PSYC 317 Cognitive Psychology

George Mason University

Spring Semester 2001

Instructor:
Frank Conahan Ph.D. 

Office Hours: Wednesdays 5:30 PM


Ariosto7@AOL.com
     or by Appointment


301 699 0679
David King 2052

Course Objective:
In this course we will review history and current theory and practice in the field of Cognitive Psychology; the successful student will gain be able to recognize and apply basic concepts from this field.

Textbook:
Reed, S. K. (2000) Cognition; Theory and Applications (5th Edition) Belmont, California: Wadsworth.

Examinations

& Grading:
Grade will be based on mid‑term and final examinations and an
 article presentation project. Mid‑term and final examinations will each count for 40% of the final grade. The article project will count for 20% of the final grade. There is no extra credit offered.


Mid‑term and final examinations will be multiple choice and or short answer and short essay in format. Examinations will require the student to be familiar with material in the text and that covered in class lecture.


The article project will be discussed in class. It will entail the presentation and critique of an article in a professional journal.

Honor Code:
All examinations and other graded material must follow the guidelines of the GMU Honor Code. Student may consult with other students and use books, notes and other sources in preparing for exams and presentations. However, when taking examinations, no books, notes, nor student interactions are permitted.

Special Help:
If you have a special need (such as might be documented by the Disability Support Services Office) that requires special conditions for examinations (e.g. extended time, larger type, etc.) please, see me the first or second week of class.

Course Outline

Any changes in schedule or changes in assignments will be announced in advance. After an absence, students are responsible for contacting Dr. Conahan to obtain any information that might have been announced in class during their absence. If a student fails to accommodate to a change announced in class and this causes that student to miss an examination or other graded project, the excuse that the student was not aware will not be accepted. All students are expected to attend all classes unless there is some emergency that causes them to be absent.

Class    Date

Topic
Required Reading

1.17 January
Introduction

Chapter 1

2. 24 January
Pattern Recognition

Chapter 2

3. 31 January
Attention

Chapter 3

4. 07 February
Short‑term Memory

Chapter 4

5. 14 February
Long‑ten‑n Memory

Chapter 5

6. 21 February
Memory Codes

Chapter 6

7. 28 February
Mid‑term Examination

8. 07 March
Visual Images

Chapter 7

9. 14 March
Categorization

Chapter 8

10. 21 March
Semantic Organization

Chapter 9

11. 28 March
Language and Text
Chapters 10 & 11

12. 04 April
Problem Solving
Chapter 12

13. 11 April
Problem Solving
Chapter 12 (part 2)

14. 25 April
Expertise and Creativity
Chapter 13

15. 02 May
Decision Making

Chapter 14

16. 09 May
Review
