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SYLLABUS

Goal of Course:  to survey the basic theories, research and concepts of psychology from both a contemporary and historical perspective.

8/30

Itroduction

9/1

Psychology as a science; history of psychology (Ch.1)

9/3

Research methodology (Ch.2)

9/6

HOLIDAY

9/8-10
Genetic and biological foundations of psychology (Ch.3)

9/13-15
The brain (Ch.4)

9/17-20
Sensation, perception and attention (Ch.5)

9/22

REVIEW

9/24

EXAM I

9/27-29
Learning (Ch.6)

10/1-4
Memory (Ch. 7)

10/6-8
Cognition (Ch.8)

10/11

Motivation (Ch.9)
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HOLIDAY

10/15

Motivation continued

10/18-20
Emotion, stress and coping (Ch.10)

10/22-25
Cognition and language (Ch.11)

10/27

REVIEW

10/29

EXAM II

11/1-3
Social psychology (Ch.12)

11/5

Self and social cognition (Ch.13)

11/8-10
Interpersonal processes (Ch.14)

11/12-17
Personality (Ch.15)

11/19-22
Psychological disorders (Ch.16)

11/24-26
HOLIDAY

11/29

Psychological disorders continued

12/1-3
Therapy (Ch.17)

12/6

Applied psychology

12/8

Ethical and forensic issues in psychology

12/10

REVIEW

12/13

FINAL EXAM – 7:30am-10:15am
------------------------------------------------------------------------
Textbook:  Psychological Science by Gazzaniga and Heatherton.

Exams:  There will be three (3) exams, all objective, based on both the text and the lectures, each counting one third (l/3) of your grade.  Grades will be assigned on the following basis:  98-100=A+; 93-97=A; 90-92=A-; 88-89=B+; 83-87=B; 80-82=B-; 78-79=C+; 73-77=C; 70-72=C-; 60-69=D; 59 and lower =F.  You will need a scantron for the exam.  If you are unable to take an exam on the scheduled date, see me about a makeup exam.

Research:  Each student will be required to complete five (5) hours of research participation by signing up on the website posted in David King.  If you sign up for a study and do not go, you will be penalized one point for each hour missed.  If you complete more than five (5) hours, up to a maximum of seven (7), you will receive extra credit – one point on your final grade average for each hour. 

Office hours:  Monday 10:30am-11:30am in Adjunct Office (Thompson Hall 131).
Honor policy:   Each student should become familiar with the Honor Policy here at GMU.  
It will be followed in this course.
