primarily lecture with discussion as appropriate.  Questions are welcome and encouraged at any time throughout the lecture.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

You will be most successful if you keep up with the reading assignments and attend lectures.  Course material will cover both the required readings and additional material presented in the lectures that may not be covered in your text.

*Please note that Psychology 372 is a required course for psychology majors, and a grade of "C-" or better is required for graduation.

Grading:


1.
Three in‑class exams based on readings, lectures and presentations (multiple choice, fill-in‑the‑blank, short answer and essay).  These exams will be worth 20%.


2.
The final exam will be cumulative but with emphasis on newly learned material.  The final will be worth 20% and will be formatted like the other exams.


3.
Online quizzes (multiple choice) will be worth 10% of your grade.  These will be taken online and emailed to me.  Of 16 chapter quizzes, you must email me 10 (1% for each quiz).  The quizzes will be open book and based only on readings from the text.  You will receive credit for the effort rather than the specific grade; however, if I see that your quiz scores are consistently below 50% correct, I will talk to you about this and will require that you submit additional quizzes.  If you decide to take more than 10 quizzes, I will weigh that heavily when giving you the full 10%.  Also, I need to have all quizzes for the appropriate chapters submitted to me before the exam for that chapter is given.  In other words, I will not allow you to submit all your quizzes to me at the end of the semester.  We will discuss specifically what chapters will be covered the week before each exam is given depending on how we are moving through the material.


To access quizzes online:

1)
Go to http://cwabacon.pearsoned.com/bookbind/pubbooks/carlson5_ab
2)
Select a chapter to be quizzed on and click on Begin

3)
On upper left side of webpage will be a “Multiple Choice” option

4)
Follow prompts and take quiz

5)
Email me your results


4.
In addition to the exams and quizzes, an in-class, group presentation is required that will be worth 10% of your grade.  All members of a group will receive the same grade.  Expectations for the presentation will be described during the first class.

Policy regarding missed exams:


No make‑up exams will be given; rather the final exam will receive double weight.  If you have not missed an exam, and your final exam grade is better than any of your midterm exams, then your lowest midterm grade will be dropped and your final exam will count double.



Final Grades:

Final grades are based on credit accumulated during the semester. The university has implemented a grading system that allows students to receive +s or ‑s.  In this class, the following grading system will apply:

	A    =
	93 - 100% 

	A-  =
	90 - 92%

	B+  =
	87 - 89% 

	B    =
	80 - 86% 

	C+  =
	77 - 79% 

	C    =
	70 - 76%  

	D    =
	60 - 69% 

	F    =
	0 – 59% 


Honor Code:

All exams, homework assignments, quizzes and extra credit must follow the guidelines of the GMU Honor Code as described in the GMU catalog. Students may use books, notes, and other sources in preparing for exams and quizzes. Other students may be consulted prior to exams or quizzes. However when taking exams no books, notes or student interaction will be allowed. When taking on‑line quizzes, students may use the text only. Cheating or plagiarism will not be tolerated in this course.  Please be sure that you are familiar with the GMU Honor Code as described in the catalog.

Additional Information:

If you have a documented disability and require some accommodation, please see me as soon as possible.

Course Outline

DATE

TOPIC







READINGS

Aug 26

Introduction to Physiological Psychology


Ch. 1 



Cells of the Nervous System




Ch. 2 (pp.27‑39)

Sep   9

Nerve Impulses (within‑cell communication)


Ch. 2 (pp. 40‑62)

Sep 16

Neurotransmitters, Neuromodulators



Ch. 4



Hormones, & Drugs and behavior

Sep 23

Exam 1 (In‑Class)



Structure of the Nervous System




Ch. 3



(Lecture – 2nd half of class)

Sep 30

Brain development & Plasticity




Continue Ch. 3& Ch. 5

Oct   7

Vision & Audition





Ch. 6 & Ch. 7

Oct 15 (TUES)
Sleep & Ingestive Behavior




Ch. 8 & 11

Oct 21

Exam 2 (In‑class)



Reproductive Behavior





Ch. 9



(Lecture – 2nd half of class)

Oct 28

Emotion






Ch. 10

Nov   4

Learning and Memory





Ch. 12

Nov 11

Language






Ch. 13

Nov 18

Exam 3 (In‑class)



Neurological Disorders





Ch. 14



(Lecture – 2nd half of class)






Nov 25

Schizophrenia, Affective Disorders, and Anxiety Disorders
Ch. 15

Dec   2

Pervasive Developmental Disorders



Ch. 16

Dec 16

FINAL EXAM ‑ Monday (7:30 p.m. – 10:15 p.m.)

Any schedule changes (or changes in assignments) will be announced in class and/or via email. After an absence, students are responsible for contacting the instructor to obtain accurate information.

