Cognitive Psychology


PSYC 317-001


MWF, 10:30 a.m. -11:20 a.m.





Instructor: 	Jennifer T. Brooks


Office:	131 Thompson Hall  


Phone: 	(703) 993-1349


Office Hours:	Monday, 6:30-7:30 p.m. and by appointment


E-mail: 	jtbrooks@tabithasoftware.com (preferred mode of communication)	





Course Objective


PSYC 317 introduces students to research and theory in human cognition. Topics include memory, attention, pattern recognition, problem solving, reasoning, and psycholinguistics. The format of instruction will be primarily lecture and in-class discussion. Upon completion of this course, students should have an understanding of how human cognition is studied empirically and what theories have resulted from the observational and experimental investigations conducted throughout the history of cognitive psychology. 





Required Reading


Ashcraft, M. H. (2002). Cognition (3rd Edition). Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall. ISBN 0130307297





Additional journal articles may be assigned that are related to specific topics.





Exams


There will be three non-cumulative exams, consisting of multiple-choice and short-answer items. Exam questions will be based on the reading assignments and lecture/class discussions during that unit. The required textbook for this course has a companion website located at http://www.prenhall.com/ashcraft.  Within each chapter there are activities (i.e., multiple choice, true/false, matching, and essay questions) that were designed to enhance your understanding of the material in the book. Students are encouraged to use this resource as a study guide. 





Writing Assignment


Each student will be required to summarize and critique two articles from recent cognitive psychology literature. You may choose articles that closely relate to the course material. However, each article must describe an empirical study; reviews, theoretical papers, etc. will not be accepted. Each article must be approved by me before you submit your summaries and critiques. 





Each summary/critique should be 3-4 pages, excluding title page, appendices, etc. The summary section should include (a) the research question, (b) the independent and dependent variables, (c) results of the research, and (d) conclusions. The rest of the paper should be an evaluation of these aspects of the research. You should also include a paragraph discussing the importance of the article in the psychology literature. 





Due dates will be announced within the first week of classes.





Technology Requirements


Students must have access to their GMU e-mail or an equivalent account. Routine communication will occur via e-mail using the instructor’s commercial account. In addition to individual conversations between instructor and student, e-mail will be used to send all students information concerning class assignments and lecture slides. 





Service Learning


Students may earn an additional hour of credit by enrolling in PSYC 328 (Psychology in the Community Laboratory) and participating in a service learning project related to cognitive psychology. The Center for Service and Leadership in the Johnson Center has a roster of approved organizations, and Dr. Michael Hurley oversees the students enrolled in this course. Please enroll if you are interested.





Grades


Grades will be based on exam scores (25% each), writing assignment (20%), and class participation (5%). The grading scale used will be based on the standard university scale: A (90-100); B (80-89); C (70-79); D (60-69); F (below 59). 





Honor Code


All provisions of the GMU Honor System and Code will be followed in this class. During exams, no books, notes, or student interaction will be permitted. For the writing assignment, all work submitted must be original; quotations are permitted, but they must be appropriately cited.





Extra Credit


Up to two points (2%) of extra credit may be earned by participating in research sponsored by the Psychology Department this semester. One point is awarded for each hour of participation. However, please be aware that a few experiments may not be available to you if they relate to information we discussed in class. Please provide me with your name badge or other evidence of attendance. 





Tentative Schedule


The following schedule is tentative and subject to class progress through the material, weather events, and the instructor’s external obligations. Actual exam dates will be confirmed two weeks prior to the event.





Date �
Topic�
Reading Assignment�
�
Aug 25 - 29�
Introduction, History�
Chapter 1�
�
Sep 3 - 10�
The Cognitive Method�
Chapter 2�
�
Sep 12 - 17�
Perception and Patterns�
Chapter 3�
�
Sep 19 - 24�
Attention�
Chapter 4�
�
Sep 26�
Review�
Chapters 1-4�
�
Sep 29�
Exam 1�
Chapters 1-4�
�
Oct 1 - Oct 6�
Short-Term/Working Memory�
Chapter 5�
�
Oct 8 - 13�
Episodic Long-Term Memory�
Chapter 6�
�
Oct 15 - 20�
Semantic Long-Term Memory�
Chapter 7�
�
Oct 22 - 27�
Interactions in Long-Term Memory�
Chapter 8�
�
Oct 29 – Nov 5�
Language�
Chapter 9�
�
Nov 7�
Review�
Chapters 5-8�
�
Nov 10�
Exam 2�
Chapters 5-8�
�
Nov 12 - 17�
Comprehension: Written and Spoken Language�
Chapter 10�
�
Nov 19 - 24�
Decisions, Judgment, and Reasoning�
Chapter 11 �
�
Nov 26 - 30�
Thanksgiving Holiday�
�
�
Dec 1 – 5�
Problem Solving�
Chapter 12�
�
Dec 10 �
Final Exam (10:30 a.m.– 2:15 a.m.)�
Chapters 9-12�
�






