Psychology 313-001

Child Psychology

Fall 2004


MWF 10:30-11:20


Instructor: Vanessa Olson

Office: 1029 David King Hall (enter through 1021)

Phone: 703-993-4050

E-mail: volson1@gmu.edu
Office Hours: Monday 11:30-12:30 

Text:

Berk, L. (2003). Child Development (6th edition). Boston: Allyn and Bacon.

 Course Goals:


This course will introduce many aspects of child development including cognitive, social, and emotional development.  The course will also examine various aspects that influence this development. To be successful in this course you must not only be able to answer factual questions about development, but also be able to use this knowledge to draw conclusions from new data and apply the psychological principles to new situations.  This course will also be used to enhance the students communication skills. 

WebCT


This course will be taking advantage of WebCT. This program will allow me to post course material, allow you to check your grades, check class e-mail, and participate in online class discussions.  Class discussions will be an important part of the class.  To log onto WebCT visit webct38.gmu.edu .  Your login name is the same as your GMU username (ex. volson1). Your initial password is your birth date (instructions are provided on the site). If you have any problems let me know right away. 
Grades
Exams: There will only be three exams this semester. There will be NO final exam.  Each exam will possibly consist of multiple choice, true/false, definitions, short answer, and essay questions.  Multiple choice and true/false questions must be on scantrons, which are available at the bookstore.  Essay questions will be handed out the class before the exam to be turned in at the beginning of the examination period.  Each exam will worth 100 points each.  Make up exams may be arranged only for substantial reasons and if all possible arranged before the exam period. 

Participation: Participation will be a large portion of your grade.  It will be an easy way to either help or hurt your grade, so it is important to keep up.  Participation falls into three categories. 


In-class activities: This course will present material that is not covered in the text.  Therefore, attendance is important.  To encourage attendance there will be at least 11 in-class activities. Each activity is worth 5 points each with the top 10 being used towards your grade. You must attend class in order to receive credit. There will be no make-ups of in-class activities.  I understand that there are legitimate reasons that you must miss class.  This is why there is a minimum of an extra activity built into the schedule. 

Discussions: You will be required to post discussion points to the WebCT discussion board throughout the semester.  You must post at least 10 comments.  These comments may consist of questions about covered material, comments, discussions that spill over from class.  I will monitor the content of the post to make sure that it is class related, but for the most part anything goes. I will check the discussion board on a regular basis and for each posting that you make, you will receive 5 points. This will total up to 50 discussion points.  Feel free to discuss as much as you want.  

Guest Lectures: During the week after Thanksgiving three guest lectures are scheduled on topics that expand on the basic information we will learn during the semester.  While this information will not be directly tested, it is still important, interesting information that will be presented.  During each lecture, worksheets will be handed out with questions that will be answered during the guest lecture.  You will be asked to answer these questions based on the lecture given.  You will be required to turn in two of these worksheets worth 25 points each.  You may turn in a third worksheets for an additional 5 points.   These worksheets will be collected at the end of the lecture.  
Communication Skills


Paper: One of the most important skills you will pick up in college is the ability to write.  To encourage the development of this skill and instead of a final exam this class will have the requirement of a 5-10 page paper on a topic related to some aspect of child development.  You will be required to follow APA writing style (handouts will follow later).  Your topic must be approved by me by no later than OCTOBER 15.  Appropriate topics include: How to decorate a baby’s room; What is the affect of child care on children; Do children make good eyewitnesses?; Should boys not start kindergarten until they are 6?  You are not limited to topics such as these, but you must have topic approval. Your paper is worth a total of 100 points. 

Presentation: Not only are written communication skills important, but so are oral communication skills.  You will be required to make a 5-8 minute presentation on your paper topic. More information on this presentation will be handed out as the semester progresses.  This will be done the last week of class.  This will be worth a total of 50 points. 
Grading Scale:

Exam: 

300

Paper:

100

Presentation:
50

Participation
150

Total

600


A = 555- 600
A- = 537- 554
B+ = 519 – 536

B = 495 – 518

B- = 477-494

C+ = 459- 476

C = 435- 458 

C- = 417 – 434

D= 357- 416

F = less than 357

Schedule
This schedule is subject to change based on the needs of the class.
	Date
	Topic
	Chapter

	Aug 30

Sept 1

Sept 3

Sept 6

Sept 8

Sept 10

Sept 13

Sept 15

Sept 17

Sept 20

Sept 22

Sept 24

Sept 27

Sept 29

Oct  1

Oct 4

Oct 6

Oct 8

Oct 11
Oct 12

Oct 13

Oct 15

Oct 18

Oct 20

Oct 22

Oct 25

Oct 27

Oct 29

Nov 1

Nov 3

Nov 5

Nov 8

Nov 10

Nov 12

Nov 15

Nov 17

Nov 19

Nov 22

Nov 24 & 26
Nov 29

Dec 1

Dec 3

Dec 6

Dec 8

Dec 10
	Introduction, Go over syllabus
History, Theory, and Applied Direction
History (cont.)

Labor Day, NO CLASS

Research Strategies

Biological Foundations

Biological 

Infancy

Infancy 

Infancy and Physical Growth

Physical Growth

EXAM 1 (Chapters 1-5)
Cognitive Development- Piaget
Cognitive - Piaget
Cognitive – Piaget 

Information Processing
Information Processing

Information Processing
No CLASS – MONDAY CLASS ON TUESDAY 
Intelligence

Intelligence
Intelligence

Language Development
Language Development and Review
EXAM 2 (Chapters 6-9)
Emotional Development
Emotional Development

Emotional Development

Self and Social Understanding
Self and Social Understanding

Self and Social Understanding

Moral Development

Moral Development

Gender Roles

Gender Roles

The Family
Peers, Media Schooling and Review

EXAM 3 (Chapters 9-15)
THANKSGIVING NO CLASS
Guest Lecture
Guest Lecture

Guest Lecture

Presentations

Presentations

Presentations
	Chapter 1
Chapter 2

Chapter 3

Chapter 4

Chapter 5

Chapter 6

Chapter 7

Chapter 8

Chapter 9

Chapter 10

Chapter 11

Chapter 12
Chapter 13

Chapter 14

Chapter 15

Final Paper Due


Honor Code: You are expected to follow all aspects of the University Honor Code. Exams and the paper in this course must be your own work.  In-class activities, however, may be done in groups.  I do encourage study groups and you may tape record lectures. 
