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Spring 2003

Syllabus

Course:

History and Systems of Psychology       PSYC465-003

Instructor:
Dr. Michael D. Anderson

Time/Place:
7:20 – 10:00 PM  
Monday

Robinson B124

Office Hours:
Mondays 6:15 to 7:15PM, 12:30-1:30PM, or by appointment



Adjunct Faculty Office, Room 131 Thompson Hall

Telephone:
(202) 965-4111 (voice)



(202) 965-6556
(fax)

Email:

manders1@gmu.edu
Texts:

Viney, W. and King, D. B. (2003. A History of Psychology: Ideas and 



Context  (3rd Edition), Allyn and Bacon: Boston (Required)



Benjamin, Jr., L.T. (1993). A History of Psychology in Letters, McGraw-Hill:Boston. 



(Required)

Week
Dates


Lecture Material



Chapter
  1
8/25
 
 
Historical Studies, Philosophical Issues

V1 & 2

  2
9/8


Ancient Psychological Thought


V3

  3
9/15


Roman Period and Middle Ages


V4


  4
9/22


Middle Ages, Renaissance


V5

  5
9/29


Empiricism




V 6, B 1& 3

  6
10/6


Rationalism




V7

  7
10/14*


Mechanization, Naturalistic Perspective

V8 & 9, B2

  8
10/20


Psychophysics and Founding of Psychology
V10, B4&5

  9
10/27


Structuralism




V11, B6&8

 10
11/3


Functionalism, Behaviorism


V12, B7,9&15

 11
11/10**        off







B10,11,12

 12
11/17


Behaviorism, Psychoanalysis


V13,14&16

 13
11/24


Gestalt, Humanistic



V15&17, B13,16

 14
12/1


Late 20th Century



V Epilogue, B14





Exam #1:  Monday, 9/22 (9:00 – 10:00 PM)

Exam #2:  Monday, 10/27  (9:00 – 10:00 PM)

Exam #3:  Monday, 12/1  (9:00 – 10:00 PM)

Final Exam: Monday, 12/15, 7:30-10:15PM

Each exam including the final will be worth 32% of the course grade or 32 points.  The lowest exam score will be dropped.  If a student is satisfied with his/her scores on Exams 1 thru 3, he/she may elect not to take the Final Exam.

An additional 4% of the course grade or 4 points will be awarded based on class participation, display of interest, communication, and reliability.
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Goals:
This is a survey course of the history and systems that comprise psychology. Although some consider that psychology was founded in 1879 when Wilhelm Wundt opened his laboratory, actually, psychology emerged from the very origins of philosophy in ancient times, grew within the disciplines of philosophy and physiology becoming a separate and distinct discipline in the late 19th century. We will study the myriad of figures contributing to the rise of psychology, their contributions, and the status of Western thought during their lifetimes.

Exams:
The three exams given during the course will be entirely objective: e.g. multiple-choice, matching, true/false, fill-in-the-blank, diagram identification, and short answer. Only the material covered from the previous exam will be tested. Each exam will begin promptly at 9:00PM on the scheduled date and finish at 10:00PM.  Blue books and/or scantrons are not required.  

Final Exam:
The final exam format will be 90% objective and 10% short essay.  The final will be cumulative.  

Instruction:
Due to recent budget cuts by the governor, enrollment in this class is twice what I would consider an appropriate size for a senior level course. Therefore, of necessity, it will be a lecture “style” course. However, class interaction, discussion, and questions are most welcome and encouraged.

Honor Code:
Students are reminded of the University honor code and are expected to adhere to the principles thereof.  Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated.

Special

      Needs:
Every effort possible will be made to accommodate students with a disability or other special need.  Please see me at your first opportunity.

Note from your instructor

I love interaction with my students.  I will do anything within my power to help you 

to not only succeed in this course, but to ENJOY it.  But I cannot help you if you 

don’t ASK.  Come and talk.  I WANT to get to know all of you.

This course builds upon itself necessitating class attendance and a complete set of 

notes.  Please complete the assigned reading before class.  Some of this material is 

complex.  If you don’t understand, ASK questions.

Attendance and punctuality will be appreciated.  

General Course Information

Course Grade Equivalencies


A+ 
= 
97.00 to 100.00

B+
=
87.00 to 89.99


A 
=
93.00 to 96.99

B
=
83.00 to 86.99


A-
=
90.00 to 92.99 

B-
=
80.00 to 82.99


C+
=
77.00 to 79.99

D
=  
60.00 to 69.99


C
=
73.00 to 76.99

F
=
0 to 59.99


C-
=
70.00 to 72.99


NB: Psychology majors must achieve a minimum grade of C- to receive credit for this


        course in terms of fulfilling major requirements.

Attendance


Attendance and punctuality are important. If you miss more than three lectures, you will not


be permitted to make up any exams or assignments.

If you must miss an exam, and you have a legitimate excuse, i.e. illness, family emergency, business, you must email me BEFORE the scheduled exam. If the reason for your absence is legitimate, you will be required to make up the exam as soon as possible.  Make-up exams may not be in the same format as those taken by the class at the scheduled time. 

If a student does not email me regarding an absence prior to the class, no make-up exam will be given. Also, if the reason for the absence is not deemed legitimate by me, no make-up exam will be given.

A student will not be allowed to make-up more than one exam. 

Final Exam


The final exam will be on Monday, December 15th from 7:30PM to 10:15PM. Only those 


students in the room at 7:30AM will be allowed to take the exam.

Special Needs


Every effort will be made to accommodate students with special needs. Please visit the


Disability Resource Center and then see me at your earliest convenience.

* Fall Break – Monday classes meet on Tuesday


** Neuroscience Conference – No class.








