Syllabus

Course:
History and Systems of Psychology       PSYC465-001

Instructor:
Michael D. Anderson

Time/Place:
8:30-9:20AM  
MWF

Robinson B220

Prerequisites:
18 hrs of Psychology including PSYC305 (C or better), or permission



of instructor

Office Hours:
Mondays 7:30-8:30AM, or by appointment



Adjunct Faculty Office

Telephone:
(202) 965-4111 (voice)



(202) 965-6556
(fax)

Email:

manderson87@telocity.com
Text:

Viney, W. and King, D. B. (1998): A History of Psychology: Ideas and 



Context, (2nd Edition), Allyn and Bacon: Boston (ISBN: 0-205-26857-9)

Week
Dates


Lecture Material



Chapter
  1
 
1/23 
 1/25
Historical Studies, Philosophical Issues

1, 2

  2
1/28
1/30
2/1
Ancient Psychological Thought


3

  3
2/4
2/6
2/8
Roman Period and Middle Ages


4

  4
2/11
2/13
off
Roman Period and Middle Ages


4

  5
off
2/20
2/22
Renaissance




5

  6
2/25
2/27
3/1
Empiricism




6

  7
3/4
3/6
3/8
Rationalism




7

  8
off
off
off


  9
3/18
3/20
3/22
Mechanism, Naturalistic Perspective

8, 9


 10
3/25
3/27
3/29
Psychophysics and Founding of Psychology
10, 11

 11
4/1
4/3
4/5
Functionalism, Structuralism


12

 12
4/8
4/10
4/12
Behaviorism




13, 14

 13
4/15
4/17
4/19
Gestalt, Psychoanalysis



15, 16

 14
4/22
4/24
4/26
Humanistic Psychology



17

 15
4/29
5/1
5/3
Humanistic Psychology, Late 20th Century
17, Epilogue

 16
5/6


Review

Exam #1:  Take-Home (distributed on 2/13, turn in on 2/20)

Exam #2:  Monday, March 25

Exam #3:  Wednesday, April 17

Exam #4:  Friday, May 3

Final Exam: Friday, 5/10, 7:30-10:15AM

Each exam including the final will be worth 23% of the course grade or 23 points.  The lowest exam score will be dropped.  If a student is satisfied with his/her scores on Exams 1 thru 4, he/she may elect not to take the Final Exam.

An additional 3% of the course grade or 3 points will be awarded based on class participation, display of interest, communication, and reliability.
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The remaining 5% of the course grade or 5 points will be awarded for the Biography. Each student 

will select a figure from the course and prepare an oral presentation of no more than 5 minutes. You

are asked to include material for the most part not found in the textbook. Concentrate on factoids,

family, incongruous feats, love life, mental health, or whatever else you think is interesting, humorous, or anecdotal.

Goals:
This is a survey course of the history and systems that comprise psychology. Although some consider that psychology was founded in 1879 when Wilhelm Wundt opened his laboratory, actually psychology emerged from the very origins of philosophy in ancient times, grew within the disciplines of philosophy and physiology becoming a separate and distinct discipline in the late 19th century. We will study the myriad of figures contributing to the rise of psychology, their contributions, and the status of Western thought during their lifetimes.

Exams:
The first exam will be a take-home exam mostly subjective in nature. The remaining three exams given during the course will be entirely objective: e.g. multiple-choice, matching, true/false, fill-in-the-blank, diagram identification, and short answer. Only the material covered from the previous exam will be tested. Each exam will begin promptly at 8:30AM on the scheduled date and finish at 9:20AM.  Blue books and/or scantrons are not required.  

Final Exam:
The final exam format will be 80% objective and 20% essay.  The final will be cumulative.  

Instruction:
This is a lecture “style” course. Class interaction and questions are most welcome.

Honor Code:
Students are reminded of the University honor code and are expected to adhere to the principles thereof.  Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated.

Special

      Needs:
Every effort possible will be made to accommodate students with a disability or other special need.  Please see me at your first opportunity.

Note from your instructor

I love interaction with my students.  I will do anything within my power to help you 

to not only succeed in this course, but to ENJOY it.  But I cannot help you if you 

don’t ASK.  Come and talk.  I’ve not only helped students with coursework, but also 

I’ve helped plan weddings, vacations, car purchases, identify graduate programs, 

and suggested Halloween costumes.  I WANT to get to know all of you.

This course builds upon itself necessitating class attendance and a complete set of 

notes.  Please complete the assigned reading before class.  Some of this material is 

complex.  If you don’t understand, ASK questions.

Attendance and punctuality will be appreciated.  

