
Psychology 300 Lab ‑ Spring 2001

Session 209: F 8:30 a.m. ‑10:20 a.m. Thompson 222

Session 210: F 10:30 a.m. ‑12:20 p.m. Thompson 222

Teaching Assistant:

Vanessa Olson

Office Hours: Tuesday 12:00‑1:00 (or by appointment)


David King Hall 2060

Phone: 993‑4050 (This is the phone number for Dr. Lehman's cognitive lab.)

E‑mail: volson1@mason.gmu.edu

Mailbox: David King Hall, Room 2001

Purpose:

The purpose of the statistics lab is to assist students with material presented in lectures. The lab will provides students a place to ask questions, review the statistical concepts presented in lecture, practice calculating the basic statistics, and obtain exposure to SPSS.

Grades:
 Your lab grade will consist of homework only.

An honest effort will give you 4 points for that week. Homework with missing questions or late homework will give you 2 points for that week. No homework or missing lab will give you 0 points for the week.

The grading scale is as follows: Missing (for the entire semester)

 0‑2 points A 

4‑6 points B 

8 points c 

10‑12 points D 

more than 12 points is an F

This scale seems harsh, but it is easy to keep from losing points. Attend each week's lab and do your homework. In order to get credit for attempting a problem I must see the information that the problem gives, any formulas required and an attempt to plug numbers into the formula. It does not matter if you get the problem wrong, just that you attempted it. We will work the homework problems in lab.

Remember lab is 25% of your total class grade.

SPSS The department is now encouraging the introduction of SIISS at the undergraduate level. SPSS is a statistical computer package. It can be used to calculate every statistical problem you will do in this class. You will learn to do it by hand first and then learn to do it on the computer. It is user friendly package and I will walk you through the steps

for computing basic problems. This is valuable information. If you will continue in psychology you will need to know a statistical package.

Extra Problems

Each week I will provide extra problems for additional practice. These are optional problems, but I will give you feedback on your work. These problems can be worked in the lab or at home and tamed in the following week. I encourage everyone taking advantage of this, When it comes to statistics, practice helps.

What to expect from lab

Each week we’ll follow a similar plan. I will start by checking the assigned lab problems. Homework will be considered late if it comes in after I have finished checking everyone's homework. We will then go over the homework questions and answer any questions from the lectures. We will then work on a SPSS exercise. Following the SPSS exercise, I will hand out additional problems for anyone who wants them.

*Bring your calculator and your books with you to every lab session *****Remember that I am hereto help. If, you are having trouble with a concept, please do not hesitate to ask for help. If you are lost today, you will be even more lost tomorrow. I will do my best to make this the best possible experience and that you understand the concepts and procedures covered by this course. GOOD LUCK! *****

