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Child Psychology (Psyc 313) 
Syllabus—Fall 2005 (002) 
Class Days:  T & R 9:00-10:15 am
Class Location:  Robinson Hall B208

Instructor: Selma Caal  

E-mail:  scaal@gmu.edu
Office Hours:  Thursdays 10:30-11:30 am or by Appointment 

Office Location:  David King Hall 1024 

Phone:  (703) 993-1378



Course Description

This course will survey the major topics in the field of child psychology from the perspective of scientific theory and research.  The course will focus on the process of development from conception through adolescence in domains such as physical, cognitive, emotional and social development.  Additionally, the class will examine factors that influence child development such as culture, family, school, physical environment, and peers.  Finally, the aim of this course is to help you to think about information from theory, research and their implications to appreciate and understand child psychology.  

Required Text

Bukatko, D. & Daehler, M. W. (2004).  Child development:  A thematic approach.  (5th Ed).  Boston, MA:
Houghton Mifflin.

Additional Required Readings

The set of required readings is on reserve in the Johnson Center Library.  Some of them are on Electronic Reserve.  

Course Requirements

Exams:  There will be a total of three (3), in-class exams, one of which will be taken on the final exam time/day.  You must take all exams as they all count toward your final grade.  The exams are noncumulative and will consist of multiple choice, matching, and short answers.  The exam will be based on the book, required readings and class lectures.  If a student is absent on exam day, he/she must contact the instructor within 24 hours to make arrangements to make-up the exam.  Failure to do so forfeits your option of making-up the exam.  The make-up exam must be taken within 3 days of the original Exam date.  There are exceptions to this policy in situations when the student has valid reasons for missing the exam.  Each exam is worth 75 points and counts as 15% of your grade (45% total).  

Assignments:  Grades will also be determined based on the following assignments.  

· Assignment #1:  Journal Article Review—Due October 18th:  This is a review of a peer reviewed scholarly journal article.  You can search for articles in databases such as PsycINFO, MEDLINE, etc.  Choose a journal article that covers a topic of your choice but it should not be from the required reading articles nor from the references that you will use for your research paper (see below).  In your own words, briefly review the research findings reported in the article.  Think about the research results and discuss the implications of these findings.  Are there any flaws/limitations in the research design? If so, what are the flaws/limitations?  How can this study be improved?  What did you learn from reading this article?  This paper should be no more than 3-4 pages double-spaced, word-processed.  Follow the American Psychological Association (APA) guidelines when writing this paper.  This assignment counts as 15% of your grade.  
· Research Paper Assignment
· Choose a topic—Due October 10th.  Your paper topic needs to be approved by this date. Choosing a topic early in the semester will help you get a head start in your library research.    
· Research paper—Due November 17th.  This paper will be graded on the basis of how well you do the following: (1) survey and synthesize the literature, (2) process and critique information to discuss its implications for practice.  Your own critique and views on the topic are always good to include.  You must have a minimum of 5 references.  You can include scholarly journal articles, book chapters, and books, but do not include websites as references.  The paper should be written in a word processor in 12-point font, double spaced and 1inch margins.  This paper should be between 6 and 7 pages excluding cover and reference pages. The paper should follow the APA guidelines.  This assignment counts as 20% of your grade.
· Presentation of Your Paper

· A short (5 minute) presentation of your paper is required.  Presentations will be held on 12/6 and 12/8.  Be sure to signup for one of those days.  The ideal presentation will include an introduction to the topic, a synthesis of your library research and implications for practice.  This presentation counts as 10% of your grade.
Class Participation:  Class participation counts as 10% of your grade.  Your class participation grade will be determined on the basis of your active participation in class/group discussions.  To earn maximum credit in class participation, it is encouraged for students to attend lectures ready to discuss material covered in class.  

Evaluation Criteria and Grading Scale

	Evaluation Criteria
	Point Value
	Percentage

	Exam I
	100
	15%

	Exam II
	100
	15%

	Exam III
	100
	15%

	Article Review
	100
	15%

	Research Paper
	130
	20%

	Presentation
	65
	10%

	Participation
	65
	10%

	Total
	650
	100%

	Grading Scale

	93%-100%     A
	73%-76%    C

	90%-92%       A-
	70%-72%    C-

	87%-89%       B+
	67%-69%       D+

	83%-86%       B
	63%-66%     D

	80%-82%       B-
	60%-62%     D-

	77%-79%       C+
	0%-59%       F


Late Assignment Policy:  Late assignments will not be accepted unless there is a valid excuse.  Being sick does not count unless you have a note from your doctor.  If you know you will be absent on a day an assignment is due, e-mail me the assignment prior to the start of the class on the due date.  The purpose of this policy is not to be punitive, but to ensure that no student receives an unfair advantage over other students.  

Honor Policy: Students in this course are expected to comply with the GMU Honor Code.  Students should refer to the information listed on the University Home Page (http://www.gmu.edu/departments/unilife/honorcode.html) for definitions of behaviors such as lying, stealing, cheating and plagiarism that are considered honor code violations.  

Accommodation for Students with Disabilities:  It is University policy to make reasonable accommodations for students with special needs because of a physical or learning disability.  Students who anticipate a need for such accommodation should initiate a request for accommodation to me at the beginning of the semester.  I will make every reasonable effort to accommodate these needs.  Students with special needs are encouraged to contact the Disability Resource Center (222 Student Union I; http://www.gmu.edu/student/drc/index.html) for more information about services available through GMU.

Technology:  Students will be expected to have activated their GMU email account by the first week of class, and should check this account frequently or have your mail forwarded to an account that you use regularly.  Most of my correspondence with you outside of class will be via e-mail.

Tentative Course Schedule

*The schedule is subject to change.  
	Date
	Topic/Chapter

	Week 1

8/30—9/1
	Chapter 1 Themes and Theories in Developmental Psychology (skip pp. 10-16)
Chapter 2 Research Methods in Developmental Psychology 

	Week 2

9/6—9/8
	Chapter 3 Genetics and Heredity  

	Week 3
9/13—9/15
	Chapter 4 The Prenatal Period and Birth; Readings # 1 and 2

	Week 4

9/20—9/22
	Chapter 5 Brain, Motor Skill, and Physical Development; Readings # 3 and 4

	Week 5

9/27—9/29
	Exam I  (Chapters 1-5)  
Chapter 6 Basic Learning and Perception

	Week 6

10/4—10/6
	Chapter 6 Cont.  Basic Learning and Perception; Reading # 5
Chapter 7 Language
 Research Paper topic Due on 10/6

	Week 7

10/11—10/13
	No Class 10/11

Chapter 7 Cont.  Language
Chapter 8 Cognition:  Piaget and Vygotsky

	Week 8

10/18—10/20
	Journal Article Due on 10/18

Chapter 8 Cont.  Cognition:  Piaget and Vygotsky
Chapter 9 Cognition:  Information Processing Theories

	Week 9

10/25—10/27
	Chapter 9 Cont.  Cognition:  Information Processing Theories 

Chapter 10 Intelligence 

	Week 10

11/1—11/3
	Exam II (Chapters 6-10)

Chapter 11 Emotion; Reading # 6

	Week 11

11/8—11/10
	Chapter 11 Cont.  Emotion; Reading # 7
Chapter 12 Self and Values 

	Week 12

11/15—11/17
	Research Paper Due on 11/17

Chapter 14  The Family; Reading # 8

	Week 13

11/22—11/24
	Chapter 15 Peers 

No Class—Thanksgiving Recess

	Week 14

11/29—12/1
	Chapter 15 Cont.  Peers; Readings # 9 and 10
Chapter 16 School, Television, Computers and Neighborhoods

	Week 15

12/6—12/8
	Student Presentations  (Signup for a day to present)

	Week 16
12/13

	7:30-10:15am 

Exam III (Chapters 11-16)


Last day to add – Sept. 13th
Last day to drop – Sept. 30th

Required Readings 
	Reading # 1
	Nash, J. M. (2005). Inside the womb. Child Growth and Development (05/06 ed.), 6-10.  McGraw Hill

	Reading # 2
	Wisner, K. L., Galenberg, A. J., Leonard, H., Zarin, D., & Frank, E.  (1999). Pharmacologic treatment of     depression during pregnancy.  The Journal of the American Medical Association, 282 (13), 1264-1269.

	Reading # 3
	Lipsitt, L. P.  (2005).  Crib death:  A biobehavioral phenomenon?  Child Growth and Development (05/06 ed.), 21-26.  McGraw Hill

	Reading # 4
	Bulik, C. M.  (2002). Eating disorders in adolescents and young adults.  Child & Adolescent Psychiatric Clinics of North America, 11(2), 201-218.

	Reading # 5
	Keen, R.  (2005). Representation of objects and events: Why do infants look so smart and toddlers look so dumb? Child Growth and Development (05/06 ed.), 34-37.  McGraw Hill

	Reading # 6
	Cobb, C. D. & Mayer, J. D. (2005). Emotional intelligence: What the research says, Child Growth and Development (05/06 ed.), 53-57.  McGraw Hill 

	Reading # 7
	Ainsworth, M. S. (1989). Attachment beyond infancy. American Psychologist, 4, 709-716.

	Reading # 8
	Masten, A. S., & Coatsworth, J. D.  (1998). The development of competence in favorable and unfavorable environments:  Lessons from research and successful children.  American Psychologist, 53, 205-220.

	Reading # 9
	Berndt, T. (2002). Friendship Quality and Social Development. Child Growth and Development (05/06 ed.), 59-61.  McGraw Hill

	Reading # 10
	Olweus, D. (2003). A profile of bullying at school. Child Growth and Development (05/06 ed.), 80-85.  McGraw Hill








