	PSYCH 461 Special Topics: 

	 Psychology of Humor

	
	
	
	FALL 2003
	
	
	

	
	Instructor :  Dr. Ted Gessner
	
	
	
	

	
	Office: David King 3073
	
	
	
	

	
	Office Hours:  Tues & Thursday 12:30 - 1:20 and by appointment
	
	
	
	

	
	Phone:  703 - 993 - 4033
	
	
	
	

	
	E mail:  TGESSNER @ GMU.EDU
	
	
	
	

	Text:  Lefcourt, H.M. (2001).  Humor: The Psychology of Living Buoyantly.  New York: Kluwer.  
	

	Course Objectives:  The purpose of this course is to review the literature in psychology and the related social sciences.  Humor is a topic that does not have a room of its own but the research and theory about humor are embedded in the literature of the different subfields of psychology and the related social sciences (e.g. sociology, anthropology, not economics).  Members of the class will be expected to become acquainted with this diverse literature and each student will be expected to present literature on one aspect of the relevant literature.
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	DATE
	
	TOPIC
	
	
	
	READING
	

	WEEK 1
	8/ 26 & 28
	Introduction to Humor
	
	Ch. 1 & 2
	

	WEEK 2
	9/ 2 & 4
	Theories of Humor and Humor Appreciation
	
	Ch 3 & 4
	

	WEEK 3
	9/ 9&11
	Humor Production
	
	Ch 5
	

	WEEK 4
	9/16 & 18
	Measuring Sense of Humor
	
	Ch 6
	

	WEEK 5
	9/23 & 25
	Sense of Humor: personality approaches
	
	Ch 7 & 8
	

	WEEK 6
	9/30--10/2
	Interpersonal nature of humor
	
	Ch 9
	

	WEEK 7
	10/7 & 9
	Student presentations
	
	Ch 10
	

	WEEK 8
	10/16
	Student presentations
	
	Ch 11
	

	WEEK 9
	10/21 & 23
	Student presentations
	
	
	

	WEEK 10
	10/28 & 30
	Student presentations
	
	
	

	WEEK 11
	11/4 & 6
	Student presentations
	
	
	

	WEEK 12
	11/11 & 13
	Student presentations
	
	
	

	WEEK 13
	11/18 & 20
	Overview of humor research: the known and unknown
	
	
	

	WEEK 14
	11/25
	Applications, Training and future directions
	
	Assigned Readings
	

	WEEK 15
	12/2 & 4
	Applications, Training and future directions
	
	Assigned Readings
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Evaluation    There will be three components of the evaluation: participation, presentation and paper, and final exam.   The participation component will account for approximately 25% of the grade.  20% will be based on class participation and 5% will be for the timely completion of in-class assignments.  50% of the grade will be based on the in-class presentation and paper (the grade will be based on the cumulative impact of these two activities.  The final multiple choice exam will account for 25% of the grade and the questions will be derived from the book, the lectures, and the class presentations.                                                                                                             
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Student Presentations:  Students will be assigned topic based on their statement of interest.  Four students will make presentations during the assigned class period.  Students within each seminar should meet to discuss coordination of their presentations and to reduce overlap between the presentations.  At least two week before the presentation, it will be the responsibility of the group to selected two representative articles and give copies to instructor.  Those articles will be used as assigned readings for the class session.  Students are expected to read these articles prior to the class meeting.  The in-class presentations should review the theoretical and research findings of the studies which address the specific topic.  There should also be an evaluation of the strengths and weakness of the research and a discussion of possible directions for future research. Use of power point and other audio-visual resources is encouraged.  Each in-class presentations should be approximately 10 to 12 minutes.  This will leave time for discussion.  Each individuals presentation will be grades on how well the relevant literature is covered (breadth and                        
	

	depth) and clarity (style, impact and involvement).  Each student will be evaluated individually.
	

	
	

	Class Paper:  Each student will be expected to write a 10 page paper ( Microsoft word, font size 12, double spaced, and Times New Roman is preferred font).  A paper and an electronic copy of the paper should be submitted.  The topic of the paper will be the same as the in-class presentation.  The paper should include discussion of the theory and the research.  The paper should explore the methodologies used, the major conclusions and future questions.  The paper should end with a proposal for future research.
	


