Tentative Course Syllabus: Physio Psych Lab

Spring2002
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Instructor:

Robin Lawhorn

Phone: 703-818-9226

Email: rlawhorn@gmu.edu
Class Info:

Physiological Psychology Lab: Psych 373

David King Hall, Room 3044

Mon. 6-8 pm (201) or

Mon 8-10 pm (202)

Office hours: David King 5-6pm, room 3044 or by appt.
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Materials: 
· 2 sheep brains (eyes will be provided for you) 

· Tupperware containers to carry your brains

· Styrofoam dissection tray           

· Dissection kit (w/ scalpel  etc.)

· Northcutt, R.G., Williams, K.L. & Barber, R.P. (1966). Atlas of the Sheep Brain. Stipes Publishing Company, Champaign, Illinois.

Course Schedule

[image: image2.wmf]
	Date:
	Lecture Info/Lab
	Assignments Due:

	Week 1

Jan 28
	Introduction

Anatomy of the Neuron
	None

	Week 2

Feb 4
	Neurophysiology part 2
	Pick topics for presentations

	Week 3 

Feb 11


	Brain Tour 

Part 1

*Dissection


	Bring brain #1

Article summary due

	Week 4

Feb 18


	Brain Tour 

Part 2

Cranial nerves 

*Dissection
	 Bring brain #1

	Week 5

Feb 25
	Two Point Discrimination Lab

Or other Lab 
	Article summary due



	Week 6

March 4
	Visual System Part I

*Sheep eyeball dissection
	Eyeballs provided by instructor

	Spring Break!!!!

March 10-17
	NO CLASS
	NO CLASS

	Week 7

March 18
	Visual System

Part II


	Article summary due

	Week 8

March 25
	Midsagittal Dissection

*Neurophysiology and sheep eye quiz
	Bring Brain #1



	Week 9 

April 1
	Fornix/Hippocampal exposure

*Dissection
	Bring Brains #1 

Article summary due

	Week 10

April 8


	Coronal 

*Dissections
	Bring Brain #1 and #2

	Week 11

April 15
	Lab Practical exam
	Article summary due

	Week 12

April 22
	Video/research methods/ imaging techniques
	

	Week 13

April 29
	Student Poster Presentations
	

	Week 14

May 6

Last day of class
	Student Poster Presentations
	


Grading System

· Sheep Eye Quiz 

  30 pts

· In class Lab


  20 pts

· Lab Practical Exam           50 pts

· Poster Presentation
  50 pts

· 5 article summaries (14)   70 pts

· Peer Evaluations                 20 pts

· Extra Credit                         TBA

                                       +

                                      ___________________






  240

To Know about this course:

· Tests, exams (and lectures) will start at the beginning of class…Don’t be late!!

· I will not permit make-ups for exams or quizzes unless you reveal a doctor’s note, battle wounds, or other proof of an emergency (unavoidable) situation

· The aforementioned rule is particularly relevant for the practical exam.  I will not be able to produce the brain specimens twice.  You have one shot at this grade and it happens on the 8th of April.

· When you are absent, please get the notes from a classmate and then come to me with questions.  It is impossible for me to re-teach an entire class period.

· Assignments may be turned in up to one week late only for ½ credit. Full credit for late work will only be assigned with a doctor’s note or if other arrangements have been made with the instructor.

· Extra credit will be available but you must be in class to earn these points.

· There is no grade curve for this class

· University Honor Code applies for this class and all its assignments.  DON’T CHEAT!!!  All work should be your own and should be cited properly using APA format.

· There is a poster presentation due at the end of the semester.  Guidelines for this will be handed out in class.

· Five article summaries will be due throughout the semester.  These should be on your selected topic and be from professional journals (not Time magazine or the Enquirer). Guidelines will be handed out in class.

· This class should be fun!  If you don’t understand something…SPEAK UP!  Don’t let yourself fall behind, as the class tends to move ahead quickly.   I am more than happy to meet with you or answer questions via email.
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