Psychology 703: Social Basis of Behavior

Dr. Gessner

Fall 2003 Monday  4:30-7:10

Office Hours M 3:30-4:15 and by appt.

Phone 703-993-4033

e-mail  tgessner@gmu.edu

Objectives: The goal of this course is to provide an in-depth review of research and theorizing about individual social behavior.  Topics include historical perspectives, attitudes and attitude change, attribution and person perception, the self, social cognition, emotions, interpersonal relations, group dynamics, and environmental psychology.

HISTORY (8/25)

Berkowitz, L., & Devine, P. G. (1995). Has social psychology always been cognitive?  What is "cognitive" anyhow? Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin, 21, 696-703.

Kruglanski, A. W. (2001). That “vision thing”: The state of theory at the edge of the new millennium. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 80, 871-875.

Labor Day  (9/1)  Class will not meet

ATTITUDES (9/8)

Ajzen, I. (2001). Nature and operation of attitudes. Annual Review of 

Psychology, 52, 27-58.

ATTITUDE CHANGE (9/15)

Cialdini, R. B. (2001). The science of persuasion. Scientific American, 284, 76-81.

Elliot, J., & Devine, P.G. (1994). On the motivational nature of cognitive dissonance: Dissonance as psychological discomfort. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 67, 382-394.

Petty, R. E., Wegener, D.T & Fabrigar, L.R. (1997). Attitudes and Attitude Change. Annual Review of Psychology, 48, 609-647.

IMPRESSION FORMATION AND MANAGEMENT (9/22)

Gangenstad, S. W., & Snyder, M. (2000). Self-monitoring: Appraisal and reappraisal. Psychological Bulletin, 126, 530-555.

Langlois, J. H., Kalakanis, L., Rubenstein, A., J,, Larson, A., Hallan, M., & Smoot, M. (2000). Maxims or myths of beauty?  A meta-analysis and theoretical review. Psychological Bulletin, 126, 390-423.

CAUSAL ATTRIBUTION (9/29)

Fiske, S. T., & Taylor, S. E. (1991). Attribution Theory. In S. T. Fiske & S. E. Taylor (Eds.), Social Cognition (pp. 22-41). New York: McGraw-Hill.

Fiske, S. T., & Taylor, S. E. (1991). Attribution theory: Theoretical refinements and empirical observations. In S. T. Fiske & S. E. Taylor (Eds.), Social Cognition (pp. 57-83). New York: Mc-Graw-Hill.

SOCIAL COGNITION (10/6)

Bargh, J. A., & Ferguson, M. J. (2000). Beyond behaviorism: On the automaticity of higher mental processes. Psychological Bulletin, 126, 925-945.

Hilton, D. J. (1995). The social context of reasoning: Conversational inference and rational judgment. Psychological Bulletin, 118, 248-271.

SELF CONCEPTION AND IDENTITY (10/14)  This class will be on Tuesday 

Fiske, S. T., & Taylor, S. E. (1991). Social cognition and the self. In S. T. Fiske & S. E. Taylor (Eds.), Social Cognition (pp. 180-242). New York: McGraw-Hill.

EMOTIONS (10/20) 

Cacioppo, J. T., & Gardner, W. L. (1999). Emotion. Annual Review of Psychology, 50, 191-214.

Shaver, P., Schwartz, J., Kirson, D., & O'Connor, C. (2001).  Emotional knowledge: Further exploration of a prototype approach. In W.G. Parrott (Ed.), Emotions in Social Psychology (pp. 26-56). Philadelphia: Psychology Press.

INTERPERSONAL ATTRACTION (10/27)

Baumeister, R. F., & Leary, M. R. (1995). The need to belong: The desire for interpersonal attachment as a fundamental human motive. Psychological Bulletin, 117, 497-529.

Brehm, S. S. (1992). Interpersonal attraction, Intimate Relationships (pp. 59-91). New York: McGraw-Hill.

ONGOING RELATIONSHIPS (11/3) 

Bradbury, T. N., & Fincham, F. D. (1990). Attributions in marriage: review and critique. Psychological Bulletin, 107, 3-33.

Greenberg, J. (2001). Setting the justice agenda:  Seven unanswered questions about "what, why, and how". Journal of Vocational Behavior, 58, 210-219.

Reis, H. T., Collins, W. A., & Berscheid, E. (2000). The

relationship context of human behavior and development. Psychological Bulletin, 126, 844-872.

Obedience and Conformity(11/10).

Blass, T. (1991).  Understanding behavior in the Milgram obedience experiment:  The role of personality, situation and their interaction. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 60, 398-413.

Decisions IN GROUPS (11/17).

Aldag, R.J., & Fuller, S.R. (1993).  Beyond fiasco: A reappraisal of the groupthink phenomena and a new model of group decision processes. Psychological Bulletin, 113, 533-552.  (not available in full text)

SOCIAL CONFLICT (IN-GROUPS AND OUT-GROUPS) (11/24)

     NOT YET DECIDED

ENVIRONMENTAL PSYCHOLOGY (12/1)

Sundstrom, E., Bell, P. A., Busby, P. L., & Asmus, C. (1996). Environmental Psychology. 1989-1994. Annual Review of Psychology, 47, 485-512

CRITIQUES:  The reading assignments are designed to give an overview of some aspects of the recent literature.  The reading load is rather light.  You are expected to read the articles prior to the class and give serious thought to the general topic, how it relates to this research area, and it relevance to your area of interest.  I expect everyone to have something to say in our discussion about each topic.  The quality of your contributions to the seminar will constitute the most direct indicator of your involvement and command of the major areas of social psychological thinking.


Each week, you will be expected to bring to class a typed two-page critique of the assigned readings.  The purpose of the critique is to have you organize and articulate you responses to the readings prior to class.  This should not be a summary of the articles but an evaluation of the arguments presented in the articles.  In addition, the critiques should include a section devoted to exploring potential links between the reading and your own academic interest.  I will collect these critiques at the end of each class session starting September 15th.  We will cover 12 different topics and you must prepare critiques for 10 of the 12 topics.

Article Presentation:  Each person will be expected to present a 15 minute presentation to the seminar.  This presentation is to look at the connections between the topic of the week and research or theory in your area of interest.  These presentations will provide the class with information about the topic beyond the assigned reading.  The presenter will have an opportunity to expand his/her knowledge about a relevant area of research and to present that information to an audience of peers.  The presentation will also be shaped into an approximately 10 page paper to be submitted at the end of the semester (Friday, December 5th before 3:38)  The paper should be submitted in both paper(not fax Paper) and electronic form.

Evaluation:  The best 9 of 11 critiques will account for 70% of the course grade and the presentation and the paper will account for the remaining 30% of the course grade.

