PSYC 325: ABNORMAL PSYCHOLOGY     SPRING 2002   TR 3:00 – 4:15

Instructor: James E. Maddux

Office: David King Hall 2019              Phone: 703- 993-1362   
         Email: jmaddux@gmu.edu
Office hours: Tuesday 4:30 – 5:30 & Wednesday 1:00 – 2:00

TEXT:  Fundamentals of Abnormal Psychology (3rd ed., 2001) by Ronald J. Comer. 

GRADING: I will give three regular exams and a final exam.  The final exam is required and will be cumulative.  The dates are on the Schedule below.  Your semester grade will be the average of the four exams, which will be weighted equally.  The three regular exams will consist of multiple choice and essay questions.  The multiple-choice questions will be taken primarily from the text, and the essay questions will be taken primarily from class lectures, presentations, and discussions.  The final exam will consist entirely of multiple-choice questions taken from both the text and class.  You must bring to each exam a #2 pencil, a scantron sheet, and loose leaf paper (no blue books).

MAKE-UP EXAMS will be given only for unforeseeable emergencies such as a serious illness (yourself or family), death of a loved one, automobile accidents, a sick child, and last minute childcare problems.  Examples of events that are not unforeseeable emergencies include weddings (yours or someone else’s), vacations, court appearances, colds, hangovers, broken alarm clocks, car trouble (call a cab), medical or dental appointments (except for emergencies), or staying home to wait for the plumber.  If you belong to an official GMU athletic team or other organization that will require that you be out of town for an exam, let me know now so we can make arrangements for a make-up exam.  If you miss an exam without a legitimate excuse, you will get a zero.

EXTRA CREDIT QUIZZES will be given now and then.  These will be worth one or two points to be added to your grade on the next scheduled exam, whether you take it or not.  These are the only extra credit points you will be able to earn (no book reports, term papers, research credit, etc).

GRADING SCALE: A = 93-100; A- = 90-92; B + = 87-89; B = 83-86; B- = 80-82; C+ = 77-79;

C = 73-76; C- = 70-72; D = 60-69: F + <60.

THINGS TO KEEP MIND:  

1.  Keep up with the readings.  Class lectures and discussions will begin with the assumption that you have read the chapter assigned for that day.

2.  I will not use class time to simply review the material in the text. Instead, I will use class time to clarify difficult material in the text, answer questions, and (most important) introduce new material and discuss ideas and issues.  

  
3.  Talk to me.  Ask questions.  Take a chance by raising your hand and offering an opinion.  Don’t be afraid to say that you don’t understand something.  


4. This course deals with human behavior.  Human behavior is often controversial.  If you cannot handle discussions of adult matters (e.g., sex) and controversial issues (e.g., race, religion) in a frank matter and without taking offense, then this class is not for you. 

5.  Please do not bring your children to class, no matter how well behaved you think they are.

6.  Please remember to turn off your cell phones and pagers before coming to class.  I’ll try to remember to do the same.

7.  I believe that the study of abnormal psychology can make a big difference in the way you think and feel about yourself and other people.  I think it can make you a more tolerant and understanding person and a better citizen--if you pay attention, keep an open mind, and think.

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

JAN 22: CHAPTER 1—ABNORMAL PSYCHOLOGY: PAST & PRESENT.

JAN 24: CHAPTER 1—ABNORMAL PSYCHOLOGY: PAST & PRESENT.

JAN 29: CHAPTER 2—MODELS OF ABNORMALITY.

JAN 31: CHAPTER 2—MODELS OF ABNORMALITY.

FEB 05: CHAPTER 2—MODELS OF ABNORMALITY.

FEB 07: CHAPTER 3—CLINICAL ASSESSMENT, DIAGNOSIS, & TREATMENT.

FEB 12: CHAPTER 3—CLINICAL ASSESSMENT, DIAGNOSIS, & TREATMENT.

FEB 14: CHAPTER 4—GENERALIZED ANXIETY DISORDER AND PHOBIAS.

FEB 19: CHAPTER 5—PANIC, OBSESSSIVE-COMPULSIVE, AND STRESS DISORDERS.

FEB 21: EXAM 1

(FEB 22: LAST DAY TO DROP THIS CLASS!)

FEB 26: CHAPTER 6—MOOD DISORDERS.

FEB 28: CHAPTER 6—MOOD DISORDERS.

MAR 05: CHAPTER 6—MOOD DISORDERS; CHAPTER 7—SUICIDE.

MAR 07: CHAPTER 8—PSYCHOLOGICAL FACTORS IN PHYSICAL DISORDERS.

MAR 12: SPRING BREAK

MAR 14: SPRING BREAK

MAR 19: CHAPTER 9—EATING DISORDERS.

MAR 21: CHAPTER 9—EATING DISORDERS

MAR 26: EXAM 2

MAR 28: CHAPTER 10—SUBSTANCE-RELATED DISORDERS

APR 02: CHAPTER 11—SEXUAL DISORDERS AND GENDER IDENTITY DISORDERS.

APR 04: CHAPTER 11—SEXUAL DISORDERS AND GENDER IDENTITY DISORDERS.

APR 09: CHAPTER 12—SCHIZOPHRENIA.

APR 11: CHAPTER 13—DISORDERS OF MEMORY & OTHER COGNITIVE FUNCTIONS

APR 16: CHAPTER 14—PERSONALITY DISORDERS

APR 18: CHAPTER 14—PERSONALITY DISORDERS.

APR 23: CHAPTER 15—DISORDERS OF CHILDHOOD AND OLD AGE

APR 25: CHAPTER 15—DISORDERS OF CHILDHOOD AND OLD AGE.

APR 30: CHAPTER 16—LAW, SOCIETY, AND THE MENTAL HEALTH PROFESSION.

MAY 02: EXAM 3

MAY 14 (TUES.): FINAL EXAM—1:30-4:15 (IF YOU SHOW UP FOR THE FINAL MORE THAN 15 MINUTES LATE, YOU WILL NOT BE ALLOWED TO TAKE THE EXAM.)

