PSYC 317-005 Cognitive Psychology

George Mason University

Fall 2003, Tues 7:20 – 10:10 pm

Instructor
Chris Monk


David King 2063 (Arch Lab)


(703) 993-1714


cmonk@gmu.edu

http://hfac.gmu.edu/~cmonk/317_005.htm 

Office hours
Tuesdays 5:00 - 6:00 p.m., or by appointment

Course Objectives

This course will introduce some of the major issues, theories, and experimental findings in cognitive psychology. Some of the topics that will be covered include sensory perception, attention, memory, imagery, language, reasoning, and problem solving. Although the format will be primarily lecture-based, in-class discussion is encouraged. You will be expected to understand the facts and theories of cognitive psychology and also the research methods used in cognitive psychology — in other words, how human cognition can be studied scientifically, and why the results of experimental investigations support particular theories of human cognition.

Textbook   (required)

Willingham, D. (2004). Cognition: The Thinking Animal (2nd Edition). Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall.

Examinations and Grading

There will be two (2) midterm exams and a final exam based on readings and lectures. Each midterm will count 30% towards your grade (60% total for midterms) and the final will count 40%.  The exams will consist of multiple-choice and short answer questions. The final exam will cover all material introduced since the beginning of the course, however it will focus primarily on the final third of the course. 

The exams will test your knowledge and understanding of the material covered in both the lectures and the text.  To receive a high grade in this course you will need to demonstrate understanding of the key concepts from both the lectures and the text.  Mere memorization of the “facts” presented in the course will not be sufficient to receive a high grade in the course.  If you are having any difficulties with the material, be sure to get in touch with me.

Grades: A (100-90); B (89-80); C (79-70); D (69-60); F (below 59). Please note that the actual grading standard will be based on class performance on each exam.

Extra Credit and Make-Up Exams

Extra credit may be obtained by participating in experiments sponsored by the Psychology Department. Each hour of extra credit will raise your final grade by 0.5 points. Students may receive up to 3 additional points (3%) in final grade. However, participation in experiments is not a course requirement, and non-participation will not reduce the final grade.

No make-up exams will be given except in cases of documented emergencies. All make-up exams will consist completely of essay questions. 

Honor Code

All exams must follow the guidelines of the GMU Honor Code. Students may consult with other students and use books, notes, and other sources in preparing for exams. However, when taking exams, no books, notes, or student interaction will be allowed.  

Attendance

Class attendance is essential, as the lectures will frequently present information not found in the textbooks, and the material for the exams will be drawn from both lectures and readings. The lecture slides will be made available after each lecture via the web.  However, please note that having access to the lecture slides is NOT a substitute for attending class AND taking notes.  Relying only on the lecture slides will not be sufficient for you to score well on the exams. 

Special Help

If you have a disability documented by the Disability Support Services Office, which requires special conditions for exams (extended time, large type, etc.), see me the first week of class.
Access to Computers

Students must have access to their GMU e-mail or an equivalent account.  Students should feel free to communicate with me via email.  Updates and notifications may also be sent out to the class email list.  If you need to use university facilities, you can find out about location and hours of university facilities at http://www.labs.gmu.edu/ or ask at the information desk at the Johnson Center.

Course Outline

Any schedule changes or changes in assignments will be announced in class in advance. After an absence, students are responsible for contacting the instructor to obtain accurate information. 

	Date
	Topic
	Reading

	Aug. 26
	Introduction and History
	Chapter 1

	Sept. 2
	Interlude – the Brain
	Interlude (Ch. 1)

	Sept. 9
	Visual Perception
	Chapter 2

	Sept. 16
	Attention
	Chapter 3

	Sept. 23
	**Midterm 1**
	Chapters 1-3

	Sept. 30
	Sensory and Primary Memory
	Chapter 4

	Oct. 7
	Memory Encoding
	Chapter 5

	Oct. 14
	Memory Retrieval
	Chapter 6

	Oct. 21
	Memory Storage
	Chapter 7

	Oct. 28
	**Midterm 2**
	Chapters 4-7

	Nov. 4
	Motor Control
	Chapter 8

	Nov. 11
	Visual Imagery
	Chapter 9

	Nov. 18
	Decision Making and Deductive Reasoning
	Chapter 10

	Nov. 25
	Problem Solving
	Chapter 11

	Dec. 6
	Language
	Chapter 12

	Dec. 9
	**Final Exam**  7:30-10:15pm
	Cumulative


