SYLLABUS

PSYCHOLOGY 317

MEMORY AND COGNITION

SPRING 2001

Instructor: Alicia Farrell (afarrell@osf1.gmu.edu)

Office Hours: Tuesday 12:30‑1:30 or by appt.

Office Location: Adjunct Faculty Office ‑‑ David King

Home Phone: 758‑8592 (Do not call after 9:00 p.m.)

REQUIRED TEXTS FOR THIS CLASS:

Ashcraft, M. H. (1998). Fundamentals of Cognition. New York: Longman

Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association 4th Edition) (At the very least you will need access to this publication. I suggest you purchase a copy so that you not only have it handy for easy reference but also for future use.)

Additional Readings: As a supplement to the required text, additional readings may be required. These readings will be provided to the student by the instructor.

COURSE OBJECTIVES AND REQUIREMENTS: The overall objective of this course is for you to establish a command of the experimentation of human memory and cognition. Your personal objective is to digest these issues as a scholar and as a scientist. Upon completion of this class you will know a great deal about not only the scientific investigation of how we perceive, learn, remember, think, and understand‑‑ but you will be experts in the workings of your own mind.

ATTENDANCE: Class attendance is not mandatory. However, attendance is essential if you are to sustain adequate performance or excel in this class.

LECTURES: Lecture material will be taken from the assigned textbook and secondary sources. You will be held responsible for all material discussed in class, and the material contained in the text and secondary sources, unless otherwise noted by the instructor. In an attempt to reinforce material and encourage independent thought, occasional class discussions and group exercises may be incorporated into class time.

EXAMS: There will be 2 exams, AND a mandatory cumulative final. Exams can consist of multiple choice, fill in the blank, matching, short answer, and essay questions.

GRANT PROPOSAL You will be required to produce an APA‑Style grant proposal of approximately 12 pages in length. The purpose of this grant proposal is to further reinforce your knowledge of research design as well as peak your interests in the area of memory and cognition. You will work in teams of two. I will assign each team a topic. Your goal is to design an experiment exploring your topic and incorporate your ideas in a proposal directed at a division of the National Institutes of Health. The purpose of the proposal is to secure funds, which will enable you to implement your experiment. I will provide you with specific guidelines no later than the second week of class. The proposal is worth 30% of your grade. Proposals are due no later than Thursday, April 19th.

Your final grade will be calculated according to the following scale:

Exam 1: 22.5%

Exam 2: 22.5%

Cumulative Final Exam: 25%

Grant Proposal: 30%

THERE WILL BE NO MAKEUP EXAMS SO PLAN ACCORDINGLY.

EXTRA CREDIT: There will be 5 take‑home quizzes. Each quiz will be passed out on a Friday and are due the following Wednesday. The purpose of these quizzes is to encourage you to think about the material discussed in class and to serve as an aid in preparation for the exams. Each quiz is worth 1 point giving you the opportunity to earn a total of 5 possible extra credit points. Note that these quizzes are OPTIONAL ‑​you can choose not to do them without penalty. Also note that there will be NO make‑up quizzes. If you do not attend class on Friday you forfeit those extra credit points. Moreover, late‑quizzes will not be accepted. Extra credit points will be added directly onto your final grade in the class. For example, if your class grade is an 85% and you earned all 5 extra credit points, your final grade in the class (not including the lab) would be 90% 66A19.

HONOR CODE: ALL PROVISIONS OF THE GMU HONOR CODE APPLY TO THIS CLASS. THEREFORE, PERFORMANCE ON THE EXAMS, QUIZZES AND GRANT PROPOSALS ARE EXPECTED TO BE STUDENT'S OWN WORK. YOU MAY USE ANY MEANS YOU LIKE TO LEARN THE MATERIAL (I.E., STUDY GROUPS). NO OLD EXAMS ARE AVAILABLE.

**NOTE: Class will begin at 1:30 p.m. Arriving late is disruptive to everyone and not in your best interest. Please do your best to be on time.

COURSE OUTLINE

(Any changes to this schedule will be announced in class)

DATE
TOPIC
READINGS/ASSIGNMENTS

1/16‑1/18
Introduction to Cognitive
Ashcraft: Ch. I


Psychology/Memory Training

1/23‑1/25
Perception of Sensory Signals/
Ashcraft: Ch. 2


Pattern Recognition

1/30
Pattern Recognition
Ashcraft: Ch. 2


(Continued)

2/1‑2/8
Attention
Ashcraft: Ch. 3

2/13
EXAM #1

2/15‑2/20
Short‑Term Working Memory
Ashcraft Ch. 4

2/22‑2/27
Episodic Long‑Term Memory
Ashcraft: 5

3/1‑3/15
Semantic Long‑Term Memory
Ashcraft Ch.5

NOTE: SPRING BREAK ‑‑ MARCH 5‑11

3/20‑3/22
Memory in Natural
Ashcraft: Ch. 7


Setting

3/27
EXAM #2

3/29‑4/5
Language/Comprehension
Ashcraft: Ch. 8

4/10‑4/17
Neurocognition
Ashcraft: Ch. 10

4/19‑4/24
Reasoning and Decision
Ashcraft: Ch. 11


Making

NOTE: GRANT PROPOSAL DUE: THURSDAY, APRIL 19TH

4/26‑5/1
Problem Solving
Ashcraft: Ch. 12

