PSYC 211


PSYC 211-004, Developmental Psychology

Fall 2005 
Wed. 7:20-10:00 p.m.  Lecture Hall 2
Course Instructor:
Dhvani Patel






Contact Info:

(703)-993-4050 (office)       




(571)-723-6319 (cell)
E-mail:


dpatel7@gmu.edu



Office Hours:

Wednesday 4:30-6:30 p.m. or by appointment
Office:


1029 DKH, (Enter through Room 1021)
Required Text:
Berger, K. S. (2005) The Developing Person Through the Life Span, (6th ed.). New York: Worth Publishers. 


Hardcover ISBN: 0-7167-5706-0 or paperback ISBN: 0-7167-9159-5.
Course Objective:
This course will cover psychological development and change from the prenatal period through adulthood in terms of biosocial, cognitive, and psychosocial development.  The course will also identify the major theories of developmental psychology.  By the end of the semester, students should gain basic knowledge of how psychological theory contributes to our understanding of the many aspects of human development.

Course Information: 

1. This class will be a combination of lecture and class discussion.  In order to prepare, you should read the assigned reading prior to attending class.  Although attendance is not mandatory, I strongly encourage that you attend, as I will discuss material that may not be covered in your textbook.  

2. There will be 4 non-cumulative exams (including the final) throughout the semester, consisting primarily of multiple choice questions. There will be NO make-up exams. Students’ overall grade will be the average of the best 3 out of 4 exams; that is, each student’s lowest exam grade will be dropped.  If a student has taken the first 3 scheduled exams during the semester, and is satisfied with his/her grade, the student has the option of not taking the final exam.  Answers to MC items must be on scantrons, which you must purchase at the bookstore. 

3. Students are expected to comply with the George Mason University Honor Code.  Students should refer to the University Catalog for a complete explanation of Honor Code regulations. Please note that cheating involves two persons; the initial “cheater” and the person who allows the “cheater” to copy his/her work.  Both parties will be held responsible. Honor Code violations will not be tolerated in this class. To avoid being in this situation, please do not breach any part of the Honor Code agreement.  Thanks!  

4. An extra credit assignment will be available worth 5 extra points on an exam.  Details will be provided at a later date.
5. A tentative course schedule has been provided below; keep in mind that this is a tentative schedule, meaning that the instructor is at liberty to make changes as long as students are given fair notice.
6. Students with disabilities, who require academic accommodations, please see the instructor and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through the DRC office.
7. Grading Scale:

90-100

= A

80-89 
= B

70-79 
= C

60-69 

= D

Below 60 
= F

	Date
	Assignment
	Description

	8/31
	------
	Syllabus and Administrative Overview, Begin Ch. 1

	9/7
	Ch. 1, 2
	Introduction, Theories of Development

	9/14
	Ch. 3, 4
	Heredity & Environment, and Prenatal Development & Birth

	9/21
	------
	EXAM I (Ch. 1-4)

	9/28
	Ch. 5, 6
	The First Two Years- Biosocial and Cognitive

	10/5
	Ch. 7, 8
	The First Two Years- Psychosocial, 

The Play Years- Biosocial

	10/12
	Ch. 9, 10
	Play Years- Cognitive and Psychosocial

	10/19
	------
	EXAM II (Ch. 5-10)

	10/26
	Ch. 11, 12
	School Years- Biosocial, and Cognitive

	11/2
	Ch. 13, 14
	School Years- Psychosocial

Adolescence- Biosocial 

	11/9
	Ch. 15, 16
	Adolescence- Cognitive and Psychosocial

	11/16
	------
	EXAM III (Ch. 11-16)

	11/23-11/25
	------
	No Classes- Thanksgiving Break

	11/30
	Ch. 17, 18
	Early Adulthood- Biosocial and Cognitive 

	12/7
	Ch. 19
	Early Adulthood- Psychosocial

	12/14
	------
	7:30 p.m.-10:15 p.m. (  EXAM IV (Ch. 17-19)


