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Goal : This graduate course will present an overview of current theoretical and empirical approaches to personality. The course will provide an overview of the classical approaches to personality theory (grand theories) and an introduction to the new theoretical and empirical approaches to personality (new theories). The relevance of personality theory and measurement with special relevance to clinical, applied developmental and industrial/organizational psychology will be examined. Consideration of design, measurement, and statistical issues will be integrated into the discussion of the major topics. The course will use a seminar format.

January 22, 2001 Psychoanalytic Approaches to personality ‑ Historical Overview (Freud and Jun(:')

January 29, 2001

Phenomenological Approaches ‑ Historical Overview (Rogers and Kelly)

February 5, 2001

Learning Theory ‑ Historical Overview (Dollard & Miller and Skinner)

February 12, 2001

Trait Theories ‑ Historical Overview (Cattell and Eysenck)

February 19, 2001

Biological Bases of Personality (Nature/Hardware)

February 26, 2001

Socialization of Personality (Nurture/Software)

March 5, 2001

Mid‑Semester Break

March 12, 2001

Exam I

March 19, 2001

Social Learning ‑ Bandura and the concept of self efficacy

March 26, 2001

Conceptions of Self: Part I

April 2, 2001, 2001

Conceptions of Self. Part2

April 9, 2001

The BIG 5 ‑ The new trait theory

April 16, 2001

Issues in Assessment

April 23, 2001

Applications of Personality Theory

April 30, 2001

Personality Theory ‑ Future Directions

May 7, 2001 Final Examination

Class Format and Grading

The course will be run as a seminar and it is expect that each individual will contribute to discussion of topics. This contribution will take two forms. For class session you will be expected to read the assigned readings prior to the class meeting and be prepared to discuss the readings in the class. This will involve two activities: 1) generate of questions arising from the material which will be e‑mailed to me on the Friday prior to the class and 2) participation in class discussion. These activities will comprise 10% of the class grade.

There will be 2 exams that will account for another 60% of the grade.

The final '30% of the course involves a completion of a literature review of recent advances in an area

related to personality theory. This proposed paper topic should be submitted for approval by February 12,

2001. The paper must be submitted by Friday, April 20, 2001. The paper should be submitted with a paper

copy and a copy on disk in a format that is compatible with Microsoft Word.

A list of reading for each topic will be provided next week.

