Physiological Psychology Lab

PSYC 373, FALL 2003


Instructor:

Toni Stern


E-mail address:
astern1@gmu.edu
Class time:

W, 6-7:50 pm or W, 8-9:50 pm

Class location:
DK 3044 


Office phone #:
703-993-1358

Office hours:

Tuesdays 12-1 pm

Office location:
DK 2027/lab

Goals of Lab: The primary goal of this lab is for students to learn brain and eye structure location with some understanding of related function. A secondary goal is for students to gain critical skills in interpreting peer-reviewed research literature, specifically neuroscience-related literature.

Materials you need to buy:

· Dissection kit

· 2 sheep brains (Note: ask at the downstairs bookstore desk)

· 2 small Tupperware containers to store brains or Zip-lock bags

· copy packet from bookstore

· Cooley, R.K., & Vanderwolf, C.H. (2001). The Sheep Brain: A Basic Guide. A.J. Kirby Co.: London.  

Things to Know:

It is strongly recommended that you attend class. The material I cover in class will be on quizzes and exams. Attendance during dissections is imperative—this is your only opportunity to view the sheep brain/eye. If you must miss class—please go to a classmate first for notes. I will be glad to meet with you to discuss anything after you do this. Beware that, although I will try to show you a missed dissection during the next lab, this is not always possible.  

NOTE: You are responsible for all announcements and any syllabus modifications made in class each week whether you are present or not. 

Lab Practical Exams are approximately 50% of your grade in this lab. These exams consist of several pinned brains/brain parts. You will be expected to identify &/or answer question(s) about each. The Lab Practical Exams cannot be made up at a later date except under emergency situations!  This is extremely important—the nature of the exam does not allow it to be reproduced or preserved. Be aware there are few “emergencies” that will apply. In any case, bring these to my attention as soon as possible.  

Another part of your grade in this class is a presentation. Preparation for this assignment involves written summaries of an article on a topic related to the course. Details on this assignment will be given soon. Note: Half of your participation/attendance grade will be based on your presence at the presentations.

Cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated and will be reported to the University Honor Board &/or penalized.  You should cite any information that you are borrowing properly in APA format; otherwise, it should be your own.  

Article summaries will be due as outlined below. Late Article summaries will be accepted at my discretion with a partial point deduction.

Some of the material in this course can be difficult to grasp.  Be patient—by listening in class and talking to classmates and myself, it will become more familiar.  I welcome questions via e-mail anytime.  I will also be glad to meet with you during office hours or by appointment concerning class material.  

This course does require participation in dissection of animal parts.  If you have a concern about this, please come talk to me.  

Technology statement: Required knowledge of technology for this course includes ability to retrieve handouts sent via email to your GMU address. Occasionally I may use computer programs or the Internet in class to present demonstrations of relevant material. You may also wish to use websites provided by me to study for the lab practical exams. 

	Tentative Course Schedule:
	
	Assignments 

Due:

	August 27
	Introduction/Neurophysiology
	none

	September 3
	Research Methods &

Neurophysiology cont’d (action potential)
	none

	September 10
	Quiz 1 (Neurophys./Res. Meth.)

Brain Tour Part I
	Presentation topic due
bring brain #1

	September 17
	Brain Tour Part II 

(cranial nerves)
	Art sum #1 due

bring brain #1

	September 24
	Lab Activities & 

Study Session for Lab Practical 1
	bring brain #1 

	October 1
	Lab Practical 1 (Brain Tours I & II)
	none

	October 8
	Visual System

(sheep eye dissection)
	Art sum #2 due
eyeballs provided

	October 15
	Quiz 2 (visual system)

Midsagittal Dissection
	bring brain #1

	October 22
	Fornix/Hippocampal Region and Coronal Dissections
	bring brains #1 & #2

	October 29
	Study Session/Review of dissections for Lab Practical 2
	Presentation Outline Due
Bring brains to study/review; 

	November 5
	Lab Practical 2 (cumulative)
	none

	November 12
	NO CLASS (SFN conference)
	No Class

	November 19
	Presentations
	Present topic 

	November 26
	Thanksgiving BREAK
	No Class

	December 3
	Presentations
	Present topic 


Grades:

Quizzes (30 pts x 2)



 60 points

Attendance and Participation


 20 points

Lab Practical 1



 50 points

Lab Practical 2



100 points

Presentation


    
 25 points

Article Summaries (30 pts x 2)

 60 points

Total 



315 points 

A+ (97%+); A (93-96%); A- (90-92%); B+ (87-89%); B (83-86%); B- (80-82%);

C+ (77-79%); C (70-76%); D (60-69%); F (59% & below)


