PSYCHOLOGY 301 LAB SYLLABUS

  RESEARCH METHODS IN PSYCHOLOGY

Spring 2002; Weds 12:30pm-2:20pm, 2:30pm-4:20pm

Instructor: Amy Drapalski
                                                           E-mail: adrapalski@hotmail.com
Office: David King 2055B/C                                                                 Phone: 703-471-6865

Office Hours: Tuesday 1pm-2pm

Required Materials:  MEL LAB. Psychological Software (New copies only)

                                  Thaiss, Christopher & Sanford, James F. (2000).  Writing for Psychology, Allyn and

                                  Bacon: Boston.

COURSE GOALS:

The primary goals of this lab section are to learn and understand experimental design and methodology, analysis and interpretation of data, and research report writing in APA style.  By the end of the semester students will be expected to design and conduct an original experiment and present the results in the form of an APA style research report. Students are expected to come prepared for lab (with required materials and assigned projects completed) and to participate actively in the discussions.

POLICIES:

Lab attendance is strongly encouraged. Students are responsible for all material and assignments covered in the lab (some material covered in the lab cannot be found in the lab manual) and will receive a participation grade which accounts for a substantial portion of the final lab grade. 

No late assignments will be accepted. All assignments must be completed by the assigned date or no credit will be given. If you cannot attend class, the assignment must be placed in my box prior to the beginning of the class on which the assignment is due.   

HONOR CODE: 

Lab reports are expected to be the student’s own work. Students may use books, notes, and other sources in preparing lab reports. Under no circumstances are you to collectively write papers with another student.  This is considered to be plagiarism and plagiarism of any kind will not be tolerated. Work such as library references, statistics, and reports of the research studies should be each student’s own work. Quoting in lab reports should be minimal and the appropriate citation should be given. 
GRADING CRITERIA:

Class participation                              25 points                   Completed Paper 1                   100 points

(includes in-class writing, peer/group reviews 

and writing, in-class experiments and                                  Worksheet for Final Project       15 points

discussions, design critiques)

                                                                                              Abstract Draft (Final Paper)      10 points

Written homework and quizzes          50 points    
(5 assignments, none can be made up if missed)                 Informed Consent Draft             10 points  

Observation Write-up                         30 points                   Final Project                              100 points

(methods and results)    
                                                                                              Final Proposal Presentation         25 points

Survey                                                 35 points                   __________________________________
(written method and results section) 
                                                                                                                                Total         425 points

Introduction Draft (Paper 1)               20 points

Discussion Draft (Paper 1)                 15 points   

Date
Class
Assignment (due the

 Following week)



1/23
Introduction to the course and an overview of APA style.


Obtain lab materials.

1/30
The importance of APA format.  Overview of descriptive research methods and observational design. Discussion on methods and results sections. 
Read Ch. 3 &4 in Writing For Psychology (In-class quiz next week)

2/6
Observational design. Finalize ideas for group observation assignment. In class writing workshop on methods and results section. Quiz. 
Write a method and results section for observation assignment.

2/13
Correlations and surveys. Method and result section due.


2/20
Return and discuss Methods and Results section. Discuss survey results. Complete mental imagery experiment (Mel lab 1.6)
Methods and results section for survey. Read pg. 57-60 in mellab book (short quiz next week). Begin gathering articles for first paper.

2/27
Discuss results from mental imagery study. Writing an introduction. In-class workshop on writing an introduction. Quiz. Methods and results section due.
Work on draft of the introduction.

3/6
Return and discuss methods and results section. In-class workshop on discussion and abstract.  Introduction due.


Work on discussion section. Work on other parts of paper.

3/13
Spring Break-No Class!


3/20
Return and discuss introduction. Complete Impression Formation experiment (Mel lab 3.3) and discuss design.
Work on first paper. 

3/27
Introduce final project and review guidelines. Human factors in telephone systems experiment (Mel lab 4.1). First paper due. 
Answer questions from pg. 191. Begin literature search for final proposal. Compile a list of 5-6 references.

4/3
Discussion of final projects (topic must be approved).  Lexical decision (Mel lab 2.1). List of references due.


Complete abstract on proposal topic.

4/10
Return and discuss Paper 1. Peer review of abstracts. Stroop effect experiment (Mel lab 2.13). Abstract due.


Continue working on proposal. Study for quiz on last two Mel lab experiments.

4/17
Generation effect experiment (Mel lab 2.13). Discuss final projects. Discuss informed consent. Quiz.
Work on informed consent assignment. Continue working on rough draft of proposal. 

4/24
Peer review of proposals.  Discuss final presentations  
Continue working on proposal. Prepare class presentation.

5/1
Final paper due. Class presentations.


Note: This is a tentative schedule and topics and assignments are subject to change. Any changes will be announced in class. 

