Psychology 100-003



Fall 2003

    
TR 12:00-1:15 pm

Dr. Doris Bitler








            Enterprise Hall, Room 316

e-mail: psyc100@gmu.edu





  
Office hours Tuesdays 1:30-2:30 

phone: 993-8713







                        or by appointment 

COURSE GOALS: This course will provide you with an overview of the field of Psychology, including its varied sub-disciplines and theoretical approaches.  Emphasis will be placed on psychological research and critical thinking skills.

REQUIRED TEXTS:
“Psychology: The Discovery Experience, 1e”, by Stephen L. Franzoi  

The required on-line text is available at www.atomicdog.com 

You the option of purchasing a hard-copy text to accompany the on-line version

Please be sure to use Course Registration ID 1510565103060
GRADING:

Exams (3 of 4)

   


25% each
75%

Chapter Quizzes (15)



 1% each
15%

Research participation (5)


 2% each
10% 

IN-CLASS EXAMS: There will be four exams throughout the semester.  These exams will not be cumulative.  Each will consist of multiple choice questions.  The lowest grade of the four will be dropped, with each of the remaining three scores counting for 25% of your final grade in the class.  There will be no make-up exams.  If you miss one of the exams for any reason (including technical problems with your hardware, isp, etc.), that will be the exam grade that is dropped.  Any additional missed exams will count as a zero toward your final grade.  You may choose to skip the exam scheduled on December 16 if you are satisfied with your grades on the first three exams.  Please plan to be on time for all exams – copies of the exams will not be handed out after 12:10 pm for in-class exams (10:40 am for the final exam).

CANCELLATION OF CLASS: If a class is cancelled for inclement weather (or any other reason) on the day of an exam, plan to take the exam during the next regularly scheduled class meeting.  

GMU ID CARD: You must present your GMU ID card when turning in your exams.  Your exam will not be graded unless you have your ID.  Please remember to bring your GMU ID card with you to all exams for this class.

SCANTRONS: You are required to use scantrons when taking exams.  They may be purchased in the GMU bookstore.  Scantron forms must be filled out using a #2 pencil.  IMPORTANT NOTE: You must use a small (4 ¼” x 11”), green scantron, which you have filled out completely, for tests in this class.  Scantrons completed in anything other than pencil, and those on which the basic information (i.e., name, student id number, exam version, etc.) is not filled in, will not be graded.

CHAPTER QUIZZES: At the end of each chapter of your text there is a practice quiz.  You must complete and submit the on-line version of each chapter quiz by the deadline indicated on the class schedule.  Each quiz will count toward 1% of your final grade.  Quizzes submitted after the deadline will not be accepted.  It is permissible to look up the answers to quiz questions before submitting the quiz.  Because of the possibility of technical failures, power outages, etc., I encourage you to complete and submit quizzes well before the deadline.  Extensions cannot be provided for any reason.

RESEARCH PARTICIPATION: Students taking Psychology 100 are required to participate in psychological research or alternate research experiences (such as attending special lectures on psychology experiments).  Opportunities for participation can be found at http://www.experimetrix.com/gmu/.  You must participate in 5 hours of such experiences to receive full credit, with each research experience counting toward 2% of your final grade.  You may do an additional two hours of research (a total of 7 hours) for extra credit.  It is your responsibility to provide me with evidence of your participation no later than the end of class on December 4 to ensure that you get credit.  You may choose to rely on the Experimetrix on-line system, but if your research information is lost or incorrectly credited, you will not have any recourse.  I encourage you to fulfill this course requirement early in the semester.

COURSE WEB PAGE: The course schedule, links to materials shown in class, and updates on tests and assignments can be found on the course web site at http://mason.gmu.edu/~psyc100.  You are responsible for regularly checking the web page for updates and other important information.

TECHNOLOGY EXPECTATIONS: Information about your course work or grades can only be sent to your GMU e-mail account.  Please check the course web site for a link to the GMU page that describes how to activate your GMU account.   

You must access the course web site on a regular basis (at least 2-3 times per week would be advisable).  The course web site will provide you with detailed information about the course, important links, and critical updates.  Accessing information posted to the web site is your responsibility and part of your participation in this class.  

In order to complete chapter quizzes, see instructor notes and highlights, and view the multimedia components of the class, you will need reliable internet access.  Computer labs are available on campus for student use.  Extensions and other accommodations cannot be provided to students who fail to meet deadlines due to equipment failure or other technology-related problems. 

ATTENDANCE: Class attendance is not required; however, you are responsible for all material presented in class.  Since each test will include material discussed in class that might not be in the textbook, you should plan to borrow notes from a friend and view the on-line lecture slides if you are unable to attend a class session.

HONOR CODE: Each student is expected to abide by the letter and spirit of the GMU Honor Code, which can be found in the University catalog.  A link to the Honor Code can be found on the course web site.  Any suspected violations will immediately be reported to the Honor Committee for review.

DISABILITY ACCOMMODATIONS: Students with learning or other disabilities requiring special accommodations should contact the Disability Resource Center (993-2474, SUB I Room 234) and follow their procedures for documenting the disability and seeking accommodations.  This should be done early in the semester, since last-minute requests for test accommodations can rarely be granted.  Accommodations cannot be provided to students without the appropriate documentation and a recommendation from the DRC. 

GETTING HELP: Please use my office hours and the course e-mail account to ask questions about course material or get advice on studying for this course.  GMU also has a Learning Services office, which provides free workshops on topics such as time management, test anxiety, general study skills, overcoming procrastination, etc.  They are located in SUB I.

CLASSROOM DEMEANOR: I encourage you to treat your classmates with respect.  All cell phones and pagers should be turned off during class time.  If you choose to come to class, you should not plan to chat with friends, read materials unrelated to the course, sleep, etc.  These behaviors are extremely disruptive to those around you, and interfere with their learning.  

If you find that you must come to class late or leave early on occasion, please sit in the back of the room so you can do so quietly and with minimal disruption to others. 

Psychology 100-003 
   Fall 2003

     Tu/Th 12:00 – 1:15
Please check the class syllabus for details about assignments, class policies, and other important information

	Week
	Date
	Topic and Reading
	Due by 12:00 noon

	
	
	"Psychology: The Discovery Experience"


	

	1
	Aug 26
	Welcome
	

	
	Aug 28
	Ch 1: Introduction to Psychology
	

	2
	Sep 2
	Ch 2: The Vehicle for Psychological Discovery
	Ch 1 Quiz

	
	Sep 4
	Ch 3: Biological Bases of Behavior
	Ch 2 Quiz

	3
	Sep 9
	
	Ch 3 Quiz

	
	Sep 9
	Last day to add a class
	

	
	Sep 11
	Ch 4: Human Development
	

	4
	Sep 16
	
	Ch 4 Quiz

	
	Sep 18
	Exam #1
	

	5
	Sep 23
	Ch 5: Sensation and Perception
	

	
	Sep 25
	
	Ch 5 Quiz

	
	Sep 26
	Last day to drop a class
	

	6
	Sep 30
	Ch 7: Learning
	

	
	Oct 2
	
	Ch 7 Quiz

	7
	Oct 7
	Ch 8: Memory
	

	
	Oct 9
	
	Ch 8 Quiz

	8
	Oct 14
	NO CLASS

MONDAY CLASSES MEET
	

	
	Oct 16
	Ch 9: Language and Thinking
	

	9
	Oct 21
	Exam #2
	Ch 9 Quiz

	
	Oct 23
	Ch 10: Intelligence
	

	10
	Oct 28
	
	Ch 10 Quiz

	
	Oct 30
	Ch 11: Motivation and Emotion
	

	11
	Nov 4
	Ch 12: Personality
	Ch 11 Quiz

	
	Nov 6
	
	Ch 12 Quiz

	12
	Nov 11
	Ch 13: Psychological Disorders
	

	
	Nov 13
	Exam #3
	Ch 13 Quiz

	13
	Nov 18
	Ch 14: Therapy
	

	
	Nov 20
	Ch 16: Social Behavior
	Ch 14 Quiz

	14
	Nov 25
	
	Ch 16 Quiz

	
	Nov 27
	HAPPY THANKSGIVING!
	

	15
	Dec 2
	Ch 15: Stress, Coping, and Health
	

	
	Dec 4
	Review
	Ch 15 Quiz

	
	Dec 16
	FINAL EXAM 10:30 am
	


