COURSE SYLLABUS

Social Psychology 231--003 
Instructor: Lesley Ducenne 






Office: David King 1030

Class Time: Tuesday and Thursday 1:30 – 2:45 pm



Email:lducenne@gmu.edu
Home Phone: (703) 359-6959






Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 12:30 -1:30 pm
Text:
Baron, R. A., Byrne, D., & Branscombe, N.R. (2006). Social Psychology, 11th ed.  Pearson: Boston.

Course Goals:

1. Familiarity with social psychology, the study of human behavior within a social     framework.

2. Understand the effects of social situations on the individual, the effects of the individual on others, and the exploration of group phenomena. 
3. Exploration of beliefs about the self, others, the world, and social cognition and perception. 

4. Encourage discussions and critical thinking with regard to the material covered.

Course 
 

Requirements

3 exams (30% each)
 90%





Group Presentation





 10%


Total
100%


Extra Credit
    5%



Total Credit Possible





105%

Final Grades will be determined according to the standard university scale:  A (94-100); A-(90-93); B+(87-89); B(84-86); B-(80-83); C+(77-79); C(70-76); D(60-69); F(59 an below).  Please note that the distribution will not be more stringent than this scale, but may become less stringent once all grades have been given for each assignment.

Exams:  There will be three tests during the course.  The tests will consist of multiple choice items, short answer questions, and essays.  Two of these tests will occur during the regularly scheduled course and one during the regularly scheduled final exam period.  The tests will not be cumulative.  If you must miss an exam period, please notify the instructor as soon as possible.  No make-up exams will be given unless the instructor has approved them before the exam date.
Group Presentation: Students teamed in groups of 4-5 will be assigned a chapter, and will be responsible for summarizing, discussing, and explaining in their own words the main concepts presented in their assigned chapters.  This assignment is intended to increase student’s participation, promote team work, and ensure students’ active role in their own learning experience.  Presentations should be about 20 minutes long.  The students not presenting that day will be responsible for completing an evaluation sheet which will be taken into account by the instructor when grading group presentations.
Extra Credit:  Extra credit opportunities will be given throughout the semester via assignments which will be announced in class.
Special Needs: If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please inform me at the beginning of the semester and contact the Disability Resource Center (DRC) at 703-993-2474.  All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office. 
Honor Code:  All assignments are expected to be completely original work by the student.  Students may use books, notes and other sources in preparing written work.  However, quotes should be used sparingly in your papers and always appropriately referenced.  Under no circumstances should papers be collaborations between students.  This is considered plagiarism and it will not be tolerated.  Collaborations between students during exams will result in a grade of zero for the assignment or exam and the university authorities will be notified. 

Note: 
Last day to add - Sept. 13th 
Last day to drop - Sept. 30th 

Presentation Evaluation Grading Sheet:  
Presentations will be graded according to criteria listed below.

	Summary of chapter

	Comments

	Clarity of presentation
	

	Were the main concepts covered?
	

	Were other examples presented?
	

	Discussion (was the audience engaged?)
	

	Use of visual aids


	

	Creativity


	

	Team work 


	


COURSE TENTATIVE OUTLINE 
	Date
	Topic
	Reading

	Aug 30 
	Introduction to Social Psychology
	Ch 1

	Sep 1 & Sep 6
	Social Cognition
	Ch 2

	Sep 8 & Sep 13
	Social Perception
	Ch 3

	Sep 15 & Sep 20
	Attitudes
	Ch 4

	Sep 22
	Group presentations
	Review Ch 1-4

	Sep 27
	Exam 1
	Ch 1-4

	Sep 29 & Oct 4
	The Self
	Ch 5

	Oct 6 & Oct 13
	Prejudice
	Ch 6

	Oct 18
	* ODPS- guest lecture*
	

	Oct 20 & Oct 25
	Interpersonal attraction
	Ch 7

	Oct 27 
	Close relationships
	Ch 8 

	Nov 1
	Group presentations
	Review Ch 5-8

	Nov 3
	Exam 2
	Ch 5-8

	Nov 8 & 10
	Social Influence
	Ch 9

	Nov 15 & 17
	Prosocial Behavior
	Ch 10 

	Nov 22 & 29
	Aggression
	Ch11

	Dec 1 & 6
	Groups and individuals
	Ch 12 

	Dec 8
	Group Presentations
	Review Chap 9-12

	Dec 15
	Exam 3
	1:30-4:15 p.m.
Ch 9-12


