SYLLABUS

PSYCHOLOGY 465

HISTORY AND SYSTEMS

SPRING 2001

Instructor:

Alicia Farrell (afarrell@osfl.gmu.edu)

Office Hours:

Thursday 9:30 ‑ 10:30 or by appt.

Office Location: Adjunct Faculty Office ‑‑ David King

Home Phone: 758‑8592 (Do not call after 9:00 p.m.)

REQUIRED TEXTS FOR THIS CLASS:

Thorne, B. M., Henley, T. B. (2001). Connections in the history and systems of psychology.. Houghton Mifflin.

Additional Readings: As a supplement to the required text, additional readings may be required. These readings will be provided to the student by the instructor.

COURSE OBJECTIVES AND REQUIREMENTS: The overall objective of this course is for you to build an understanding of the ancient origins of psychology rooted in the very beginnings of Western thought. Your personal objective is to digest this history while you develop your tools for critical reading, thinking and analysis of intellectual positions. Ultimately, my goal is to show you those fascinating connections between past and present thinkers thereby drawing a complex and relatively complete history of psychological thought.

ATTENDANCE: Class attendance is not mandatory. However, attendance is essential if you are to sustain adequate performance or excel in this class.

LECTURES: Lecture material will betaken from the assigned textbook and secondary sources. You will be held responsible for all material discussed in class, and the material contained in the text and secondary sources, unless otherwise noted by the instructor. In an attempt to reinforce material and encourage independent thought, occasional class discussions and group exercises may be incorporated into class time.

SCHOLARLY PAPERS (2). You will be required to write two (2) scholarly papers each 7 pages in length, with appropriate use of 12 scholarly sources in each paper. Paper #1 is due Thursday, March 1st. Paper #2 is due Thursday, April, 12th. Topics and specific guidelines will be provided in writing during the second week of classes.

EXAMS: There will be 4 exams, AND a mandatory cumulative final. I will drop your lowest exam score resulting in three exam scores contributing to your final grade. Exams can consist of multiple choice, fill in the blank, matching, short answer, and essay questions. Exam dates will be determined as we go. I will determine exam dates at least two weeks in advance.

FINAL GRADE:. Your final grade will be calculated according to the following scale:

Exam 1: 15%

Exam 2: 15%

Exam 3: 15%

Cumulative Final Exam: 25%

Scholarly Paper #1: 15%    Scholarly Paper #2: 15%

THERE WILL BE NO MAKEUP EXAMS SO PLAN ACCORDINGLY.

HONORCODE: ALL PROVISIONS OF THE GMU HONOR CODE APPLY TO THIS CLASS. THEREFORE, PERFORMANCE ON THE EXAMS, QUIZZES AND GRANT PROPOSALS ARE EXPECTED TO BE STUDENT'S OWN WORK YOU MAY USE ANY MEANS YOU LIKE TO LEARN THE MATERIAL (I.E., STUDY GROUPS). NO OLD EXAMS ARE AVAILABLE.

**NOTE: Class will begin at 10:30 am. Arriving late is disruptive to everyone and not in your best interest. Please do your best to be on time.

COURSE OUTLINE

(Any changes to this schedule will be announced in class)

TOPIC/READING

Orientation/Objectives/Early Greeks Aristotle and Beyond

Chapters 1‑3

EXAM #1

Modem Science/Philosophy/Psychology 

Empiricism, Sensationalism/Positivism Rationalism


Chapters 4‑5

EXAM#2

Romanticism/Existentialism/Physiological

Development/Rise of Psychology/First Schools                                Chapters 6‑8

EXAM #3

Darwin/Evolution/Functionalism                                                       Chapters 9‑11

EXAM #4

Behaviorism/ Gestalt Psychology                                                       Chapters 12‑14

COMPREHENSIVE FINAL EXAM

