SYLLABUS 

PSYC 614, Sec. 001 – W. 0720 – 1000 PM, Robinson, Rm. A210.  Eileen Feuerbach, Ph.D.  E-mail: ejfeuerbac@aol.com, Phone: 703-578-7475.  Office hours: W. 0600 – 0700 PM, Thompson, Rm. 131, 703-993-1349.  

Texts: 

Schaie, K. W. & Willis, S. L. (2002).  Adult development and aging (5th Ed.).  Upper Saddle River, NJ:  Prentice Hall.  

Zarit, S. H. & Zarit, J. M. (1998).  Mental disorders in older adults.  New York: The 

Guilford Press. 

Additional articles and assessment material available at first class.  

Course Goals:

To provide an understanding, based on research and clinical evidence, of the age-related changes in psychological functioning, including the biopsychosocial processes that contribute to these changes and to identify ways in which comprehension of the psychology of aging can contribute to the improved well-being of individuals in late life.  

8/27/03  –  Introduction, Overview of the Psychology of Aging and Normal Processes of

                  Aging.  Assignment of topics for class presentations.  Schaie, Ch. 1, Zaret, Ch.   

                  1 and 2. 

9/3/03   --  Methodology  in Aging Research and Quasi-Experimental Designs.  Schaie, 


      pp 12-15 and Ch. 5.  Zaret, pp 15-17.  Age-Related Changes in Intellectual 

 
      Functioning.  Schaie, Ch. 12.

9/10/03 --  Continuity or Change in Personality.  Schaie, Ch. 9. Zarit, pp 83-85.

                  Motivation.  Schaie, Ch. 10.

9/17/03  –  Attention, Cognition, Learning and Memory.  Schaie, Ch. 11.  

9/24/03  –  Biological Changes: The Aging Body.  Schaie, Ch. 13.  Sexual Behavior and 

                  Attitudes.  Schaie, Ch. 7.

10/1/03  – The Aging Brain. The Dementias and Other Cognitive Problems.  Zarit, Ch. 3,    

                  Schaie, Ch.14.

10/8/03  –  Assessment and Treatment of Dementias.  Zarit, Ch. 5 and 11.

10/15/03 – In class Midterm Exam.
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10/22/03 – Clinical and Psychological Assessment.  Zarit, Ch. 5 and 6 (including 

                  Appendices 6.1, 6.2 and 6.3.  Class Presentation. 

10/29/03 – Mental Health Issues and Psychopathology in Late Life.  Zarit. Ch. 4 and 10. 

                   Class Presentation. 

11/5/03  –  Issues in Treatment of Older Adults.  Zarit, Ch. 6 and 8.  Class Presentation.

11/12/03 – ContinueTreatment of Late Life Mental Disorders, Zarit, Ch. 9, 12 and 13

                  Class Presentation.  

11/19/03 -- Creativity and Wisdom.  Schaie, Ch. 4.  Class Presentation

11/26/03 – Successful Aging.  Supplementary Reading.  Class Presentation. 

12/3/03  –  Last day of classes.  End of Life, Death and Bereavement and Ethical Issues 

                  in Geriatric Psychology.  Schaie, Ch. 15,  Zarit, Ch. 14.  Class Presentation.  

                  Take Home Final Exam distributed.  

12/10/03 – Take Home Final Exam due W. 0700 – 1000 PM. 

PSYC 614 functions under the rules of the Honor Code as defined in George Mason University’s Academic Policies.  

Grading: 

The final grade will be based on averaging the grades from an in class mid-term exam, a take home final exam and a class presentation.  The presentation will account for 30% and each exam for 35% of the final grade.  The exam grades will be based on a well-organized demonstration of accurate knowledge, understanding and applicability of the exam topics.  

The presentation topic and date of delivery will be agreed upon by student and instructor during the first 2 weeks of classes.  It is to be approximately 45 minutes in length, including time for questions and discussion.  A written copy of the presentation is to be given to the instructor for approval prior to the presentation and a one or two page precis prepared for each student.  It will be graded on organization and scholarly treatment of the topic. 

