PSYC 592/892 001  Theories of Development  Fall 2003  Dr. Robert Pasnak DBKing

Rm 2049  703 993 1354; 703 250 6226  Hrs. T 4:20-5:20, W 6:15-7:15 & appt & drop-in

Texts:  Theories of Development, 4th Edition, W. Crain, Prentice Hall 0-13-955402-5

Sources, Notable Selections in Human Development, 2nd Edition, R. Diessner & J. Tiegs  McGraw-Hill Dushkin 0-07-240438-8

There are many theories of development.  Some address childhood, others the life span.  Most contain much truth.  A theory that could not explain 95% of the data would not last long.  The challenge is to determine where they begin to go wrong, and to assess how well you can apply them to life.  Always remember that theories describe general tendencies of a population and that exceptions are almost the rule.

     We will cover the most important theories but perforce must leave out others that have some value.  You may choose your favorite among those we do not cover for your paper and your classroom presentation.  These will each count 20% of your grade.  The rest of your grade consists of your scores on the midterm and final examinations, which also count 20 % each 


This class is small enough to be conducted as a seminar.  Please read the assignments ahead of time.  Effective class participation will constitute 20% of your grade.  I will give you regular feedback on how well you are doing.

.           I hope that with these five different opportunities you will be able to give a well-rounded picture of your mastery of theories of development.

Examinations.  Examinations in graduate courses are short essays.  You may have to answer a question on any topic covered in class, so don’t neglect any of the topics.  The essay questions are designed to discover whether you learned the facts that were presented in lectures, peer presentations, and the texts.  You must be present for examinations.  There are no make-ups.  If you can present written documentation of an illness that presented attendance at the midterm your grade on the final exam will count double.  The final examination will not be given early under any circumstances.  If you cannot be present on 12/10, drop the course now.

Attendance: The classroom may be entered or left at any time, except during examinations.  It will be difficult to earn a good participation grade on days you are absent or not present for much of the time. Exams must be turned in for grading before leaving the classroom.

Paper.  Your paper should be 5 – 10 pages and is due 11/5.  I do not use the staircase grading method, so keep in mind that a 10-pager consisting primarily of filler will not score as well as a shorter pithier paper.  The paper is to be based on the original writings of the theorist rather than secondary sources.  Please do not paraphrase or rearrange sentences from your sources.  That constitutes plagiarism, and is easily detected. You must turn in the topic for your paper by 9/24.  Only one person can make a presentation on a given theorist, so the sooner you tell me your choice the more likely it is that that theorist will not have been chosen by someone else.

Presentation.  You will have 30 minutes to give a convention-type summary of your paper with 10 minutes for questions.  Visual aids are welcome.

I hope that you enjoy the course and learn a lot from it.  Human development is a topic that is very relevant to each of us.  With your help, we can make this semester a very good experience.  Welcome, and good luck!

Date                                                Topic                                        Assignment

8/27                          Montessori’s Approach                          Crain, Ch. 4

9/3                             Piaget’s Theory of Intelligence             Crain, Ch. 6

9/10                           Piaget’s Theory of Intelligence             Sources 1.2, 4.1, 5.1, 6.3, 8.2

9/17                           Vygotsky’s Theory of Intelligence        Crain, Ch. 10, Sources 5.2

9/24                            Kohlberg & Moral Development         Crain, Ch. 7

                                    Turn in paper topic by today                                                              

10/1                            Elaborations of Kohlberg’s Theory       Sources 1.4, 1.5

10/8                            Erickson’s Stage Theory                        Crain 12, Sources 1.3

10/15                          Marcia’s Identity Statuses                      Sources 9.1 

10/22                           Midterm Examination

10/29                           Maslow’s Theory                                   Crain, Ch. 18, Sources 11.2 

11/5                             Peer Presentations  

                                     Turn in paper by today

11/12                           Peer Presentations

11/19                           Peer Presentations

11/26                           Thanksgiving Recess

12/3                             Discussion and Review

12/10                            Final Examination                              7:30 – 10:15         

